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Israel jails three expellee leaders 

J 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Three senior figures among the 
returned Palestinian expefles will remain in Israeli pnson for atkast 
six months, indudiDg spokesman Abdul Aziz Rantia, military officials 
said Monday. Dr. Rantia, who is a Gaza physician and member of the 
Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas), Abdul Fatah Duban and 
Mohammad Shamah, also both high-ranking Hamas men will be kern 
in administrative detention.” Mr. Duhan was a U.N. school headmu- 
terittNossrirat refugee camp and helped draft the Hamas charter in 
1988. Mr- Shamah is also a teacher from Shatti, another romp on the 
Gaza Strip. Under emergency laws, 1 ’ administrative detention** allows 
the Israeli authorities to hold prisoners without trial for renewable 
periods of sot months. The trio among the final 197 expellees Israe! 
brought back last Wednesday after a year in southern Lebaaon for 
finis to groups which claimed responsibility for a wave of anti-Israeli 
attacks. The army freed 132 ou Sunday night and a dozen more were 
expected to be released later Monday, Israel radio reported. Many of 
the remainder are likely to remain in jail, serving out sentences 
imposed before die mass expulsion on Dec. 17 lan year. 
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Qatar foreign minister to visit Jordan 


AMMAN (R) — Qatari Foreign Minister Sheikh H.imud Ben Jjv»im 
Ben Jahr A1 Thani will visit Jordan on Jan. 1 iu discuss Middle East 

S :acc and imer-Arah reconciliation, officials said on MninJj\. Sheikh 
amad. whose vfc.it will seal an improvement in ties strained by the 
lyyi) Gulf crisis, was expected to meet King Hussein and other lop 
officials, they added. Jordanian -Qatari relations, daniaeed h\ Jordan's 
perceived pro-Baghdad sympathy during the Gulf crisis'] have returned 
to their pre-crisis of warmth, officials and diplomats say. Amman’s 
efforts to mend fences with Saudi Arabia and Kuwait . lormer major 
financial backers, have not borne fruit. Qatar’s Sheikh Mohammad 
Ben Hamad Al Thani. brother of Qatari ruler Sheikh Khalifa Ben 
Hamad Al Thani. came to Jordan in October at the invitation of Kins* 
Hussein. Crown Prince Hasvan went in Doha in August in a visit 
hailed by the two countries as a move towards healing rifts. Qatar and 
Oman are the only Gulf Arab states which did mu break lotnul ties 
with Iraq after its I WO invasion ol Kuwait. Qatar likes to pursue an 
independent policy to counter Saudi influence in the region, diplomats 

sav. 
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si* ? Abu Nowar meets 
■4 Palestinian envoy 

4 AMMAN (Petra) — Acting 
o;.' Prime Minister Abu Nowar 
- Monday received Palestinian 
■ Ambassador Al Tayyeb Abdul 
y . “• Rahim upon the latter's re- 
quest. During the meeting they 
, ]. reviewed recent development 
in Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
:■ ; dons in a spirit of cooperation 
■ and on the basis of Jordan’s 
-,.J. constants in supporting the 
Palestinian cause and the 
J .]* Palestinian people. 

. France expels 26 
' C Algerian nationals 

;;.V PARIS (AFP) — Two-six 
Algerian nationals were de- 
ported to Algiers on Monday 
. 7\j aboard a chartered plane be- 
•.V ■ cause they lacked residence 
permits, the French interior 
ministry announced. The 26 
were arrested during a police 
swoop Dec. 13 in northern 
Paris as part of the conserva- 
■ live government’s get-tough 
1 1 policy on illegal immigrants. 

The 26 Algenans, accompa- 
; r - nied by 10 policemen, took off 
- : v from Le Bourget airport, north 
of Paris. An ArP photo- 
• 't. grapher saw three of the Alge- 
rians, wrists handcuffed behind 
their backs, boarding the 
plane. Officials said the 26 
were not linked with country- 
wide raids on Nov. 9 on the 
homes of alleged Islamic fun- 
- • damentafists close to Algeria's 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS). 
’• Eighty people were arrested 
during that operation and 
some were charged with ’Ter- 
rorist” offence! 
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Deputy mayor 
killed in Algiers 
suburbs *■ ■ ‘ - 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Two sus- 
pected Islanpc fundamentalist 
gunmen shqt dead a deputy 
mayor in anf Algiers suburb in 
the latest .such attack on 
appointed council officials, the 
independent Al Watan daily 
. . ' : reported Monday. The killers 

. . shot Lakhdar Baali, deputy 
mayor of Gue-de-Constantine, 
three times in the face at point- 
blank range outside his home 
\ . on Saturday, the newspaper 
reported.,' Several members of 
. . local authorities appointed to 
... -.»• replace elected councils 
Vi dominated by Muslim fun- 
damentafists have been assas- 
" ' ,’y • sinated, while most others 
have received death threats. • 

Turkey, Iran join war 
u against Kurd rebels 

. ' ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey 
and Iran said Monday they 
• were determined to wipe out 
' : Kurdish “separatist terrorism” 
threatening their joint borders, 
in a statement marking the 
start of warmer relations be- 
tween the two countries. The 
\ move came during the three- 
v . day visit of Iranian Vice-Presi- 
• 5; ] ’ dent Hasan Habibi to Ankara. 

Mr. Habibi said on his arrival 
1 that the two countries “will hit 
'■ bard against terrorism with 
new border measures as Tur- 
.. \ kish Prime Minister Tansu Cil- 

ler said she hoped their joint 
- - border would become “one of 
■ -- L ' peace." But officials did not 
give details of the bilateral 
..-’V security talks. 

• Ukraine to dismantle 
; 20 SS-24 missiles 

• V KIEV (AP) — Ukraine is to 
. . > dismantle almost half of the 46 
• \ SS-24 nuclear missiles in its 

nuclear arsenal inherited from 
the former Soviet Union, De- 
puty Prime Minister Valery 
Shmarov said Monday. He saia 
Ukraine would dismantle 20 of 
the 46 strategic missiles by the 
end of this month. The deci- 
sion comes only days after last 
week’s meeting of top Ukrai- 
nian, Russian and U.S. offi- 
cials. 

Ghali supports 
Japan’s 

bid for council seat 

TOKYO (AFP) — United Na- 
tions Secretary-General Bout- 
ros GhaK supported a Japanese 
plan to win a permanent seat 
on the U,N. Security Council 
when he. met Prime Minister 
Morihiro Hosokawa here 
Monday, officials said. The 
U.N. secretary-general, who 
had already expressed support 
for Japan's bid last week, said 
Japan should campaign aggres- 
sively if it wanted to become a 
permanent Sqpurity Council 
member, i 
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Self-rule, negotiations 
shift to Paris today 

PLO describes Oslo talks as failure 
but Israel says progress was made 


TtJNTS (Agencies) — Talks 
between the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) and 
Israel are to resume in Paris on 
Tuesday to try to end the delay 
in implementing the Palesti- 
nian self-rule agreement, PLO 
Chairman g Yasser "Arafat said 
Monday. 

Both Mr. Arafat and the 
PLO Executive Committee ex- 
pressed dissatisfaction with the 
results of weekend talks in 
Norway between Palestinian 
and Israeli delegates. 

“It is expected that another 
meeting will be held tomorrow 
in Paris,” Mr. Arafat told re- 
porters after meeting Tunisian 
President Zine Al Abidine Ben 
Ali. 

“We hope we will reach 
some agreements through it. It 
is regrettable what the Israelis 
are doing after they committed 
themselves to what was agreed 
on,” he added. 

Mr. Arafat said the two sides 
still disagreed on the definition 
of the Jericho area and the 
manning of checkpoints be- 
tween Jericho and Jordan and 
the Gaza Strip and Egypt. 

The PLO Executive Com- 
mittee, which met on Monday 
to hear a report from its dele- 
gates on the Oslo talks, also 
issued a statement, saying con- 
trol of checkpoints was the key 
for implementation of the self- 
rule agreement. 

“The Executive Committee 
gave directions to its delega- 
tion... to reject all partial or 
nominal solutions,” it said. 

Under the peace accord 
signed by Israel and the PLO 
in September, Israeli troops 
were to begin withdrawing 
from the West Bank town of 
Jericho and the Gaza Strip on 
13 as the first step to limited 
self-rule. The deadline was 
missed. 

“The PLO Executive Com- 
mittee disapproves on Israeli 
statements and positions which 
try to ignore the core of the 


disagreement and manoeuvre 
to lose time and not commit 
(Israel) to faithful and precise 
implementation within the 
schedules agreed on.” the PLO 
statement said. 

A source close to the Israeli 
government said he expected 
the talks to resume in Paris 
Tuesday. 

“Probably so." said the 
source, who declined to be 
identified, when asked about 
the Tunis report. 

He expected the Paris talks 
to be at a ministerial level as 
were those in Oslo. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, speaking on Israeli army 
radio, said: “Die fact there is 
still a meeting proves the two 
sides are making a supreme 
effort to overcome the difficul- 
ties.” 

Israel and the PLO disagree 
on who should be in charge of 
the international border cros- 
sings into the autonomous re- 
gions. 

They also have differing 
ideas over how large the 
Jericho area should be and 
security arrangements for Jew- 
ish settlements in the auton- 
omous zones. 

The PLO wants full control 
to give its autonomous entity 
the first trappings of state- 
hood. Israel says the PLO is 
violating an earlier agreement 
that during the interim period 
Israel will remain in charge of 
external security and foreign 
relations. 

“I think we will overcome 
the difficulties, the difficulties 
are not simple," Mr. Peres 
said. “The problems are open 
and we are trying to find ways 
to overcome them without giv- 
ing up on principles or the 
declaration of principles.” 

The Paris meeting comes on 
the heels of a weekend of talks 
in Norway which ended with 
no outward signs of progress. 

Israel radio said the Paris 
talks would involve the same 


negotiators who were in 
Norway. 

There was no explanation 
from either Israel or the PLO 
for the change of venue. 

PLO chief negotiator Yasser 
Abed-Rabbo was scheduled to 
leave for Paris Monday night, 
while Mr. Peres would head 
the Israeli team. 

A PLO Executive Commit- 
tee official who requested 
anonymity told AFP the “talks 
failed” in Oslo and that the 
only positive achievement was 
the derision to meet again. 

“We did not overcome the 
impasse. The Israelis did not 
accept our proposals and there 
is no way that we would adopt 
theirs." the PLO official said. 

The Tunis-based Palestinian 
news agency WAFA said 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and Mr. Arafat ex- 
changed letters Monday over 
the “failure” of the latest 
round of talks. 

Israeli Environment Minis- 
ter Yossi Sarid said on his 
return from Norway that prog- 
ress was made, but not enough 
to set a date for a new Rabin- 
Arafat summit. 

“Progress was definitely 
..made. but tfrq. extent of it we 
will only know after the two 
sides meet again,” Mr. Sarid 
said on Israel army radio. 

Mr. Rabin said last Wednes- 
day he hoped the negotiations 
with the PLO would be suc- 
cessful despite the difficulties, 
adding that it was important 
his meeting with Mr. Arafat be 
well-prepared even if that 
meant delaying it by several 
days. 

On Monday, Mr. Rabin’s 
spokesman, Oded Ben-Ami, 
said a new meeting would only 
be scheduled when “it is dear 
it will bring solutions to the 
problems." 

(.Continued on page 3) 


Bomb at Falange HQ 
kills 1, wounds 80 


BEIRUT (Agencies) A 
powerful bomb ripped tbrough 
the rightist. Christian-led 
Falange Party headquarters in 
the Lebanese capital on Mon- 
day, killing one person and 
wounding at least 80 others, 
hospital and security officials 
saia. 

As many as 45 of the 120 
party members attending a 
nigh-level meeting were 
wounded when a truck packed 
with 250 kilogrammes of dyna- 
mite exploded outside the 
building, Falange spokesman 
George Shahin said. 

“Some party members 
attending the meeting were so 
badly hurt that I could but 
recognise them," he said, 
adding three may have died. 
Security sources said at least 
one person was killed and hos- 
pital officials reported 80 
wounded. 

The first-floor room where 
the meeting was being held was 
totally devastated and the ceil- 
ing had caved in, an AFP 
correspondent at the scene 
said. The floor was covered 
with blood, glass and nibble. 

The blast also destroyed 15 
cars outside and started several 
fires. Buildings were also dam- 
aged and broken glass was 
strewn over the streets/ 

Voice of Lebanon, the 
Falange radio, said party chief 
George Saader was ill at home 
and efid not attend the meeting 
of the party’s political bureau 
and central council . 

His deputy Munir Hajj and 
secretary Genera! Karim Pak- 
radouni were also absent from 
the gathering. 

Die meeting, which is held 
every Monday, was chaired by 
senior party official Salam 
Mattar. 

Police blocked off the area 
as ambulances rushed to take 
the casualties to hospitals while 
rescue reams searched through 
the rubble with their bare 


hands. 

An hour after the blast 
occurred three people were 
dug out alive from the rubble 
and the search was to continue 
with bulldozers. 

Interior Minister Beshara 
Merhej, who visited the scene 
with Health Minister Marwan 
Hamade, described the explo- 
sion as a “crime against 
Lebanon.” 

A 15-year civil war marked 
by carbombing, shelling and 
other violence ended in Leba- 
non in 1990, but the last bomb- 
ing was in 1991. 

Rescue workers carried tor- 
ches as they sifted through in 
search of casualties. Ambu- 
lances carried away the wound- 
ed and firecrews doused the 
vaulted, blood-spattered hall 
with water. A Christmas tree 
-was -broken on the floor. 

Rescue operations were 
hampered by a blackout. Even 
three years after the 1975-90 
civil war. Beirut's power supp- 
ly is intermittent. 

Mr. Shahin said the bomb 
was planted against the outside 
wall of the conference hall. It is 
on . the ground floor of the 
building, which dated back to 
the early 1920s. 

It was not clear how the 
bomb was placed or concealed, 
but a garden abutting the wall 
prevents carbombs being 
planted near the building. 

Diere was no immediate 
word from the party or the 
authorities on who was behind 
the attack. 

The right-wing Falange. 
which is predominantly made 
up Maronite Catholics, has 
been at odds with Prime Minis- 
ter Rafik Hariri since he took 
office 14 months ago. 

The Falange. the main party 
of Lebanon’s one million 
Maronites, was a major loser 
in the Arab League-brokered 
peace treaty that ended the 
1975-90 civil war. 


GCC 

opens 

summit 

RIYADH (AP) — Collective 
defence and economic coop- 
eration topped the agenda, but 
King Faha and his partners in 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) also were to deal with 
explosive border disputes 
when they convened their sum- 
mit Monday. 

King Fahd, together with the 
leaders of Kuwait. Qatar, 
Bahrain, Oman and the United 
Arab Emirates, were expected 
to discuss ways of finning up a 
joint defence plan, faltering 
since it was first formulated 
after the Aug. 2, 1990 Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait. 

The current blueprints fall 
short of the grand plan for a 
100,000-strong joint force that 
Sultan Qaboos of Oman first 
outlined for his Gulf allies. 

Instead, the GCC leaders 
were to examine a recom- 
mendation put up by their de- 
fence ministers to boost a 
fledgling 10,000-strong Penin- 
sula Shield joint force to 
25,000. 

Qatar, at loggerheads with 
Saudi Arabia over a border 
dispute, was reported to be 
rejecting this plan. Oman and 
the UAE have dismissed it as 
inadequate. Arab diplomatic 
sources said. 

The leaders were expected 
to endorse recommendations 
of the defence ministers for a 
joint early warning system. 
This, according to the 'Saudi- 
based diplomats, would mean 
purchase of three or four radar 
planes at a cost of S3-5 billion. 
The radar jets would beef up 
five Saudi-owned AWACS 
planes that operate with U.S. 
Air force assistance. 

The GCC members states 
had to depend on their main 
Western allies led by the Un- 
ited States, Britain and France 
to evict the Iraqis from 
Kuwait. 


King, Queen return home from Britain 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Their Ma- 
jesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor returned home 
Monday evening after a sever- 
al-day private visit to the Un- 
ited Kingdom. 

The lung and Queen were 
received upon arrival by their 
Royal Highnesses Crown 
Prince H assail and Princess 
Sarwath and members of the 
Royal Family as well as speak- 
ers of the Upper and Lower 
Houses of Parliament and 
other senior officials. 

Earlier Monday, King Hus- 
sein received at his residence in 
London British Foreign Secret- 
ary Douglas Hurd and discus- 
sed with him the latest de- 
velopments in the Middle East, 
the peace process in particular 
as well as bilateral relations 
and ways of enhancing them. 

The meeting was attended 
by the director of the Middle 
Eastern department of the 
British Foreign Office, Sir 
Michael Burton, Royal Court 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
and the Jordanian embassador 
in London, Fouad Ayyoub. the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said. 

Majali returns today 

Prime Minis ter Abdul Salam 
Majali is expected to be back 



Thar Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor 
are received upon their return home Monday by 


Tuesday morning after an 11- 
day visit to Japan and 
Malaysia. 

Dtmng his visit to Japan, the 
premier met with Japanese 
Emperor Akihito and handed 
him a written letter from 
Crown Prince Hassan. During 
the meeting they discussed re- 
cent developments in the 
Arab-Israeli peace process and 
bilateral relations. 

Dr. Majali also met with 
Japanese Crown Prince Naru- 
hito, the ministers of finance 
and foreign affairs and the* 


managing director of the Over- 
seas Fund for Economic De- 
velopment. 

During the meetings, they 
reviewed relations between the 
two countries especially in the 
economic field and discussed 
Japanese funding of some 
Jordanian developmental pro- 
jects.* The Japanese side 
showed willingness to continue 
supporting Jordan in all fields. 
Petra said. 

In Kuala Lumpur. Malaysia, 
on Monday, Dr. Majali visited 
the remains of a 12-storey con- 


His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan l Petra 
photo) 

dominium toppled by an ava- 
lanche Dec. 21. 

Officials estimate 50 people 
were in the building when it 
tumbled over into an deadly 
wrangle of concrete and steel. 

Senior police personnel at 
the site briefed Dr. Majali and 
other Jordanian officials on the 
past week's rescue efforts. 

No Jordanians had been in 


the building. 

Dr. Majali arrived Saturday 
for a three-day visit and held 
talks with prime minister 
Mahathir Mohammad Sundav. 


Israel, PLO and donors discuss police 


OSLO (Agencies) — Israel, 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and donor coun- 
tries on Monday discussed the 
creation and funding of a 
Palestinian police force vital 
for implementing a historic 
peace deal on Palestinian self- 
rule. 

PLO negotiator Nabil 
Shaath told reporters during a 
break in the one-day talks at an 
Oslo hotel that about $100 
million was needed for the 
task. 

“People have indicated their 
willingness to help... some of 
the money needed will be com- 
ing out of this meeting,” Dr. 
Shaath said. 

Palestinian police are to take 
over security in Gaza and the 
West Bank town of Jericho 
after a withdrawal of Israeli 
forces. But an impasse over 
implementing the peace accord 
has held up a pull out, original- 
ly due "to start on Dec. 13. 

Nineteen delegations, in- 


cluding the United States. Rus- 
sia. Japan, the World B ank 
and the European Community 
(EC) commission, are taking 
past in the talks hosted by 
Norway, which secretly helf 
broker the original peace 
this year. 

Norwegian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Jan Egeland said that 
the PLO had presented a list of 
requirements for a 10,000- 
strong Palestinian national 
police and security force. 

But he added in a speech 
that: “The size and composi- 
tion of the police force are still 
under discussion between the 
parties," Israel wants tight 
limits on the size of any Palesti- 
nian force. 

Both Dr. Shaath and Mr. 
Egeland took part in closed- 
door talks in Norway at the 
weekend which Mr. Egeland 
said made “clear progress” in 
clearing away obstacles to the 
race agreement, signed in 
eptember. New talks are to 


be held Tuesday in Paris. 

Mr. Egeland said Norway 
had allocated $1 million in its 
1993 budget for the Palestinian 
police force and envisages a 
smih' ar amount in next year's 
budget. Egypt and Jordan have 
offered training and equip- 
ment. 

“But so far, the supply of 
assistance from the interna- 
tional community does not 
meet the urgent demands of 
the Palestinians.” Mr. Egeland 
said. 

He acknowledged it would 
take time to put a fully-fledged 
police force in place, but stres- 
sed that it was essential to get 
started. 

“The establishment of ■ a 
police force is a complex and 
sensitive task, nevertheless, 
without public order and inter- 
nal security. Our assistance in 
other areas will be to no avail,” 
he said. 

“We must resolve this in 


order to get on with the urgent 
tasks of reconstruction ana re- 
habilitation.’’ 

Israeli news reports said the 
PLO originally suggested a 
heavilv armed force of about 
30,00(1. while Israel wanted a 
limit of 15.000, with light arms. 
The two sides were believed to 
have moved closer. 

Norway, acting as bead of 
the coordinating committee for 
the $2 billion pledged in finan- 
cial aid to Palestinian areas, 
has called the meeting to help 
clear the ground for tne imple- 
mentation of the Oslo > accord. 

“We do not expect to solve 
all the problems concerning 
the police force. The meeting 
in Oslo in part of a process,’ 
said Ingvar Havnen, the fore- 
ign ministry press spokesman. 

“The problem is not the 
money itself. But such huge 



Norwegian foreign ministry. 


Reformists welcome Arafat invitation to dialogue 


By Sana Atiyeh 
and Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Reporters 

AMMAN — Palestinian perso- 
nalities demanding reform in 
the policy and decision-making 
process of the Palestine Li-, 
berarion Organisation's (PLO) 
leadership Monday welcomed 
Chairman Yasser Arafat’s 
readiness to resend to their 
demands made in a petition 
signed by 116 prominent perso- 
nalities. 

The petition, signed by three 
PLO factions and indepen- 
dents from the Palestine 
National Council (PNC), de- 
manded that the PLO lead- 
ership take a more democratic 
approach, particularly in its 
handling of the negotiations 
with Israel in implementing the 
Oslo accord. 

Forty-five of the signatories, 
who met Monday at the PNC 
headquarters in Amman, wel- 
comed Mr. Arafat's invitation 
to start a dialogue with the 
petitioners as "positive." 

Palestinian sources said that 
Palestinian Ambassador to 
Jordan Al Tayeb Abdul Rahim 
Sunday delivered a message 
from Mr. Arafat to the peti- 
tioners. or "reformers,” that 
he was ready to meet a delega- 
tion representing them in 
Tunis to discuss their demands. 

“It seems the leadership has 
finally started to take us 
seriously,” a petitioner told the 
Jordan Times. “His invitation 
to discuss these demands is 
indicative of his readiness to 
put matters on the right track.” 
Analysts said that the nature 
of the personalities who signed 
the petition and the PLO’s 
••difficult" situation in its nego- 
tiations with Israel on the im- 
plementation of the Oslo 
accord were major factors that 
contributed to Mr. Arafat's ini- 


tial positive response to The 
petition. 

The signatories include lead- 
ers from the occupied territor- 
ies and from the diaspora, 
members of Mr. Arafat’s main- 
stream Fateh movement, 
members of Yasser Abed Rab- 
bo's Democratic Front 
(FTDA), and members of the 
Palestine People's Party 
(PPP), in addition to indepen- 
dent PNC members and peace 
negotiators such as Dr. Haidar 
Abdul Shafi. 

Mr. Arafat had previously 
ignored calls for reform in the 
decision-making policies by 
leaders who were critical of his 
single-handed leadership. 

The petitioners also elected 
a permanent follow-up com- 
mittee during Monday's meet- 
ing. consisting of nine persona- 
lities, “which ensures the 
seriousness of the process," 
according to Tayseer Arouri, a 
member of the elected commit- 
tee. 

“The formation of this 
permanent committee is a dear 
message that this process will 
not end with the meeting with 
Mr. Arafat in Tunis.” Mr. 
Arouri, a member of the PPP. 
told the Jordan Times. 

Mr. Arafat invited up to 
seven representatives from the 
petitioners, who will be chosen 
from all the factions and from 
the occupied territories and the 
diaspora, Mr. Arouri added. 

The petition, which was 
circulated in Jordan and the 
Israeli-occupied territories and 
sent to Mr. Arafat on Nov. 16. 
was seen by analysts as the 
beginning of a reformist move- 
ment which may have enough 
impact to enforce change. 

The first news of the petti 
tion, in mid-November, indi- 
cated that the signatories 
would commit themselves to 
demanding immediate reforms 


and setting up specialised poli- 
tical and leg,a( committees to 
chart out negotiating strategies 
and lead the transition to 
Palestinian autonomy. 

The signatories to the peti- 
tion included well-known 
Palestinian personalities who 
until recently were considered 
to be against the current Mid- 
dle East negotiations such as 
veteran Palestine Central 
Committee member Ibrahim 
Abu Ayyash. 

The text of the petition indi- 
cated support for the continua- 
tion of the negotiations saying 
that the Palestinian participa- 
tion had received "constitu- 
tional endorsement" through 
the PLO's Executive Commit- 
tee and Central Committee. 

The signatories also en- 
dorsed the signing of the 
Palestinian-Israeli agreement 
in Washington in September. 
”We. the signatories of this 
agreement, saw the 
Palestinian-Israeli agreement 
as a decisive political" happen- 
ing which should be dealt with 
responsibly and positively. 
(We aim to) develop the posi- 
tive elements in it and contain- 
ing the negative." 

"Therefore,” the petition 
continued, ”we first announce 
our complete commitment to 
join out people in building our 
new entity.” 

"Second, we announce our 
commitment to the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation and 
its legitimate institutions as the 
sole representative of the 
Palestinian people and nation- 
al umbrella that cannot be re- 
placed or paralleled in organis- 
ing the national energy and 
lead it towards fulfilling the 
legitimate national aspirations 
of the Palestinian people." 

“We are not satisfied with 
the working method of politic- 
al leadership at this stage, not 


on the level of running the 
difficult and sensitive negotia- 
tions with the Israeli side nor 
on the level of preparing for 
phase of national development 
in the transition stage,” the list 
of demands by the signatories 
began. 

“What has become apparent 
to all is that rhe political lead- 
ership is conducting its role in 
an ad hoc way and is not 
preparing for the steps needed 
to crystallise the national in- 
terest with well-studied plan- 
ning and executive. 

"Second., the political lead- 
ership has not exerted enough 
effort to mobilise a much 
needed national dialogue 
whether with national forces 
which have adopted the agree- 
ment as an opportunity which 
provides for serious possibili- 
ties to move forward towards 
our national goals, or with the 
principled opposition to the 
agreement. 

“Our national traditions im- 
press on us the need to open 
this dialogue and work dil- 
Jigently io~ make it succeed to 
buijd an acceptable limit of 
national unity which would se- 
cure internal Palestinian secur- 
ity and creates a healthy 
atmosphere which would build 
support for the new tasks of 
the Palestinian people. 

“Third ... the political lead- 
ership was not successful in 
presenting the agreement to 
the Palestinian people in an 
objective manner so that this 
people can understand the 
horizons und possibilities for 
immediate and future move- 
ment (within the agreement's 
stipulations). This has in- 
creased ambiguity, confusion 
and apprehension, especially 
as the Palestinian people are 
receiving contradictory and 

(Continued mi page 3) 
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Open Palestinian politics 


may stun PLO leaders 


By John West 

Reuter 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Many Palestinians think 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) leaders axe in for a 
nasty culture shock when they 
return home to rule their fel- 
low countrymen after decades 
scattered around the Arab 
World. 

On One side are two million 
Palestinians living in the West 
Bank ami the Gaza Strip, used 
to battling Israeli occupation 
and one another through mul- 
tilingual foxes, open protest 
and, most important of an, the 
ballot box. 


But the real test will be in 
the coming months when PLO 
leaders return to the territories 
to run self-rule in the teeming 


Gaza Strip and the West 
town of Jericho. 


“There will be a kind of a 
dash. (PLO leader Yasser) 
Arafat is comingwith a diffe- 
rent mentality. The FIX) will 
come with a mentality of 
appointments and quotas and 
autocracy," said Manoel Has- 
sassian, pr o fessor of political 
science at Bethlehem Uni- 
versity. 


On the other, the PLO’s 
leadership has spent most of 
the last 30 years under false 
names or behind dosed doom, 
shuttling from one Arab capit- 
al to another in an atmosphere 
of intoxicating slogans, inner 
circles and perpetual suspicion. 

The two worlds are not total- 
ly separate, PLO leaders sat tip 
and took notice when the in- 
tifada began in the late 1980s 
to challenge Israel more effec- 


“The Palestinians here are 
not going to accept another 
kind of authoritarian state.... 
We have built up a kind of 
pluralism here," ne added. 

At elections for the doctors 
syndicate in the town of Beth- 
lehem, Mohammad Rizq, head 
of tiie outgoing committee, 
canvasses members with a pro- 
Fateh list of candidates. 


operations and a few of those 
expelled by Israel have found 
their way mto the lower eche- 
lons of its leadership. 


“I’m not voting for him or 
him,” says a sceptical Isa A1 
Thawabtah, running his finger 
down the list in front of Mr. 
Rizq. “These are profes si onal 
elections, Tm not going to vote 
over politics.” 

Eighty-eight out of the 
branai’s 123 doctors tinned up 
for the vote and grilled the 
outgoing committee for an 


activists, the crowd first listens 
to a direct satellite telephone 
link-np with PFLP leader 
George Ha bash, then watches 
a sharp and am us in g 20-minute 
satire called “The Farce,” a 
radical interpretation of the 
PLO’s peace deal with Israel. 

Even Hamas, the group 
which has vowed to loll as 
many Israeli soldiers and set- 
tlers as possible to wreck the 
agreement, is influenced by the 
Jewish state it rejects, joining 
the intense information bar- 


rage in which all parties in 
Israel’s fractious politics en- 


Kuwait court ruling fails 
to put Farhat case to rest 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


; AMMAN — The family of 
three victims of Kuwaiti 
vengeance after the libera- 
tion" of Kuwait from seven 
months of Iraqi occupation in 
early 1991 has described the 
life-term sentence handed 
down to a former Kuwaiti 
officer found guilty of murder 
os a partial victory and vowed 
to seek full justice in the case. 

The Farhat family, which 
lost^ its. head . Ismail Farhat 
and^is son dsam'aV criticised 
the ' court ruling as falling 
shoitl The Farhats say that a 
death sentence would have 
prompted the convict to ex- 
pose “the real culprits” in the 


In its ruling lasf Wednes- 
day. a Kuwaiti security court 
found Jaber A1 Ameeri. a 
former Kuwaiti police offic- 
er. guilty of murdering Ismail 
Farhat and Osama Farhat on 
March 2. 1991. immediately 
after Iraqi forces were ousted 
from the emirate. 

The court rejected a third 
charge -that of raping Naimat 
■Farhat, but returned a guilty 
iyenfict* of attempting to kill 
ihe woman. The defendant 
had pleaded not guilty of all 
charges. 

Naim Farhat. son of Ismail 
Farhat and brother of Osama 
Farhat and Naimat Farhat. 
said: “It ain't over yet. We 
are going to keep them 
pushing.*' 

Mr. Farhat. an art dealer 
who lives in Santa Cruz. Cali- 
fornia. vowed that' he would 
continue to pressure Kuwaiti 
officials to exhume the bodies 
of his father and brother, pay 
reparations to the family and 
investigate Kuwaiti govern- 
ment complicity in the crime. 

According to Miss Farhat's 
testimony, the Farhats were 
long-term residents of 
Kuwait who refused to leave 
the emirate when the Iraqis 
invaded in August 199U. 

Ismail Farhat used to work 
for the Kuwaiti security de- 
partment and because of his 
background Iraqi officers fre- 
quently visited the house to 
question him on Kuwaiti re- 
sistance activities. 

Miss Farhat says that her 


father did not cooperate with 
the Iraqis and instead mem- 
bers of the family helped the 
Kuwaiti resistance. 

On March 2. 1992. four 
days after the Iraqis were 
ousted from Kuwait. Mr. 
Ameeri came to the Farhat 
residence saying he had 
orders to arrest the family. 
He made Miss Farhat tie up 
her father and brother in the 
living room, then took her 
inside, raped her and shot her 
in the head, before coming 
out and shooting dead the 
two hogtied men. 

Miss Farhat. who heard the 
shots that killed her Jather 
and brother, survived "the 
ordeal, with the help of 
friends and neighbours, she 
managed to reach her brother 
in the U.S., where she under- 
went surgery. 

Her doctors say that bullet 
fragments remain in her head 
and the woman is half para- 
lysed. she' needs continued 


And that is what Naim 
Farhat has vowed to wage 
war against. 

According to Mr. Farhat. a 
death sentence would have 
prompted Mr. Ameeri to re- 
veal the names of his accom- 
plices and those who gave 
him the orders to eliminate 


Now that only a life sentence has 
be e n banded down, 
apparently under a deal made 
between the defence and the 
court, chances of the man 


revealing the names agd 
other details remain grim; 


“He killed two persons, 
id I lost mv health.” said 


and I lost my health.” sgid 
Miss Farhat. "I am going to 
suffer for the rest of mv life. 1 


help and therapy. 

The case was brought to 
light after her brother" Naim 
launched an allout effort to 
ensure justice in the case and 
enlisted the support of inter- 
national and American hu- 
man rights activists and 
lawyers. 

After months of stonewall- 
ing. the Kuwaiti government 
finally arrested Mr. Ameeri 
based on a positive photo 
identification made by Miss 
Naimat. 

It was the first case that 
Kuwaiti tried following wide- 
spread repons of a spree of 
vengeance by the Kuwaitis in 
the post-liberation emirate 
against most non-Kuwaitis., 

Miss Naimat travelled to 
Kuwait in August and identi- 
fied Mr. Ameeri in court as 
the man who killed her father 
and brother and raped and 
shot her. 

But her arguments that the 
assault on the family was 
ordered by senior Kuwaiti 
Interior Ministry officials 
who suspected the Farhats of 
collaborating with the Iraqis 
and that at least two other 
men waited outside the 
Farhat residence when Mr. 
Ameeri- went on his killing 
and raping rampage were not 
accepted by the court. 


suffer for the rest of my life. 1 j 
have bullet fragments still in 
mv head, who was behind all 
this?" 

The Farhats have also criti- 1 
cised the court s ruling that 
Miss Farhat be paid $17,500 
as compensation for her in- 
juries. 

"The Kuwaiti government 
should be ashamed before 
the world because of this 
meagre response to the abuse 
inflicted on my family.** Miss 
Farhat said in comments car- 
ried in U.S. newspapers. 

The family says that it paid 
’ S45.UUU for a single surgery 
performed on Miss Farhat. 

Jennifer Green, a volun- 
tary lawyer from the Centre 
for Constitutional Rights, 
called on the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment to widen its investigation 
of the Farhat case as well as 
•other human rights abuses. 

**This was but one of many 
brutal attacks on non-citizens 
after the war." she said. 
“Kuwait will not clear its 
record of human rights viola- 
tions unless this trial is fol- 
lowed with a full accounting 
and punishment for all the 
others. 

Ms. Green also criticised 
Kuwait's handling of the rape 
prosecution. 

The court said it could not 
return a guilty verdict since 
there was no eyewitness to 
the rape of Miss Farhat. 

"The scepticism about the 
rape charge reflects the 
Kuwaiti judicial system’s fai- 
lure to understand the nature 
of violence against women.’* 
said Ms. Green. 
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hour and a half. 

Coalitions for and against 
the PLO-Israel peace agree- 
ment have been fighting fierce 
campaigns in union and stu- 
dent elections across the occu- 
pied territories. Each side has 
had mixed results but both 
have ceded power peacefully 
when defeated. 

. At a rally held by the Popu- 
lar Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) in East Jeru- 
salem, about 700 demonstra- 
tors are treated to a mixture of 
traditional Arab nationalist 
rhetoric and sophistication. 

After a couple of impas- 
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Female Mujahedeen-e-Khakj fighters train in a camp in Iraq (photo amrtsey: Mujahedeen-e-1 


Women — a key component of 
Mujahedeen battle against Tehran 

„ „ w .. yxv matter of policy, are repres- 


By G. H. Jansen 


THREE hundred and fifty 
years after the Scottish Pro- 
testant reformer and fun- 
damentalist militant John 
Knox issued a pamphlet end- 
tied “A First Blast of the 
Trumpet against the Mon-, 
strous Regiment of Women" 
protesting the anti-Protestant 
policies of the three queens 
ruling in France, Scotland 
and England, a monstrous 
regiment of women is in the 
march against the anti-femin- 


ist regime of ShiTte clerics in 
the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

Though the settings and 
motivations of the Iranian 



mullahs and of John Knox 


are utterly different their atti- 
tude is s imil ar: ‘That is the 


Mariam Rtyavi 


exercise of authority by 
women is contrary to natural 
law and revealed religion.'’ 
ft is perhaps for that very 
reason that the largest and 
best-organised anti- 


and helicopter units. Natural- 


ly, Mrs. Rajavi has been suc- 
ceeded as chief-of-staff by yet 
another of the Mujafaedeen’s 
women officers; the key post 
of director of operations is 
also held by a woman. 

The role of women in the 
NLA is one of complete 
equality with men. The 
women serve in every sort of 
unit — tanks, artillery as well 
as infantry — and have gone 
into battle side by side with 
the men, who in some units 
serve under women officers. 


Khomeini resistance group, 
the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq, 
has placed itself in the bands 


has pu 
of the 


women leaders in the 


orgarHsaHon.*!-- in *’o r ■ ■- ■ 
The -pro-woman' tendency 
of the Mujahedeen to coun- 
t ter the anti-woman bias of 
the Khomeini regime has 
been evident from the move- 
ment’s earliest days when its 
battle was against the rule of 
the Shah. It was inevitable 
that a progressive liberal, 
somewhat leftist but still, 
strongly Islamic group like 
the Muja hedeen should 
accept the equality of men 
and women, as the secret 
police of the Shah and of the 
clerics have done, in a nega- 
tive way: Under both regimes 
women prisoners have been 
more brutally tortured than 
the men. As of now one-third 
of all Mujahedeen members 
are women. 


matter of policy, are repres- 
sed by the mullahs’ regime, 
providing, of course, that Ira- 
nian women become aware 
that the Mujahedeen-e-' 
Khalq supports and favours 
them. Whether this is so may 
be doubted because news in 
Iran is strictly controlled by 
the authorities. And while 
the Mujahedeen has its own 
radio and television transmit- 
ters which, it is claimed, cov- 
er 80 per cent of the country, 
80 per cent of women almost 
certainly do not hear or view 
their programmes. 

The second reason is that 
women, because of their sup- 
pression and sufferings under 
the mullahs can be expected 
to be more highly motivated 
and more dedicated to the 
Struggle against file mullahs * 
re gim e than their mal e com- 
rades, both soldiers and civi- 
lians. 

For all its Westernised 
sophistication the Mujahe- 
deen-e-Khalq is strongly Isla- 
mic. For which reason at its 
meetings men and women 
members sit separately and 
the most, striking feature of 
the women soldiers’ uniforms 
is a bright scarlet headscarf, 
the hijab worn with a long 
tunic and trousers. 


As this correspondent 
observed at one of the Mu- 


observed at one of the Mu- 
jahedeen bases in northern 


ianeaeen oases in nonnem 
Iraq near the Iranian fron- 
tier, the women live in the 
same barracks as the men but 
in separate dormitories. In 
the transport section of the 
base, women in oil stained 


overalls lay sprawled under 
vehicles which they were re- 


One of the women tortured 
to death by the mullahs' 
police was the sister of 
Maryam Rajavi. the wife of 
the Mujahedeen leader, Mas- 
soud Rajavi. Maryam Rajavi 
has now been nominated by 
the National Council of the 
Resistance, its “parliament," 
as the president of Iran fol- 
lowing its liberation from the 
mullahs. After her elevation 
to the highest civilian posi- 
tion she resigned from her 
military post as the chief-of- 
staff and deputy commander- 
in-chief of the National Li- 


pairing: This certainly gave 
reality to the Mujahedeen’s 
claim of equality between the 
sexes. 

The pro-feminist trend in 
the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq 
kept up its momentum when 
in August the membership of 
the National Council of Re- 
sistance was increased by the 
addition of 128 new members 
to a total of 235, half of them 
are women. 


The liberation army is 
obviously a well-trained, dis- 
ciplined and well-equipped 
force with an overall strength 
of around 10,000 men and 
women. It is equally obvious 
that this elite corps will not 
be able to defeat the much 
larger armed forces of the 
mullahs’ government and the 
Mujahedeen admit tins. As 
they see it the army has two 
roles: to destabilise the 
Tehran government by prob- 
ing attacks into Iran. In one 
of these, in 1988, the 


E netration was upto 100 
ometres deep, in the few 


kilometres deep, in the few. 
days before the Iran-Iraq war 
ended. Since the war ended 
Iraq has not permitted the 
Mujahedeen to make any 


more attacks, only man- 
oeuvres alongside toe fron- 


Tbe final step, also taken 
in August, was when toe 
highest decision-making 
body, toe leadership council, 
or cabinet, was reconstituted 
with 12 members, all women, 
and wth 12 other women as 
candidate members. 


beration Army (NLA) of 
Iran, a post which she had 
held since 1987. 


Indeed, it was because of 
the successes sbe had in mod- 
ernising the Mujahedeen's 
armed forces that she was 


promoted to the presidency. 
•When sbe took oveT, the 


•When sbe took oveT, the 
NLA was almost entirely an 
infantry force; now it is a 
modem army with armoured, 
artillery, mechanised infantry 


Thus, in this Iranian resist- 
ance group women control or 
predominate in toe general 
staff of its army, in its parlia- 
ment and in its cabinet where 
they have the monopoly. 

It could be argued that this 
arrangement is far too heavi- 
ly weighted in favour of 
women. There are two possi- 
ble reasons this unusual im- 
balance between toe sexes. 
The first is that it is an ob- 
vious pjoy to win the support 
of Iranian women who, as a 


tier. So toe second role of toe 
army is to wait for toe de- 
terioration of conditions in- 
side Iran to produce a general 
uprising when toe liberation 
army would enter Iran to 
deliver the coup de grace. 

This is toe hope. And while 
there is widespread discon- 
tent inside the Islamic repub- 
lic. erupting into violent pro- 
test here and there, there is 
still a long way to go before 
.toe stage of a general uprising 
is reached. If and when that 
happens and toe full force of 
toe Mujahedeen goes into 
action, the generally chauvin- 
ist males of the Islamic re- 


public will be astonished to 
find that they are beine Hber- 


find that they are being liber- 
ated by forces being led by 
women. It could be that some 
of these males could even die 
of surprise. 
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Arafat’s wife ‘will fight’ 
him for women’s rights 


NEW YORK (R) — The wife 
of Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat said in an interview 
aired Snnday she would be toe 
first to fight toe Palestine li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
chief over the issue of women’s 
rights and would press for an 

iWbk listen, if 
you will not accept to give 
ri gh ts for women, I will be 
toe!., first woman to demons- 
trate under your window in toe 
Palestinian new state’/* Suha 
Arafat told the CBS Television 

«... “Aft minilt« ” 


cised because Mrs. A™** B 
less than half Mr. Arafat s age 
and from the Palestinian 
Christian minority. 

“I converted to Islam tw 
state reasons... not for... «H- 
dous reasons, said Mrs.. Ara- 
fat, who made a public visit to 
the Christian shnne of Fatima 
during a recent visit to Portug- 
al. “...When you get married 
to a very important personal- 
ity, you have to follow bis 
religion.” 


Mis. Arafat was noticeably 
Mpnt at the historic Sept. 13 


programme “60 minutes.’ 

Mrs. Arafat, whose secret 
mar riage to the PLO chief 
caused an uproar among 
Palestinians after it became 
public early last year, said sbe 
had converted to Islam but 
would press for better divorce 
terms for women and an end to 


polygamy. 

Intervie 


absent at toe historic Sept. 13 

signing in Washington of the 
PLCMsrael peace agreement 
after bang ordered bv PLO 
officials not to attend, PLO 
sources have said. 

Mrs. Arafat, a tall blonde 
who said the PLO leader prop- 
osed shortly after they met in 
Paris in 1989 and began wori- 


terviewer Lesley Stahl 


Ul fcV, T .. — — J — 

quoted toe French-educated, • 
former economic advisor to toe 
PLO leader as saying: 
“...Their rights have to be 
guaranteed with laws protect- 
ing women in divorce and ban- 
ning polygamy.” 

Mrs. Arafat, formerly Suha 
Tawfl, has recently increased 
her public profile but has not 
been able to win the hearts of 
many Palestinians who be- 
lieved toe PLO chief when he 
said he was married to the 
revolution. 

The marriage was also criti- 


HUis ill 1 ^». - — or— , ■ 

ing together, described toe 
PLO chief as “sensitive, ifr 
fitted, generous and humble.” 

But the PLO leader, inter- 
viewed with his wife at a vula 
in Tunis, said nothing had 
changed in his life since the 


‘•Nothing has been changed. 
You can ask her,” w id Mr- 
Arafat, a former guerrilla 
known for his punishing pace 
and autocratic leadership. 

“God help her,” he sakl 
spooning vegetables into Ins 
mouth from a dining table laid 
with disposable plates. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Christmas lights stolen in Bethlehem 


BETHLEHEM, occupied West Bank (AFP) — Seasonal spmt is 
hard to find even in toe little town of Bethlehem where someone 
has stolen the lights off toe Christmas tree on Manger Sqmire. 
“This is an immoral and irresponsible act,” said Mayor Etoas 
Freii who decided that to mart the Israel-Palestine Liberation 


l '■ 


Freii who decided that to mart toe Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) peace accord Bethlehem would be deco- 
ratedand celebrate toe birth of Christ this year for toe first time 
Kinra> toe up rising began against Israeli occupation m 1987. But 
Mr. Freij first lost a battle with Israel which prevented toe 
import or Norway’s gift of a Christmas tree in recognition of the 
September peace deal. And then at the weekend toe lights 
disappeared off a tree the municipality bought and put up anise 
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Philippines recommends lifting maid ban 
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KUWAIT ( AP) — The Philippine embassy said Sunday it will 
recommend lifting Manila’s ban on domestic employment in -the 

vr *a. _ ^1 - - V- - imJS n’ktarnJ mAiilc f ftlriTi ft Kntn fell fur 


Kuwait after the number of abused maids seeking help fell by 
half this year. Embassy Labour Attache Lambeito Marin sard 
that in the first 11 months of this year, 834 FUipmo domestic 
helpers sought refuge in toe embassy’s .special safe-house, 
compared to 1711 last year. Mr. Marin attributed toe drop to an 
increasing w illingne ss on toe part of Kuwaiti police to prosecute 
cases of abuse and crackdowns on illegal recruiters in both 

tT« ..Sal mma iLip troo^ nmr tft 1^5 


countries. He said one employer this year was sentenced to 15 
years for rapting a Filipino maid. About 200,000 Asians are 


employed as maids, cooks, nannies and in other domestic jobs. 
A large proportion is Filipinos, sought after because they roeak 
English ana are relatively well educated. Reports of sexual and 


Middle East Watch last year criticising what it described as 
official Kuwaiti indifference to toe reports of mistreatment. The 
Kuwaiti government responded at the time that toe reports were 
exaggerated, but appears to be taking action after all. Mr. Marin 
saidhe planned to propose that his government end toe 
three-year-old tan, which prohibited Filipinos from seeking 
domestic work in Kuwait unless the employer was a ruling family 
member or senior government figure. 


UAE says Iran acts tike occupier 


DUBAI (R) — United Arab Emirates (UAE) Foreign Minister 
Rashid Abdullah’ Al Nuaimi said in remarks reported by aSaudi 
newspaper on Monday that Iran was acting tae the occupier of 
three disputed Gulf islands. Al Jazeera, the newspaper, also 
reported Mr. Nuaimi as saying Iran’s policy over the three 
islands — Abu Musa and the Greater ana Lesser Tunbs — ■ was 
not that of a good neighbour. Both the UAE and Iran data 
sovereignty over toe three islands, which are strategically placed 
near major Gulf shipping lanes used by oil tankers. ‘Tran 
exercises the authority or an occupier over these island,” Al 
Jazeera reported Mr. Nuaimi as saying. Iran seized the two 
Tunbs in 1971, and shares control of Abu Musa with toe UAE 
under an agreement signed the same year. Mr. Nuaimi was 
speaking before the annual summit of the leaders of sbe Gulf 
Arab countries. The heads of state of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council states — Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Kuwait, Bahrain, 
Oman and Qatar — are Hkely to discuss relations with their large 
non-Arab neighbour. Mr. Nuaimi said the UAE was in touch 
with Iran over the islands, but was not negotiating. Iranian 


Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati said earlier tins month that 
Iran and toe UAE were holding mrect and indirect talks over the 
dispute, but he gave no <' 
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s fig^j Reopening of Iraq’s Umm Qasr port 
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worries Jordanian businessmen 


By ‘a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


and ports, the 




HI.. 


Vjf AMMAN ^Jordanian offi- 
- - aals and shipping agents are 

'■ ■ , r t ‘ ^Jwafflribg to raise the uspact of 
‘^■'.She reopening of tbc Iraqi port 
1 u r “ N >f Umm Qasr on die Jordanian 


own facilities 
official said. 

M We will have to find some 
common ground to ensure that 
the interests of all sides are 
protected in a reasonable man- 
ner,” said the official. 


^ jf Umm^s™ ae JJrdaman The Jordan Shipping Agents 
f x>rt and transport sectors dur- Association (JSAA), the 

*4 nff rtift wsrt n£Xt tvefilr tif mp 1 . . .«■ « ' . 


* ,';-_ng the visit next weelc of the 

1 1raqi transport minister, offi- 
, a ials and 1 shipping sources said 

' - v» Monday. 

\\ X.‘* k & The minister, Ahmad Mor- 
■ -u. nda, is expected here on Dec. 

• ? c fe 17 on his way to attend a Dec. 
>• ‘ , ;'*■! i* . 29 meetingof the Arab League 
' ^ . iansport ministers’ council in 
Dairo, officials said, 
t ; “We hope to discuss with the 
ninister Iraq’s plans to use 
/' Umm Qasr for its imports and 
' te options,” said a senior offi- 
■ ■'••iTrfw. aal. , . 

HfsjjJ The offidal, who preferred 
anonymity, . said the Aqaba 
‘{Sorts Corporation and ship- 
v ‘ L^tng agents as well as Jordan’s 
... y ,c . transport sector were worried 
. . flat the flow of Iraq-bound 
^ :argo through Aqaba could eo 
. . . town from the already de- 
pressed level, and deliver 
-..y* farther- blows to the national 


c? economy. 

>\t the same 


time, Jordan 


; rejects Iraq’s rights to use its 


umbrella body for all shipping 
agents in the Kingdom, said ft 
was studying the situation. 

“We have no comment at 
this point in time except that 
we are assessing and evaluating 
the impact of toe reopening or 
Umm Qasr port on Jordan’s 
economy ana transport sector 
in general and the shipping 
sector in particular,” said Su- 
fian Mnheisen, manager of the 
association. 

"We will be issuing a series 
of recommendations soon,” he 
told the Jordan Times. 

Other shipping sources said 
the situation was worrying, 
particularly that Iraqi imports 
through Aqaba haa already 
gone down dramatically since 
1992, after shipowners as well 
as importers were discouraged 
by the overzeal ous inspections 
of vessels by enforcers of the 
international sanctions against 
Iraq. 

Tne volume of Iraq-bound 


cargo has declined to less than 
one-third since most Iraqi im- 
porters have moved base from 
Jordan to Turkey or even Iran, 
they said. 

Aqaba became the main life- 
line for Iraqi imports after 
Iraq’s ports were dosed shortly 
after the Iran -Iraq war broke 
out in 1980. 

Although toe war ended in 
August 1988, toe Iraqi ports 
continued to be unusable be- 
cause of war debris and fears of 
shipowners to send their ves- 
sels to an area believed to have 
been full of mines planted dur- 
ing the war. 

However, Umm Qasr be- 
came operational shortly after 
toe end of the war, only to be 
closed again when Iraq in- 
vaded Kuwait in August 1990, 
prompting the U.N. to impose 
sweeping international sanc- 
tions which included a block- 
ade on Iraqi ports. 

Iraqi focus shifted back to 
Aqaba, which turned out to be 
the only port through which 
Iraqi imports exempt from toe 
sanctions could pass. 

However, the sanctions took 
their toll on the port’s activities 
as well as Ionian's transport 
sector, which largely depended 
on Iraqi imports; and the 


reopening last month of Umm 
Qasr after toe Iraqis d eared 
mines and repaired the port 
facilities have given rise to toe 
concern that Aqaba stood to 
suffer further. 

Some Jordanian officials 
said a minimum amount of 
Iraqi imports would continue 
to pass through Aqaba despite 
toe reopening of umm Qasr 
since toe Iraqi port is unable to 
handle large freighters and also 
because many shipowners 
might be unwilling to send 
their vessels to a potentially 
unstable region. 

An Iraqi policy, reported in 
Baghdad newspapers this 
month, demands that all Iraqi 
imports pass through Umm 
Qasr except in cases where the 
port does not have toe re- 

2 aired technical facilities. 

f mm Qasr can only handle 
vessels of less than 25,000- 
tonne capacity. 

At least three ships, two of 
them carrying sugar and toe 
other rice, have already dock- 
ed and unloaded their cargo in 
November and December after 
they were boarded and in- 
spected by toe international 
task force patrolling the Gulf 
and toe Red Sea to enforce toe 
sanctions against Iraq. 





IRS chief proposes forming task 
force to deal with road conditions 


Wehem 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is 
considered one or toe countries 
with very high rates of road 
accidents despite efforts ex- 
erted by the concerned antbor- 
.ities to contain toe situation, 
Wording to Raef Nijem, pres- 
ident of the Jordan Roads 
Society (JRS). 

Noting that more than 
20,000 road accidents occur in 
Jordan. every year, Mr. Nijem 
said that there was need for a 
scientific and comprehensive 
study into toe causes of toe 


road accidents and for close 
cooperation between toe pri- 
vate and public sectors to bring 
an end to the great human ana 
material losses. 

Addressing a two-day semi- 
nar, in a bid to reduce road 
accidents and improve road 
conditions, Mr. Nijem sug- 
gested the creation of a task 
force representing the private 
and public sectors to conduct 
technical studies and work out 
a plan to deal with road condi- 
tions. 


According to Dr. Abdul 
Razzak Ensour, minister of 
public works and housing who 
deputised for his Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan in 
opening the meeting about 
20,000 road accidents a year 
were draining the country's re- 
sources. 

Noting that Jordan has 
achieved great strides in ex- 
panding road networks over 
toe past two decades the minis- 
ter said that toe roads were 
-estimated to be 10,000 


kilometres in length compared 
to 4,000 in 1970. 

Mr. Nizar Abidi, trim is 
acting as rapporteur to toe 
seminar, said that 338 people 
were killed and more than 
1,000 others were injured as a 
result of road accidents in toe 
Kingdom in 1992. 

He said 13 working papers 
will be discussed by delegates 
from 25 private and public 
sector organisations and volun- 
tary societies. 
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World Council of 

-Museums to hold 

conference in Amman 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
v v- “will host an international con- 
- ference on world museums in 
April next year in cooperation 
with the Paris-based World 
Council of Museums, Tourism 
Minister Mohammad Udwan 
announced Monday. 

He made the announcement 
following his talks Monday 
with Mrs. Elizabeth Deburt, 
the council’s secretary general 
with whom he discussed 
' ^• arrangements' for toe coming 
. ^’conference which is to be held 
. -•between April 9 and 13. 

He said that toe council has 
chosen Jordan for toe confer- 
in view of’ its central 
location in the 
odd and the huge trea- 
sures of antiquities ana histor- 
ical sites in the Kingdom. 

Dr. Udwan briefed Mis. De- 
burt on the role of Jordan's 
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museums and their contribu- 
tions to the cultural movement 
in the country. 

Mrs. Deburt said that she 
was impressed by Jordan’s care 
and attention given to 
museums and their contents of 
archaeological artefacts. 

She thanked the Ministry of 
Tourism for hosting the April 
conference in which all Arab 
countries and cultural and edu- 
cational institutions would par- 
ticipate. 

According to ministry offi- 
cials the conference will 
address various legal issues and 
reuglations which determine 
toe role of national museums 
and their contribution towards 
scientific and academic studies. 

Several working papers, the 
ministry said, woula be re- 
viewed by the delegates includ- 
ing those from Jordan. 
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Muta University moves to 
turn King Abdullah 
residence intOi museum 




it* 


J <:> MUTA (Petra) — Muta Uni- 
r > rersity, near Karak. Ls taking 
Ty- iteps to transform residence of 
flhe late King Abdullah Ibn AI 
Hussein in Maan into a herit-' 
1 .*_> lge and archaeological 
nuseum following* its restora- 
\.y~ : :ion and maintenance. 

' l University President Abdul 
.• Rahman Atiyat said that the 
. ,><•’ dea of making the old building 
. mo a museum was part of the 
■ university's drive to highlight 
B ( , :he national and historic sites 
i- in the Kingdom. 

. jv-’ 1 Interest was focused on toe 
. t ’ ; old residence of the late King 
Abdullah by the fact that the 
Hashcmites have offered huge 
■.x sacrifices to toe Arab Nation 
and strove hard to easttre 

- 5^*w£id, said?)^ Atiyat. 

. v A special technical commit- 
tee has been .set up by the 

university jn cooperation with 

the concerned authorities in 
Jordan to cany out tins impor- 
tant mission, said Dr. Atiyat. 

Mohammad Tarawneh, a 
member of the heritage com- 
mittee at Muta University re- 
viewed the archaeological and 
historical importance of the 
King Abdullah residence and 
the other prominent 
archaeological sites in southern 
Jordan. 
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His colleague, Dr. Abdul 
Aziz Mahmoud, presented an 
outline of the King Abdullah 
residence, noting that the two 
story building was set among a 
cluster of similar buddings all 
believed to have been con- 
structed in 1904. He said these 
bufldings have been used by 
Jordanian national organisa- 
tions and government depart- 
ments over toe years. 

He also presented an outline 
of the program mmes adopted 
by the technical committee to 
cany out the restoration pro- 
ject. 

According to Dr. Mahmoud, 
the following Jordanian orga- 
nisations will contribute to this 
national project: The Royal 
Court, the Al Al Bait Founda- 
tion, toe ministries of culture, 
information, public works, and 
tourism, the University of Jor- 
dan, the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company, the Jordan 
Cement Factories Company, 
the Fertilisers Company, the 
Arab Potash Company, the 
Aqaba Railway Corporation 
and the departments of educa- 
tion, tourism and police in the 
Maan govemorate. 

More meetings have been 
scheduled to follow up on the 
progress of work at the project 
site. 


U.S. cultural attache visits Muta 

■ AMMAN — Dr. Abdul Rahman Attiyat, president of 
Muta University, received in his office Sunday Mr. Jonathan 
Rice, the cultural attache at the U.S. Embassy. Dr. Attiyat 
. briefed Mr. : Rice on the university departments and discussed 
•; with him means of promoting cultural and academic coopera- 
*tion between Mu’tah University and U.S. institutions. Tne 
cultural attache, then, made a tour of the university civilian 
campus, where he visited the computer centre, the library, and 
the English department. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Senior tourism official retires 

AMMAN '{Petra! — Tlfe- Council* of ‘ Ministers Monday 
derided to retire Nasri Atallah, the Ministry of Tourism V 
secretary general as of Jan. 1, 1994. The council, which did not' 
name a replacement, said that the derision was taken upon 
Mr. Atallah's request. 

Traffic department to check cars 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Traffic Department Monday 
announced that a search campaign throughout the Kingdom 
on various types of vehicles will start next week. It said that 
the campaign aims to ensure that the vehicles are road worthy 
and capable of facing the winter season. The department said 
that traffic policemen would be focussing attention on the 
condition of head and rear lights, the brakes and the 
windshield wipers. It said that toe campaign was necessaiy in 
view of the fact that road accidents tend to increase in winter 
time. It noted that there were 2.165 road during last month 
causing accidents the death of 27 persons and the injury of 820 
others. 

Khalaf receives Canadian envoy 

AMMAN (Petra) — Industry and Trade Minister Rima 
Khalaf reviewed with Canada's ambassador to Jordan, 
Andrew Robinson, arrangements of a visit to Jordan by the 
Prime Minister of the Ontario province in the first week of 
January. The minister also discussed with the ambassador 
ways to bolster economic and rrade ties between Canada and 
Jordan and called on Canada to buy Jordanian products like 
phosphate and potash. 

Labour ministry to step up inspection 

AMMAN (Petra) — Questions related to controlling and 
organising the employment of guest workers in Jordan were 
discussed at a meeting Monday. Labour Minister Khaled 
Ghazawi put special emphasis on ’the intensification of visits to 
various organisations by labour ministry inspectors. 


Self-rule talks today 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Ben-Ami declined to 
comment on the Oslo talks. 

Mr. Peres told reporters 
Monday that “interesting 
proposals were presented on 
both sides,” and noted that the 
agreement to continue the 
talks this week was positive. 

The foreign minister de- 
clined to give further details. 

Israeli newspaper Yedioth 
Ahronoth called the dispute 
over the bolder crossings a 
major stumbling bloc and said 
Israel rejected a Palestinian 
compromise proposal, submit- 
ted in Oslo, to control the 
border crossings electronically. 

A Peres aide told AFP: 
"There is no serious crisis. A 
compromise should be found 
in the coming days. We expecr 
Arafat to be more flexible ” 

The Israeli press has re- 
ported that Israel is counting 
on the influence of Arab coun- 
tries — including Jordan. 
Egypt, Tunisia ana Morocco 
— on the PLO to produce a 
compromise. 

Israeli ministers have rallied 
behind Mr. Rabin's refusal to 
budge on the border* dispute, 
but made it clear that if the 
PLO ceded control to Israel 
then concessions could be 
made, notably on the size of 
toe Jericho area. 

In Oslo, a Norwegian 


mediator said he believed 
Israel and the PLO would be 
able to break the impasse. 

“The compromise proposals 
which the partners have taken 
home to Tunis and Israel must 
be taken up with Arafat and 
Rabin,” Deputy Norwegian 
Foreign Minister Jan Egeland 
said. 

"We hope and believe they 
can agree in a few days on a 
final accord," said Mr. Ege- 
land, host of the 24-hour talks 
in a mansion in south-east Nor- 
way which ended on Sunday 
night. 

He told NRK national radio 
that the Israelis and the PLO 
had made “clear progress”. 

“A list of subjects were dis- 
cussed, many suggestions were 
presented,” a bnef joint state- 
ment said after the talks. 

Reformists 

(Continued from page 1) 

differing views. 

"Fourth .. the majority of 
those who supported the 
agreement principles during 
th Central Committee's meet- 
ing. actually made their sup- 
port contingent on the im- 
provement of the leadership's 
performance, consolidating the 
Palestinian abilities and utilis- 
ing Palestinian expertise.." 


Regent puts added emphasis 
on Al al Bait University 


MAFRAQ (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Recent, Monday 
urged the Royal Commission 
for toe Al al Bait University in 
Mafraq to call for and organise 
an international conference to 
raise fends for the university's 
future plans and to give due 
care to the subject of Zakat 
(alms for the poor) among 
other matters. 

"In the coining week, I will 
be meeting with you to discuss 
various issues of concern to the 
university which will open its 
doors as of the coming 
academic year,” said Prince 
Hassan in addressing the com- 
mission members. 

In his four-hour meeting, 
with the commission. Prince 


Hassan said that toe creation 
of the Al al Bart University was 
in implementation of the desire 
and tne directives of toe Dean 
of the Hashemite Family, His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

Re minding his audience that 
the King had taken toe deci- 
sion to set up this university in 
August of 1992, the Prince said 
t hat the university ought to 
give due attention to Islamic 
culture and should employ 
scholars and teachers from va- 
rious Islami c countries. 

Dr. Mohammad Bakhit, the 
university president, addressed 
the commission’s first meeting 
saying that since April 24. 
committees have been set up to 
take charge of various facul- 
ties’ needs. 


The university, which will 
initially have the three colleges 
of arts and sciences, Islamic 
studies and economy and 
administrative sciences, will 
also include three institutes to 
award post graduate studies in 
Islamic arts and architecture. 
I an gauges and computer scien- 
ce, noted Dr. Bakhit. 

He said that a special com- 
mittee, which is currently 
studying principles for the en- 
rolment of students from va- 
rious Islamic countries, will 
take into account that those to 
be accepted should have done 
well in their secondary school 
studies and obtained disting- 
uished standards of education. 

Dr. Bakhit announced that 


the university is currently set- 
ting up laboratories and an 
astronomy centre. 

Heads of the various com- 
mittees presented an outline 
about their achievements and 
progress in toe development of 
programmes for the faculties 
ana the institutes. . 

The Royal Commission, 
which is chaired by Prince Has- 
san, groups Dr. Abdul Aziz Al 
Khayar, Sheikh f7zpddin Al 
Kharib Al T ami mi. Dr. Nas.- 
sereddin Al Assad, and Dr. 
Hani Al Mulki. 

According to Royal direc- 
tives, the university will focus 
on research and studies in Isla- 
mic affairs and Arabic lan- 
guage. 


WHO stresses role of media 
in providing health services 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) Monday called on 
workers in the fields of health 
and media to work together, 
noting that toe private and the 
public sectors nave a duty to 
join hands and complement 
toe work of each other in pro- 
viding health sendees. 

The call came from WHO 
information director Adel 
Saiahi who stressed that WHO 
has been taking a number of 
initiatives in toe course of a 
drive to promote health for 
individuals and societies alike. 

Dr. Saiahi was addressing 
the opening session of a four- 
day meeting organised by the 
WHO office in- cooperation 


with toe health ministry in Am- 
man. to review patterns of 
healthy life. 

His call was echoed by Dr. 
Ahmad Salah, director of 
Occupational Safety ’Depart- 
ment at the Health Ministry, 
who said that toe media was 
toe language of communica- 
tion among nations in modern 
age and it addresses social 
health political issues of con- 
cern to all societies. 

“No one can deny toe feet 
that toe media plays a very 
vital role in conveying informa- 
tion to the largest sector of 
society in the shortest period of 
time and therefore, the media 
should be utilised to serve the 
public in toe health field” 


noted Dr. Salah. 

Hie seminar was opened by 
Health Minister Abdul Rahim 
Malhas who stressed toe effect 
of the media in bringing about 
changes in practices related to 
health. 

“Nearly 70 per cent of 
education acquired bv children 
is gained through the media 
ana 30 per cent comes for 
parents and schools” said the 
minister. 

According to the Health 
Ministiy, the four-day seminar 
will tackle health problems, 
changing health malpractices, 
utilising the media to provide 
health-related information and 
protection from communicable 
diseases. 


Minister outlines challenges 
on environmental issues 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
has been giving due concern to 
toe protection of toe environ- 
ment and particularly, its 
meagre water resources and 
has set up a department for 
safeguarding toe environment, 
according to Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Minister Ahmad 
Aqaileh. 

Addressing toe opening ses- 
sion of a three-day regional 
seminar, die minister said it 
was incumbent on Jordan to 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 


EXHIBITIONS 
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Exhibition on the 100th 
anniversary of the death of 
French novelist Guv De 
Maupassant at the French 
Cultural Cente. 

-£r Exhibition of Iraqi books at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Art exhibition artist Hanan 
Al Dasouqi at the Student 
Affairs Deanship at the Uni- 
versity or Yarmouk in Irbid. 

* Art exhibition by artists 
Ibrahim Al Abduli and 
Abdul Hussein Twaij at Alia 
Art Gallery. 

■ir Art exhibition by artist Ali 
AI Sabouqji at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

■£■ Art exhibition by a number 
of Jordanian artists entitled 
“The Sixth Exhibition — 
Samples From The Contem- 
porary Jordanian Art 93” 
at the Spanish Cultural 
Centre. 

» Art exhibition by Jordanian 
artists Khaled Hijazi. 
Mohammad Al Ameri. and 
Adnan Al ShariT at Phoenix 
Gallerv for Art and Culture 
tTd. 695291). 

i Sr Art exhibition by artist Hani 
Al Hourani entitled “Im- 
pressions from Wadi Ai 
Walah” at Baladna Art Gal- 
lery. 

* Art exhibition by artist 
Sarnia Zarou at the Open 
Studio “Al Marsam Al Maf- 
tuh.” JabaJ Amman. 2nd 
Circle (9:00-13:00 and 
15:00-17:00 all days except 
Fridays). 

Exhibition “Prints and 
Drawings of Kakhrclnlssa 
Zeid” (1915-1991) until the 
15th of Junuary ’94 at Darat 
al* Funuii of the Abdul 
Hamccd Shoman Founda- 
tion. Also showing ihc 
“Permanent" Exhibition. 
(Tel. 643251/2). 

CHRISTMAS 

BAZAARS 

☆ Christmas bazaar al Al 
Nukhbuh Exhibition Hail. 
Univcrsifi Road (Tel. 
837304. 6842571. 

☆ Christmas bazaar at the 
Orthodox Club in Abdoun. 


give attention to its water re- 
sources which have been de- 
pleted over toe years as a result 
of direct pollution on the one 
hand and the growing popula- 
tion and toe flood of refugees 
on the other. 

The meeting will be examin- 
ing consequences of develop- 
ment and industrial projects on 
the water resources ana will be 
reviewing social economic and 
development issues related to 
the environment and toe im- 
pact of projects on water re- 
sources. 

Jordan, along with the rest 
of world countries, faces se- 
rious challenges to toe environ- 
ment as well as toe continual 
depletion of natural resources, 
the consequences of industrial 
development, and the random 
construction of bousing units 
and factories in addition to toe 
reduction of toe arable land, 
noted Mr. Aqaileh. 

Noting that Jordan, like 
many other nations, was feeing 
adverse effects on water re- 
sources as a result of pollution, 
the minister said that toe wide- 
spread use of fertilisers and 
pesticides and their effect on 


toe soil and water are to blame 
.for much of the pollution. 

In 1982, “he said.” toe De- 
partment of Environment was 
created to take charge of plans 
and studies related to the im- 
plementation of the national 
strategy on the environment 
which was endorsed last year 
and which gave due attention 
to the adverse consequences of 
projects on the environment.” 

Among toe main tasks of the 
department, the minister 
added, was to monitor the 
quality of water, a vital issue 
for Jordan which has meagre 
resources. 

Among toe speakers were 
Ali Attiqa, toe U.N. regional 
representative, who called for 
continual process of training 
specialists in environmental 
affairs and Dr. Mohammad 
Bani Hani, Ministiy of Water 
Secretary General, who pre- 
sented a working paper dealing 
with the social and cultural 
effects of water projects. 

Apart from Jordan the meet- 
ings are being attended bv de- 
legates from Algeria Bahrain 
Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq Libya, 
Qatar, Syria and Tunisia. 


Acting 

premier 


Qatari 

minister 

AMMAN (Petra) — Acting 
Prime Minister Maan Abu 
Nowar confered in his office 
Monday with the visiting 
Qatari Education Minister 
Abdul Ariz Turki on educa- 
tional cooperation between 
Qatar and Jordan. 

The Qatari minister and his 
Jordanian counterpart, who 
attended the meeting, briefed 
Dr. Abu Nowar on toe out- 
come of the talks which fo- 
cused on educational affairs. 

Hie acting premier and the 
Qatari minister reviewi d 
Jordanian -Qatari relations in 
general and the cultural and 
educational cooperation in 
particular and discussed future 
cooperation and the exchange 
of expertise. 

Earlier in the day. Educa- 
tion Minister Khaled Omari 
accompanied the Qatari guest 
on a visit to a number of 
educational institutions in the 
Irbid Goveroorate. They first 
visited AI Huson Vocational 
Centre for Girls where stu- 
dents acquire training in print- 
ing, nursing and other crafts. 

During a visit to Yarmouk 
University, toe Qatari minister 
learnt about the educational 
and extracurricular programmes 
offered by the university. 

The Qatari minister has 
already met with Dr. Saeed 
Tell, deputy prime minister 
and minister or higher educa- 
tion, and discussed with him 
toe programmes and plans of 
the ministry. 

Other institutions toured 
earlier by the Qatari minister 
included toe University of Jor- 
dan and toe National Centre 
for Educational Development 
and Research. 
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Homework before 
GATT 


JORDAN’S BID for membership of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), the world’s 
trade regulator, appears to run in line with its 
economic liberalisation policy in conformity with 
International Monetary Fond (IMF) guidelines. Yet 
such a step requires more than a diplomatic initiative 
spearheaded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Unlike jther memberships in various international 
fora, association with GATT should be more than a 
political stunt diplomatically prepared for. Before 
discussing this Jordanian move with ambassadors of 
the European Community (EC) and the other major 
industrial countries, It would be more prudent to 
examine the foil economic implications of joining such 


a dub at home first, particularly with the people and 
institutions that would be most directly affected by the 
decision to join. Close coordination and consultation 
with the Chambers of Commerce and Industry in 
Amman appears to be a sine qua non for an initiative 
of this magnitude. For it is one thing to seek full 
integration in world trade and commerce as per the 
principles and objectives of GATT and quite another 
to do so after reflecting economically about starting 
moves in that direction. 

Judging by information available to this newspaper, 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is conducting the 
negotiations for joining GATT without the knowledge 
and participation of the other governmental and 
private concerns. 

Accordingly, while welcoming the consideration of 
this membership by the government, we believe that 
such a decision most be preceded by full study of its 
fallout on Jordanian infant industries and business 
especially at a time when Jordanian industrial produc- 
tion still expects some protection till it is able to stand 
on its own feet. After all, only countries which have 
developed industrially are capable to perform weD 
under the rales and regulations of GATT. It Is no 
secret that the agreement is geared to service the needs 
of the mqjor industrial powers and not countries like 
Jordan. This is not to suggest that the door for 
membership should be foreclosed for all times. Rather, 
this is a call for cool and sober calculation and 
complete scrutiny of the provision of GATT. One 
wonders whether the entire articles of the agreement 
have been reckoned with already in preparation for 
full partnership in it It would be necessary therefore 
to assemble a national conference in Jordan to examine 
the viability of such a move to be attended by all 
concerned agencies in the country, both official and 
private. Otherwise, Jordan would be jumping into the 
unknown for nothing more than a sensational diploma- 
tic feat. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE RESUMPTION of the PLO-Israeli negotiations in Oslo 
means that there has been a setback for the Arab-lsraeli peace 
talks altogether, despite the world community's continued 
backing for progress to end the Arab-lsraeli conflict, said A1 
Ra’i Arabic daily Monday. Washington, which is supposedly 
sponsoring the peace process, is to blame for the filtering 
PLO-Israeli negotiations because it has been shirking its 
responsibilities and retracting its support to ensure the success 
of thepeace deal, the paper added. There is no doubt, it said, 
that Washington's retreat would encourage the Israelis to 
persist in imposing their terms for any settlement with the 
Arabs and u l particular with the Palestinians. It is also 
regrettable to hear PLO leaders declaring their understanding 
of Israel’s special security needs as they seem to have forgotten 
that it was becasue of the security claims of the Jewish state 
that Zionists occupied the whole of Palestine and parts of 
other Arab countries, continued the paper. If the Palestinians 
retreat from their demands to have control over the borders 
and the Jericho area subject to the authority rule, they offer 
the Israelis further encouragement to hold on to their 
intransigent position and could lead to further Palestinian 
concessions, added the paper. The paper demanded that the 
world community rectify the course of the negotiations by 
entrusting the whole task of achieving peace to the United 
Nations whose credibility should be safeguarded. 


SAWT AL SHAAB Arabic daily criticised the U.S. administra- 
tion for its open hostile policy against Iraq despite Baghdad’s 
fan commitment to and abidance by the world legality and die 
U.N. resolutions. The paper said that Washington and its 
allies are maintaining the unjust embargo on the iraoi people 
not even reducing its effects on the innocent civilians through a 
gradual reduction of the sanctions. The paper said that 
Washington is maintaini ng its hostile stand against Iraq at a 
time when it is condoning the barbaric aggression on the 
M uslim people of Bosnia and the Serbian war crimes against 
the innocent population. Furthermore, the European coun- 
tries continue to take an indifferent stand towards the situation 
in Bosnia, added the writer. It said that both the United States 
and Europe adopt a double standard not only in the case of 
Iraq and Bosnia but also in the question of forcing world 
nations to join the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty while 
allowing the Israelis to ignore such treaty and possess weapons 
of ma« destruction with which it can threaten Arab nations. 
The paper said that by imposing impossible conditions on Iraq, 
in exchange of ending the embargo, the United States is 
exercising an injustice unprecedent in world history. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rani G. Khouxi. 


The Middle East, Russia and dreams of chocolate ducks 


I have suggested previously that the Middle East and North 
Africa region is in die midst of a large-scale historical 
transformation whose magnitude and severity will match the 
changes underway in the former Soviet bloc — in the sense 
that both positive and negative trends mil touch every aspect 
of society (political, religious, geostrategic, economic, social, 
cultural, intellectual, demographic and even the make-up and 
borders of countries). 

Both regions are emerging from a half-century-long state of 
political, intellectual and cultural deep-freeze that had seen 
virtually all meaningful power concentrated in the bands of 
state authorities that were in turn dominated by individuals or 
by ^ma ii groups of people along with their cousins, friends and 
guards. Freed from the distortions and constraints of the 
bizarre 20th century, the peoples of both regions are now 
feverishly engaged in two simultaneous processes: 

1. They are adjusting to, and compensating for, the many 
failures and excesses of the past by trying to embrace political 
liberalisation, economic adjustment, private entrep- 
reneurship. activism by non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) and community groups, public-private sector part- 
nerships, regional cooperation and integration and more 
mutually satisfying relations with foreign powers. 

2. They are undergoing political restructuring and national 
reconfiguration that seek to foster political cultures that are 
more stable and satisfying because they are more responsive, 
participatory and accountable. A fundamental redistribution 
of power is underway among the basic constituent groups of 
society, including the ruling political elites, the military, the 
prevailing religious establishment, commercial powers, profes- 
sionals and technocrats and reUgious/ethnic minorities. 

Those two processes of adjusting for past errors and 
formulating new structures for the future are likely to result in 
four broad trends, which are already evident in both regions: 

1. A relative decentralisation of political and economic 
power from the central government to the provinces, the 
private sector, NGOs, local communities, pofiticai action 
groups and special interest groups (the protection of the 
environment and human rights, for example, are being 
handled for more effectively by private groups and NGOs than 
by the public sectors in both regions). 

2. A rise in tribalism, and the politics of religion and 
ethnicity. People unable to turn to the state for their basic 
human needs — identity, security, survival and a sense of hope 
for the future — are turning to ancient and well established 
sources of national identity and durability, including tribalism, 
ethnicity, religion and other patriarchal forces that have 
defined Russian Orthodox culture and the Middle East and 


North Africa for thousands of years- fl JhJS 

“tribalism” in its broadest sense, to include rchgi(ms, «hnic 
groups, clans and extended families and otemddigd 
patriarchal structures that unite people on the basis of their 

ITta! s&engS^Sd^Sible eventual 
merdalism as an ideology and way of life. Free msntet forces 
and regional and international private capital 
the i^onsMity of the provision of basic ^nnos fromsome 
government agencies that have been unable to do *MOb 
I note , for example , bow the private sector m 
a greater role in the provision of dean water, q«ahg 
and health care and more credible/professional televison an 
“So sendees). This takes place at a time when economic and 
soda! disparities have increased sharply due to past failures 
and rr c~**** L both within individual countries and among 
different countries throughout the two regions. 

Because of substantial fiscal constraints and management 
deficiencies, and some incompetence, government agnms 
may not be able to properly regulate the power of commeroai 
market forces, espedally in view of the traditional Middle 
Eastern convergence of interests between the powcranstocra- 
cy of commercial wealth and offidaldom. The triumph of 
commercialism will bring fabulous wealth to a small minority, 
but will result in further quality of life disparities and a 
substantial increase in the number of families living on the 
edge of, or in, poverty; the emergence of a permanent and 
perhaps growing class of marginalised people will promote 
frustration, fear and the_ politics of despair. 

4. Consequently, demagoguery, authoritarianism and auto- 
cracy will increase in some places in the short term, often 
disguised as a return to traditional tribal forms of sooal and 
political identity. This is happening already among growing 
numbers of marginalised, suffering and desperate people who 
will sacrifice modern political rights and instead turn to 
autocratic demagogues who promise to provide them with 
those things they yearn for — whether bread, heating ofl, a 
symbol that makes their hearts flutter, or a revival of their 
sense of human worth and dignity. ; 

We saw this clearly in Russia in last week’s elections, with 
the strong showing by Vladimir Zhirinovsky; it is also obvious 
in Serbia, and in several Soviet republics that have brought 
back to power ex-communists and/or strong nationalists. Boris 
Yeltsin's balancing act between democratic pluralism and 
Russian authoritarianism also manifests the attraction that 
autocracy and demagoguery hold out for both leaders and led. 
It is also evident m western cultures where rightists and 




A similar trend is also prevalent _ , 

countries, where the rigours of adjusting to new, 


democratic and pluralistic power-sharing systems is too mre 
ate mne , confusing, or exhausting for many people. It s 
distressing, but perhaps not surprising, to hear sonm pcoplerB 


more 
is too thro-: 
is 


jSdS^crf'dM^^n^^ns so sceptical** they 


verge on sarcasm, ridicule and even disdain. There is a 


yearning in the land, among some people, for th© old days and : 
the old ways — when nnemploymeat was low, the government 
provided everyone with jobs and subsidised food, the ptf 
was widely overvalued and life Was easy. But there fc danger in 
such yearning; for as in Russia, so in the Arab Middle East 
there are Yeltsins and Zhirinovsky? speak of 

democracy but practice autocracy .and ctptoit t he challenging, 
emotional environment that - prevails taorSerto gain political 
power. And (here are many people vtto would cheer them on .. 
wildly, dreaming of glory, joos, contracts and reasonably, 
priced chocolate ducks imported from Austria or Switze rl a n d. 

The Middle East and the ex-Soviet bloc both suffer a 
troubling contradiction: while they are trying to forge a sew, 
more modem political balance and power structure, they are 
simultaneously reverting to older, traditional social structures 
that are patriarchal and even authoritarian. This is an 
inevitable short-term experienced by an societies in the. midst 
of profound structural change; but it is one that we have to 
keep a dose eye on, because it contains the following colossal 
irony that is critical to grasp and to monitor. 

Toe three mam forces that have fuelled political liberalisa- 
tion in the Arab World in the last decade have been Islamist 
politics, a Icftist/pan-Arab sentiment and a broad, pragmatic, 
quasi-techsocranc desire for some sort of Arab/Islamic demo- 
cratisation. The danger now is that these three constructive 
forces may be discredited and labelled failures by people 
whose daily life conditions are so vulnerable and precarious 
that they have neither the patience nor the financial or caloric 
reserves to see through foe processes of liberalisation and 
democratisation to a satisfactory conclusion. Hunger, 
hopelessness and national humiliation are potent forces; they 
. are gnawing their way through foe soft underbelly of many 
societies in the Arab World and the ex-Soviet bloc. 

In both the Middle East and the ex-Soviet Union, the 
struggle for democracy has only now started in earnest. In 
both regions, we should beware of old men praising democra- 
cy, but promising chocolate ducks. 


1993 RAMI G. KHOURI 
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UNRWA continues noble mission 


By Pascal B. Karmy 


UNRWA's continued exist- 
ence confirms the saying that 
foe temporary endures. UN- 
RWA, the United Nations Re- 
lief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East, was established by the 
U.N. General Assembly on 
Dec. 8, 1949 and started its 
operations actually on the first 
of May 1950. It was created on 
a temporary basis to provide 
the Palestine refugees with 
shelters and food pending their 
return to their homes in Pales- 
tine in accordance with Gener- 
al Assembly Resolution 194 of 
Dec. 11 1948. This resolution 
has never been implemented 
because of Israel’s refusal to 
comply with it. As the return 
of the refugees was not realised 
and the Palestine problem has 
not been solved, the General 
Assembly had to extend UN- 
RWA's life every three years. 
Its mandate is now extended 
up to June 1996. 

It may be a good omen that 
UNRWA’s mandate was ex- 
tended up to 1996 as this exten- 
sion covers more than the two- 
year period, at the end of 
which permanent status nego- 
tiations between foe PLO and 
Israel will take place ou the- 
issues of Jerusalem, the re- 
fugees, the Jewish setdements 
as stipulated in the PLO-Israel 
accord signed in Washington 


Sept. 13. Therefore. UNRWA 
would play an important role 
in the economic and social 
development and stability of 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
UNRWA's Commissioner- 
Geueral liter Turkmen rightly 
observes in his annual report 
that: “It is dear that the recent 
developments will have an im- 
pact on JJNRWA's operations 
and programmes in different 
ways, espedally in foe-initial 
period. There is no doubt that 
from now on the other prog- 
rammes and spedalised agen- 
cies of the United Nations sys- 
tem, and the World Bank, will 
have an important contribution 
to make to the economic and 
social development in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and 
therefore towards political sta- 
bility. Because of the scale of 
its presence in the area, its 
largely Palestinian staff and its 
historical experience, UN- 
RWA will, I hope, be a major 
contributor to this combined 
effort. At the same time, the 
need for continued assistance 
to the Palestine refugees in 
Jordan, Lebanon ana Syria 
should not be overlooked.” 


between its humanitarian mis- 
sion as mandated by the U.N. 
and the sovereignty and in- 
terests of the host countries. 
During the past 43 years UN- 
RWA had to be very diploma- 
tic in its dealings with the host 
states, particularly Israel that 
oocupied the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip in 1967. 


— UNRWA had" tfo'alteTtiative' 
but to deal pra gm atically with _ 
Israel. An agreement was con- 
cluded un“ Ju ne 14, 1967 


As usual, the annual report 
clearly shows that working in a - 
region plagued with bloody 
conflicts, UNRWA has been 
all along in au unenviable 
situation. In its daily work and 
activities it has always en- 
deavoured to strike a balance 


through the exchange of letters 
between the then Commission- 
er-General Laurence Michel- 
more and Micael Comay, then 
political advisor at the Israeli 
foreign ministry. This agree- 
ment laid down the general 
principles of cooperation be- 
tween UNRWA and Israel, to 
enable the former to carry out 
its humanitarian services in the 
occupied territories without 
hindrance. It was specifically 
provided in the agreement 
that: “This cooperation implies 
no co mmi tment or position by 
UNRWA with regard to the 
status of any of the areas in 
question, or of any instrument 
relating to them, but is con- 
cerned solely with the con- 
tinuation of its humanitarian 
task.” 


Notwithstanding. this agree- 
ment, UNRWA has very often 
protested to Israel on the viola- 
tions of its privileges and im- 
munities committed by Israeli 


forces whether as regards UN- 
RWA’s premises and property 
of with respect to its staff in 
contravention to the Conven- 
tion on the Immunities and 
Privileges of the United Na- 
tions to which Israel is a party. 
With foe start of the intifada in 
December 1987, Israeli viola- 
tions have intensified. 

The realisation by Israel that 
foe intifada is a very tough nut 
to crack ■ may -be one of foe 
causes which led Jsntel to come 
to terms with the PLO and 
conclude the PLO-Israel 
accord of September 13. 1993. 

Reading through UNRWA’s 
annual report one realises the 
Israeli brutal treatment of 
Palestinian in the occupied ter- 
ritories. The states that 200 
Palestinians were killed and 
5,200 injured in dashes with 
Israeli troops during foe re- 
porting period (1992-1993) and 
150 houses in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip were partially 
or completely sealed or des- 
troyed. A new feature was the 
firing of rockets and the use of 
explosives against Palestinians 
houses during search opera- 
tions. Approximately 1,500 
people who had their 130 
houses destroyed lost their 
homes and most of their pos- 
sessions. UNRWA protested 
against those acts as well as 
against incidents of sniper fire 
from observation posts which 
in many occasions resulted in 
the death and injury of adults 


and children even without im- 
mediate danger to die soldiers 
involved. There were 263 in- 
cursions into UNRWA in- 
stallations by foe Israeli secur- 
ity forces. UNRWA ambu- 
lances and medical services 
staff were harassed and fre- 
quently shot at. 

Two staff were killed by 
Israeli security forces. A nurse 
was shot in foe bade of the_ 
head while assisting a wounded 
youth-in Rafab - and an UN- 
RWA teacher was shot and 
killed standing outside a ware- 
house in Rafah. Sixty-four staff 
members w^re arrested and 
held in detention without trial. 
Sixteen were among more than 
400 Palestinians deported to 
South Lebanon in December 
1992. Both international and 
local staff continued to be sub- 
jected to various forms of mis- 
treatment inducting beatings, 
threats, insults, intimidation 
and temporary detention by 
Israeli troops. 

It is hoped that in the course 
• of foe implementation of foe - 
PLO-Israel accord, UNRWA 
would be able to cany out its 


work more smoothly in the 
occupied territories, provided 
both parties will unreservedly 
support and enhance its activi- 
ties in the fields of education, 
health, vocational training and 
soda! services as well as m its 
programme developments for 
the benefit of the Palestinians 
to enable them to rise to the 
challenge of building a state in 
part of Palestine. Hnpafatfy, _ 
the rich Palestinians^ the 
- diaspora will partiripate in this 
grand project, provided, of 
course that Israel is sincere in 
withdrawing from the occupied 
territories and leaves the. 
Palestinians free to build their 
state on their territory. 

UNRWA has been scrying 
about 2.8 million Palestinians 
throughout its area of opera- 
tions lor decades. Crecfit must 
be due to it for its excellent 
performance in all aspects of 
Palestine refugees lives. It in- 
deed deserves full financial 
support from the international 
community which .can be 
assured that its contributions- 
will be well spent and bear 
fruits. 


Kashmir and the ‘happiness’ of its people 


By Khushwant Singh 


NEW DELHI — When I say 
Kashmir I mean the Valley of 
the Jhelum and its preponder- 
antly Muslim population but 
exclude Jammu and Ladakh 
which are largely non-Muslim. 
It is this seventy-mile long and 
thirty-mile wide valley whose 
future is at stake. It has been at 
stake ever since Kashmir 
acceded to India. 

Since we had the whole- 
hearted support of Sheikh 
Abdullah and his National 
Conference we had legal right 
to support our view that foe 
accession was voluntary. We 
agreed to grant it special 1 ! status. 
We also agreed to have/ a ple- 
biscite when conditions re- 
turned to normality. In our 
view, conditions were never 
normal and we put foe plebs- 
dte out of our minds. We 
began to assert that Kashmir 
was an integral part of India. 
Neither oar much-involved 
neighbour Pakistan which took 
over a large chunk of the state 
nor a majority of Kashmiri 
Mus lims accepted our conten- 
tion. 

Our part of Kashmir has had 
many elections and many chief 
ministers. None of the elec- 
tions were as free and fair as 
we know them in our other 
states. Consequently, none of 
• 'e chief ministers could be 
l - scribed as a popular ruler. 
They were chosen in Delhi 
and, when found inconvenient, 
s ummarily dismissed and the 


state put under governor's 
rule. 

People who have visited 
beauty spots in foe Valley of 
the Jhelum or have Kashmiri 
Muslim friends will bear me 
out that right from foe begin- 
ning they were reluctant to 
admit they were Indians. 
Though they carried Indian 
passports, they referred to us 
as “you Indians” and to them- 
selves as “we Kashmiris”. We 
poured in thousands of era res 
of rupees in the valley. It 


proved a bottomless pit and 
made no visible difference in 
the poor standards of living of 
foe common people. 

In times of unrest we sent in 
our army and paramilitary 
forces to put them down. They 
accused us of repression and 
gross violation of human 
rights. Though undoubtedly 
exaggerated it cannot be de- 
foat human rights have 


been increasingly violated. Not 
many people put faith in the 
Human Rights Commission re- 
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cently set up by our govern- 
ment. Its Chairman Justice 
R&nganath Mishra and most of 
its members do not inspire 
confidence. Since the focal 
point of human rights violation 
is our part of Kashmir its peo- 
ple will dismiss foe commission, 
as “Operation Eye-wash.” 

What can we do to solve the 
problem of the valley without 
provoking adverse reaction in 
other parts of the country? 
First, race foe facts squarely. 
One fact is that we have totally 
forfeited the sympathies of 
Kashmiri Muslims, foe other is 
that we have no moral right to 
impose ourselves by physical 
force on a people who do not 
want us. The third feet is that 
the valley is too small and too 
reliant on tourist traffic and 
sale of handicrafts to become 
an independent state. 

At best it can become an 
autonomous entity whose ex- 
istence is guaranteed jointly by 
its neighbours — India and 
Pakistan. As a wise and mature 
nation we should stop parrot- 
ing about Kashmir being an 
integral part of India ana the 
only solution being under the 
Simla Pact: it has produced 
nothing but hot air. And final- 
ly, we must not lose sight of the 
fee t that what matters most is 
the happiness of the people of 
the valley. 


The writer is an Indian jour- 
nalist and author. This article 
is reprinted from the Pakistan i 
daily Dawn. 


LETTERS 


Economy tips 


To the Editor: 


Your editorial entitled “The Job of Creating Jobs” (Jordan 
1 imes, Dec. 14, 1993) merits a great deal of public esteem and 
interest it presents the reader with an unequivocal handling of 
our Jordanian economy at a time when nobody can afford to 
ipore foe growing importance of this factor. The curtain is 
once and for ail drawn on all that is purely theoretical and 

,, Having presented a down-to-earth perspective so pointedly, 
the seeks to underscore the key obstacle which has 

overburdened our national economy for some time, namelv 
unemployment. It is indeed high time that this problem should 
be addressed effectively and proper strategies devised to 
combat its negative implications. 

res P ect must be paid to foe pains-taking 
efforts exerted so far to overcome this agonising issue with the 
help of the good offices of both the public and the^rivate 

S?TasiT'lf tW t°he Se R OR f e , ca,led T° n to work together on 
tne basis of foe Royal Letter of appointment towards 

°" th£ Way to further “operation and 

_Onjbe o ne hand . Republic sector should spare no efforts to 

^ lx y |n 8 10 makt pass tegjriaiions warraatki 
Wropnate entrepreneurial incentives andsome taTexenm- 
tions, especially for enterprises putting iob creation 
their agenda. On the other hand, the 6 private SSor h !lo,dd 
deepen its involvement in the 

setts esc boosti " £ h-tas 
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te (j .'" : Fahr e lniss jiZeid \ glimpse at the works of a larger-than-life figure 
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By left Wahbeh 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 




-r?.- 


• V , ^ 


a . 


AMMAN — Tbe Jordanian art 
lovers have the once-in-a-life- 
time chance to see works by 
the founder of the Royal Insti- 
tute of Fine Arts, Fabrelnissa 
Zeid, never shown before and 
which are part of the private 
collection of Prince Raad Bin 
Zeid. 

The exhibition of prints and 
drawings, -at Darat AI Funun, 
offers a glimpse at the life 
behind the works, a prolific life 
of creation, change, experi- 
ment and development that 
took the artist horn the Middle 


. 1 . 1 


East (Turkey) to Europe ami 
back (Jordan) to complete] the 
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circle of a fulfilled and 
meaningful life. 

Fahrelnissa Zeid’s works 
and some posters accompany- 
ing them take the viewer into 
the periods of creation and 
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frame. 

The works start in the 1920s. 
in Istanbul, where the talented 
artist was studying art. Por- 
traits, arabesques, an idyllic 
Bosphorus, convey the feeling 
of a serene time, of a simpler 
world and of the Orient. 

Then, in the 50s in France, 
the artist starts using China ink 
and die abstract. Tbe style is 
still figurative, but, to quote 
art critic Andre Parmaod, ''be- 
tween London and Paris, 
Fahrelnissa Zeid underwent an 
essential change that enabled 
her to assert herself in the 
force of abstraction.. .She was 
ready to understand and to 
experience the abstract adven- 
ture that the artists of the 50s 
were just discovering." 

By the middle of the decade, 
the artist’s works are still 
academic, but also abstract, 
and include Iithorgaphs and 
China inks. 

In the late 60s she experi- 
ments with paleocrystals. The 
work is completely abstract. 







Portrait by Fahrelnissa Zeid on display at Darat AI Fnnun 


In the 70s, the figurative lie, one similar being exhibited 
works offer a very intimate at the Darat AI Funun. 


glimpse of Fahrelnissa Zeid The late 70s see the artist in 


who was behind the large, for- Amman, where a retrospective 
mal oils presented to the pub- of her art is exhibited at the 


Royal Cultural Centre in 1983. 

The last period has both 
exuberant colours and pale, 
almost pastel oils. The artist 
draws the love for life, colour, 


waiter ... every Jrop counts 
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movement which, throughout 
her life, was the mark of her 


ilf 


her life, was the mark of her 
work. 

In 1960, in Dialogues on Art 
with Edouard Roditi, she says: 
“When I paint, I fed the sap 
(of life) rising, flooding me, 
transforming itself into forms 
and colours. . .as if I were a sort 
of medium that gathers or 
transmits the vibrations of all 
that is, or is not, in the world.” 

And the power of and love 
for life is overpowering. Her 
unique and original art is ex- 
pressed by the line she masters 
to the point of creating the 
impossible. 

She makes the line curl, 
twist, bend, loop, meet, cross, 
overlap, fill spaces or shrink to 


a dot. zig-zag, crisscross, stop 
whimsically or go on for ever 


wnimsicaliy or go on for ever 
to form abstract figures beyond 
which, if you let your imagina- 
tion fly, you see faces, eyes, 
portraits, fruit and animals, 
red magma, flowing lava,* 


gigantic coostnictions. bea -ti- 
ful landscapes or hiologr-il 
representations. 

*'It is this power to cc i- 
municate a fusion and thrill rf 
forms and colours,... throe h 
the precision of the drawn *, 
through the play of a strange 
arabesque etching several lir.es 
of force... which seems her 
essential contribution to the 
field of abstract art." says 
Andre Parinaud. 

Fahrelnissa Zeid’s portraits 
are masterfully done. They are 
so real that at times you expect 
the model to smile or mm its 
eyes onto the viewer. 

Cose -ups are deceiving. 
Only viewing some works from 
afar puts things into perspec- 
tive, defines scapes and forms 
and gives the overall meaning 
of the whole. 

Mothers holding children 
are recurrent. The mother- 
hood spirit and pride are ob- 
vious in the portraits of her 


children. 


All along the mote intimate 
abstracts, the artist was doing 


the big oils that were exhibited 
to the public. 

One such big oil that catches 
the eye at the entrance is a 
black and white universe of 
geometric figures, sniggling 
Ones, falling stars and lit win- 
dows blinking friendly in the 
darkness. 

.Also attracting the attention 
with their enthusiastic colours 
and movements are the oils of 
the latest period of the artist, 
that of twirling dervishes in 
brilliant red, yellow, blue, 


£reen and purple colours, with 
high fezes, moving in a frenetic 


high fezes, moving in a frenetic 
dance, and of turban ed figures 
kneeling on a carpet in some 
sort of a ritual. 

Fahrelnissa Zeid left behind 
her zest for life, her talent and 


many disciples. But it is diffi- 
cult to describe in constraining 
words this larger-than-life fi- 
gure. 

As for her works, perhaps 
Jacnues Lassaingt's words 
would do some justice: “This 
oeuvre that resembles no other 
is not easy to categorise 
according to current move- 
ments. Abstract painting? 
Non-figurative art? An 
alternative art? The p ainring of 
Fahrelnissa Zeid is force in 
action, a perpetual slate of 
becoming.’' 

The works from the private 
collection will be on display 
until January 15, 1994. Other 
works of this great artist are 
part of the permanent exhibi- 
tion at Darat AI Funun where 
they, along with those of other 
Jordanian artists', can be seen 
at any time. 
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)ECI): ‘Asian dragons’ 
et for more fiery growth 


JUS (R) — Six Asian eco- 
Giies, dubbed the “Asian 
igons," will enjoy further 
„ qy growth as the industrial 
;tM recovers and the rise in 
[ fyen improves their power 
■.‘.compete with Japan for 
;:ae. the OECD said 
* jtfday. 

South Korea, Taiwan, Ho 


r.ing, Singapore, Thailan 
. 1 Malaysia — referred to by 
v 'Paris-based think-tank as 
v t dynamic Asian economies 
AES) — could see their 
. al gross domestic product 
DP) rise by 6.1 per cent in 
' *4. compared with 5.7 per 
; ir this year. 

; growth in their economies 
’ lild nudge up again in 1995 
' 6:4 per cent despite an au- 
nty programme braking ex- 
ision in neighbouring Chi- 
' .The Organisation for Eco- 
mic Cooperation and De- 
opment (OECD) said in its 
3st economic outlook. 

(he rise in the yen of about 
* per cent since the first half 
_ 1992 is already having a signi- 
int impact on DAE exports. 


But while the higher yen will 
make the DAES a more attrac- 
tive region for Japanese invest- 
ment, it will also boost the cost 
of their imports from Japan, 
which supplies a quarter of 
their total purchases. 

The major regional uncer- 1 
tainty is China, whose big 
appetite for DAE goods during 
its boom offset the impact of 
dwindling demand from the 
frail economies of the OECD’s 
24 industrialised members. 
Last year 11.3 per cent of the 
DAES’ exports went to China, 
compared with 6.3 per cent in 

But now that Chinese growth 
is slowing, recovering OECD 
economies may take up some 
of the slack. 

The effort of China's auster- 
ity programme has not yet 
been felt fully in Hong Kong. 
A drop in exports to the 
mainland might be offset by 
the booming stock market and 
increased public investment as 
work on a new airport acceler- 
ates but political tension ahead 
of its 1997 handover to China 


might threaten growth there, 
the C ECD said. 

Taiwan’s recent easing of 
monetary policy has weakened 
tjhe local currency, which 
should help to compensate for 
the impact on exports of Chi- 
na's slowing economy. 

In Malaysia, export growth, 
which has recently been the 
economy's main motor, should 
ease during the next two years 
but that should be offset by 
stronger domestic demand. In 
Thailand a slight acceleration 
of growth to around eight per 
cent is likely in 1994 and 1995. 

The OECD said Singapore's 
growth would slow slightly as 
its export boom in electronics 
subsides but foreign invest- 
ment was now at a record high. 

South Korea, which has 
underperformed other DAES 
in growth recently, may enjoy a 
further recovery in investment. 
It should also benefit from 
external demand and firms' 
profitability should be im- 
proved by more moderate 
wage rises. 


ran favours limited economic ties withU.S. 


■HRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
ssident All Akbar Hashemi 
ifsanjani has said he favours 
tited economic ties with the 
rited States, despite the poli- 
al problems between the two 
untries, newspapers said 
re Sunday. 

Mr. Rafsanjani. addressing a 
3up of students from univer- 
ies and schools of theology 
turday, said Tehran and 
ashineton were engaged in 
mitea economic coopera- 
m” independent of political 
ves, the Salam newspaper 
id. 

“We should not allow our 
s with American corpora- 
ms to be broken, since a 
ijor part of our industry still 
hqs on American technolo- 
he said, quoted by the 
Jomhuri Islami . “But we 
be careful to reduce the 



president said the Un- 
jd&tates indirectly purchased 
■man oil while Iran imported 
rtain U.S. commodities, 
cording to Jomhuri Islami. 
.Tehran and Washington se- 
red diplomatic ties after 
dical students took U.S. di- 
omats and other embassy 
aff hostage in Tehran in 
nvember 1979 following the 


Islamic revolution. 

Iranian spiritual leader 
Ayatollah An Khamenei last 
month called U.S. statesmen- 
“dictators” and ruled out any 
chance of mending fences with 
the United States. 

Washington has called for 
fundamental policy changes in 
Iran before a resumption of 
ties. 

However, the two countries 
have stepped up trade in recent 
years, with Iran spending $600 
to $700 million on U.S. pro- 
ducts in 1992, according to 
Western economic sources. 

The bulk of the goods are 
re-exports from the United 
Arab Emirates and a small 
portion is imported through 
intermediaries in Europe, the 
sources said. 

The United States was 
among the few countries in 
1993 to increase trade with 
Iran, which has been facing 
grave financial problems inifoe 
past year, they said. 

Coca-Cola has made a com- 
eback in Iran and U.S. pro- 
ducts made a strong showing at 
a Tehran fair for the first time 
since the revolution. 

The display of U.S. indust- 
rial and household goods at the 


fair in October prompted 
opposition from Islamic hard- 
liners demanding a total sever- 
ance of bilateral ties. 

On Saturday the official Ira- 
nian news agency said Mr. 
Rafsanjani also blamed “glob- 
al arrogance” for falling afi 
prices, accusing Western powers 
of trying to put more pressure 
on Iran. 

Mr. Rafsanjani told the stu- 
dents that the country’s re- 
sources were being used 
“appropriately, despite all the 
obstacles created by global 
arrogance.” 

World oil prices have dipped 
to their lowest level in five 
years over the past few weeks. 

The Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) said the rail was due 
to excess output by indepen- 
dent producers ana the possi- 
bility of a resumption or sup- 
plies by Iraq, still banned from 
exporting cm under the U.N., 
embargo imposed after its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

On Wednesday the Iranian 
currency, the riyai, readied an 
all-time low on the open mar- 
ket, having lost 11 per cent of 
its value against major curren- 
cies in four days. 


)ECD predicts growth for L. America 


feXICO CITY (R) — Latin 
merica’s economic recovery 
II be sustained in 1994/95, 
iyen increasingly by private 
; vestment and exports, the 
; rganisation for Economic 
• pope ration and Development 
$ JECD) said Monday. 

Rs half-yearly outlook said 
itin America’s gross domes- 
product (GDP) was ex-’ 
icted to expand by 3.5 per 
nt in 1994 and 3.7 per cent in 


1995. 

Mexico and Argentina are 
likely to register strong growth 
and single-digit inflation but it 
forecast a weaker and more 
uncertain recovery for Brazil. 

The Paris-based think-tank- 
for industrial nations said 
trade patterns in the region 
were changing rapidly, with 
manufactured exports now 
accounting for one-third of 
Latin America’s exports. 


A proliferation of regional 
trade agreements, including 
the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA), 
Mercosur and Can com, was 
having a stimulative effect, it 
said. 

Increased competitiveness 
resulting from trade initiatives 
was helping to counter the 
effects of capital inflows on 
currency rates, the OECD 
said. 


Taiwan’s 

outgoing 

investment 

balloons 

TAIPEI (AFP) — Foreign in- 
vestment by Taiwan jumped SO 
per cent in the first 11 months 
of 1993 from the figure for the 
same period last year, but in- 
vestment from abroad declined 
by six per cent, the Investment 
Commission has said. 

Taiwan approved 298 invest- 
ment projects by local firms 
worth $1.53 billion, with the 

United States and- Vietnam 
being the most popular invest- 
ment areas. 

The figure does not include 
Taiwan's growing investment 
in China. 

The export-orientated island 
has become the mainland’s 
second-largest investor after 
Hong Kong, with an estimated 
$10 billion worth of projects by 
some 10,000 local enterprises. 

Approved investment in the 
island by foreigners in the 11 
months of this year dropped to 
$1.11 billion against $1.18 bil- 
lion the previous correspond- 
ingperiod. 

The banking and insurance 
sector was the most favoured 
area for Taiwan manufactur- 
ers, followed by chemicals, the 
commission said. 

Economic officials attri- 
buted the boost in overseas 
projects to Taiwan business- 
men seeking cheaper labour 
and raw materials abroad. 


Bentsen sees no need now 
for higher U.S. interest rates 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Lloyd 
Bentsen, firing off a warning 
shot before this week’s Federal 
Reserve policy meeting, said 
Sonday there was no need for 
the central bank to push op 
short-term interest rates any- 
time soon. 

“I don’t see it in the current 
quarter or in the next quarter,” 
Mr. Bentsen said on NBC 
Television. 

With the U.S. economy ex- 
pected to grow at around a 
three per cent annual rate next 
year and inflation modest, Mr. 
Bentsen saw no case for tight- 
ening credit before the spring. 

His comments follow similar 
remarks last week by President 
Clinton that were seen as a 
plea for the Federal Reserve to 
keep its hand off the monetary 
brake when its Federal Open-Mar- 
ket Committee (FOMQ meets 
Tuesday to set monetary policy for 
the next six weeks. 

Many analysts expect Feder- 
al Reserve policy makers will 
nudge up short-term interest 
rates before long in order to 
stamp out any signs of infla tion 
as economic growth acceler- 
ates. 

But the worry is that higher 
rates would nip economic re- 
•coveiy in the bud — a fear that 
Mr. Clinton shares. 

rates would be “a 
;e'‘ when there is no evi- 
dence of an inflationary trend. 


Mr. Clinton said last Tuesday. 

Although no Federal Re- 
serve governor or president 
has indicated the FOMC is 
about to tighten credit Mr. 
Bentsen and Mr. Clinton’s re- , 
marks may be a pre-emptive 
strike sending die message that 
they see no need to run the risk 
of thwarting a long-awaited re- 
covery. 

Until now the Clinton admi- 
nistration has shared unusually . 
cordial relations with central ' 
bank policy makers, praising 
their steady policy of keeping 
interest rates around 20-year 
lows for over two years. 

This has helped a reluctant 
recovery grow sturdier legs and 
lowered the cost of financing 
the federal budget deficit. 

But the Federal Reserve 
now is at a crossroads. 

It must choose the right time 
to ti gh ten credit so it maintains 
its anti-inflation credentials 
while avoiding undercutting 
the strength of the 33-monfo- 
oid expansion. 

Mr. Bentsen said that factor- 
ies still have sufficient capacity 
to meet the growing demand 
for goods in an expan ding eco- 
nomy without creating shor- 
tage-induced price pressures. 

The labour market also has 
plenty of excess capacity , espe- 
cially as rising productivity is 
requiring fewer workers to 
produce the same amount of 
goods, which reduces wage 
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“If 1 have to be miserable with 
someone I'm glad I get to be 
miserable with you” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAIK 
|gp by Henri Arnold end Mite ArgMon 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letterto each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


□ 

DU 

JIE 


1 

c 

□ 




RUFIT 


LEE 

j 


DULANO 


JJL 




CLAJAK 


□ 


D 


THAT CRAZY 
MAGICIAN 
70 LACK THfo 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


““ * men mi 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: ANNOY 
Answer 


(Answers tomorrow) 
WIPED TALLOW JOCKEY 


The most common answer in the rime; — 
T DON'T KNOW 


price pressures, he said. 

Mr. Bentsen said he expects 
the U.S. economy to expand 
by a robust four to five per cent 
annual rale in the fourth quar- 
ter* ending in December, up 
from an average rate of l.Sper 
cent so far this year: Inflation 
should be around three per 
cent next year, matching its 
rate over the past few years, he 
said. 

To foster strong long-term 
growth, Mr. Bentsen said the 
administration is determined 
to continue its progress on 

reducing the budget deficit. . 

That may require the Defence 
Department to delay the 
ise of some weapons to 
its $31.5 billion budget- 
ary gap, he said. . 

The OECD said in its year- 
end outlook that economic re- 
covery in the United Stares is 
strengthening and foe Clinton 
administration should continue 
its battle to reduce foe coun- 
try’s huge debt. 

The Organisation for Econo- 
mic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD) forecast that 
U.S. 
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Federal Reserve 


will decline further bat nathon. 


are there any 

expect much in ' 5L2 

acceleration, assuminga^. 
dual withdrawal 
stimulus in 1994, 
said. 


foe 

3.1 


econom^would grow 


cent in 1994 after ex- 
ig by 2.8 per cent this 
year but projected a slowdown 
to 2.7 per cent growth in 1995 
as a more restrictive monetary 
policy bites. 

. It said the Federal Reserve, 
foe U.S. central bank, would 
probably raise interest rates to 
Leep inflation at bay as the 
economy gathers pace. 

“In foe United States short- 
term interest rates wiD rise 
somewhat as monetary policy 
acts to lock in low inflation. 
This will help to keep long- 
term rates relatively stable it 
added. 

The Paris-based think-tank 


the repwfc 

Inflation this year is 

'reduce* 

S&rtfa? » 

efforts to restore order to 

national finances. . ■ 

When the economy i^trong. 
tax revenues usua^expandto 
reflect greater ove^I mcome 
and welfare expenditure.de- 

TUS deficit estimates have 
also ‘drifted lower in part 
cause lower interest rates ait 
reducing the cort°f fi nanOTg 
foe country’s $4.39 trillion 

national debt. , , . 

At foe same time, tegsIatiOfl 
designed to cut the deficit by 
$500 billion over five yean,, 
split evenly between spending 
cuts and tax increases, has 
been passed and pressure to do 
more is likely to- continue. 

“Further measures to ream* 
foe structural deficit, beyond 
those in the medium-term de- 
ficit reduction package, will be 
needed over the coming 
years,” the OECD said. "Suc- 
cess win depend importantly# 
on achieving a satisfactory to - 1 
form of foehealfo care system 
that does not weigh on budget 
deficits.” 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY DECEMBER 21, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

personal condition work out as 
you wish but patience will do the 
trick. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
The Moon is in Aries this first 
day of the Winter Solstice as the 
Sun Capricorn offering you an 
opportunity to handle a difficult 
matter wisely and gain the re- 
spect of your co- workers. Exer- 
cise caution. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
In doing your various activities it 
is necessary that you carefully 
consider every phase of whatever 
your obligations are and do them 
with more than average insight. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
It is wise to doublecheck into die 
specific cost and any arrange- 
ments for the recreations you 
plan for the coming holiday sea- 
son or they go away. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
■Home affairs can be upsetting if 
you allow them to be so keep the 
spirit of the season in mind with 
fondly as well as any other associ- 
ates. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Make sure in shopping 
or other places you do not mis- 
place your purse or oilier valu- 
able assets and keep receipts for 
whatever Is purchased. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
are all too pat to be careless 
about money or property today 
and you can avoid a loss by 
malting 'sure you have checked 
all material things that you do. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) You can "have a consider- 
able amount of discontent over 
not being able to make some 


LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You are ready to hurst 
out from some situation wh ich 
- hay become a pain 'in the TieCk to j 
you but accepting it for a littfe L 
while longer solves if sensibly. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 fq 
November 21) Accept a discrimi- 
nating friend who has your n$- 
terests at heart but disagrees with 
the way you are handling a per- 
sonal matter and you gain an 
objective. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You would be' 
wise to try to make no changes in 
the way you have been handling; 
your vocational and outside actH 
vities or you make an unfortun- 
ate mistake. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You need to delve, 
more deeply and more consis- 
tently into a new venture before 
you commit yourself or you find' 
you have bought a pig in the 
poke. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
Februaiy 19) A delay in taking 
up a moot point with your attadP 
meat would be foe best way tti 
handle that doud that is hanging 
over your usual harmony. . 

JJSCES: (February 20 to March! 
20) All sorts of conditions come* 
into the open that can puzzle oC 
depress you but don’t jump to. 
any conclusions until investigate 
ing them throughly. - ' 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Indecent 
5 Nano* strip 
9 Ravto* 

U Tennis gran 

15 Half; pan. 

16 “—of One's 
Own" (WootfJ 

•17 Read 

superficially 
IB '"The Terrible” 

19 Ve rso's 
opposite 

20 Otfenaws 01 
1989 

21 "The Gray 

&Hile- 

23 Send payment 
25 O'Casey and 
Penn 

28TalknotaBy 
27 "For Whom 
die — “ 

31 Attic 

33 — Alamos 

34 Gerard — 
HopMns 

35 From — Z 

36 Tease 

37 set 
30 CIA 

predecessor 

39Saddenora 

41 BaronefsWJe 

42 Negative in 
Novgorod 

43 I nut up 

45 IH-Drod (allow 
16 "_.Rie bonus 
boratog 
47 Ends 
49 ' 77 m Meal 
TTdtej" 

S3 OOFa opponent 

55 Fionas aty 

56 Tuning pint 

57 Covetousness 

58 Hinged hebnet 

59 Alan or Cheryl 

60 Adolescent 

61 Takes charge 

82 — "Country 7 
Slaughter 

83 Eng. composer 

DOWN 
1 Final 


i 

n 

ii 


i» 

N 





IB 














SGravnuy-rldge 

3 "The Chairman 

oitneBoartr 

4 nap 's toe 

5 Garment 

8 Tribe oi Israel 

7 Gathers 

8 Tawdry 

9 Of mother or 
father 

10 'I have — for 
Wng" (£vnns) 

11 Hit hard 

12 Cony 

13 Cupel 

21 Useful hart 

22 Ande oi golf 
24 Wrestlers pas 

27 Marsh 

28 "Utde Robot*" 

29 — majesty 

30 Method: abor. 

31 Ella 

32 Indian 

33 Aiitoslyfa 
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40 Creaa-oumlnM 49 Animate 

41 BMgrado native 50 Fnio measure 
Bu ms ne gative 51 Hindu hero . ... 

^GardtmJngtooi 52 Wmlfr prel. , 

4? Winter vamcisa noSak** 8- . 
37 Rummy variety «8 — HftsotRonw wJ* 
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Report: Iraq, Western oil companies hold talks in Jordan 


- NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — pean oil companies over the 
; Senior Iraqi ofl officials have past three weeks covered pos- 


■ 

■“ B - 


1 -■ s ;‘s* 
. .. 




Syjqy °“ °SS ls ^ P*S. ttrec weeks covered pos- 
«*? meeting in Jordan with sibihties for both production 
senior executives of major sharing agreements and tecfa- 
Westenj oil companies to dis- nical service contracts, 
qwjttoduction Carina when The newsletter said it under- 

are fitted, the Middle stood that the government 

™p ht <* to settle for 
TOfrj*) reported Monday. only a minority share in certain 


: tea meeting in Jordan with 

- senior executives of major 
Western oil companies to dis- 

\ «U*8 production sharing when 
: riflctioos are Bfted, the Middle 
• JEart Economic Survey 
: ! (MpES) reported Monday. 

■*. In the past, Iraq always has 
. h o isted that such high -level 
talks be held only in Baghdad 
\ Foreign oil companies there- 
in fare nave te odea to send only 
\ faiw*: representatives to racet- 
'* nw* in Europe or Jordan. 
--It can only be assumed that 

- Ac 'American firms have re- 
X orived some sort of green light 
■ * from Washington before hold- 
'/ fag -such semor-level meetings 

saharye recently taken place m 
£ Amman/’ the newsletter 
L«iR)te.. 

■* The weekly economic sur- 
vey,. which is published in 
*• Nicosia, said the discussions 
V lavotving American and Euro- 


French Total and ELF 
Aquitaine and the Italian com- 
pany AGIP. 

A French parliament- mem- 
ber who travelled to Baghdad 
last week to escort two re- 
leased Frenchmen back home 
said American businessmen 


were back in Baghdad prepar- 
ing to sell their wares again. 
She said France was behind in 
the competition because Paris 
was scrupulously observing the 
embargo. 

Iraq sits on at least 100 bil- 
lion barrels of oil reserves, 


second in the world after Saudi 
Arabia. Before the Gulf crisis, 
Iraq was producing around 3.2 
million barrels a day, with 
some 2.7 milli on barrels a day 
for export. 

The New York Times re- 
ported Sunday that the Clinton 


administration wants Baghdad 
to abide by tough new condi- 
tions in exchange for lifting 
U.N. sanctions on Iraqi oti 
exports. 

The United States is urging 
other members of the Security 
Council ro insist thar Iraq rec- 


oganise Kuwait as an indepen- 
dent country and stop perse- 
cuting Kurds and Shiite Mus- 
lims, the newspaper reported. 

The new requirements 
would be in addition to the 
Security Council’s current de- 
mands for Iraq to disarm and 


JoiDt ventures, because it was 
keen to maximise revenue 
from oil taxes and royalties. 

Areas being discussed in- 
clude discovered but as yet 
unexploited oilfields in south 
Iraq, together with exploration 
ana appraisal of other regions 
such as the western desert, the 
central area of the country and 
the northwestern region near 
the Syrian border. 

In addition to extracting oil, 
there are lucrative contracts in 
the offing for repairing Iraq's* 
war-damaged oD industry. 

Iraq has been bolding talks 
with foreign oil firms since th<> 
summer of 1991, mainly the 


Abu Dhabi in a $9b claim against BCCI officials 



- t V.;. 

!>.■ T 

■ ?■ — 

•<-< f [ . BML Bt nmn umu u wt 

'.'■*5“ .. mu wm fiwanBWjaani 

• . ‘v . t . . ‘I W Ul M LWn »!»»’■<■» OML 
* }s as y »g g i ggga g 

' X; ! ‘ m let* • acamar — 

• ' JA . ; . . . J g M B M B « m a r PO MP 

. ■ mn nnm tuenuun 
■ ‘rev,.. ■; MMn nwiina n^HiBM 

■ ■■•.r. '*> Sum 

c m 

XBAI 

- • . m mm ran tammcxiana 


Jt \ ■ .. AmiMnn 

■i - ■ *■ . iWH swam m 

'W OH U MW MM 


t:."' 


\ "• ■ r • ' 


Fhianpal 

Markets 


Iordan Times 

in co-opn m i S on with 

Cairo Amman Bank 
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Currency 


Deutsche Mult 
Swiss Franc 
finch Franc 


| European Cnrrcay Unit 

^ WD ItatTC 

tanwu O H * *»• MS ui GMT 


) Cirwscy - 
UA Padar ~ 
• Starting Pomd 

: DmMm Mark 
Swiss Franc 
■ French Franc 


Mew 9onit 
ClOM. 

u ~17f 12/93 

1.4860 

Tokyo 

C/o3e 
"■ti 0/ 72/93 
1.4870 

1.7094 

1.7082 

1.4615 

1.4605 

5.8380 

5.8385 *« 

110.20 

110.27 

1.1303 

1.1285** 


»* 20/12/1993 


'] Empoo Currency Unit 


1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 Mil 

3.18 

3.13 

3.34 

3.68 

5.56 

5.25 

5.25 

5.12 

6.50 

6.12 

5.75 

5.31 

4.50 

4.25 

4.00 

3.78 

6.59 

6.40 

6.06 

5-50 

2.37 

2.06 

1.93 

i Ml 

6.75 

6.43 

6.06 

5.68 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


$DNDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
frWiiig world currencies ana gold against the dollar at midsession 
London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


51.00 costs 


1.3397/07 

1.7115/25 

1.9175/85 

1.4597/07 

35.65/69 

5.8335/85 

16843/5.8 

110.46/56 

8. 3996/96 

7.4250/00 

6.7038/88 

$1.4860/70 

$389.80/39030 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschcmarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


ABU DHABI (R) — The Abu 
Dhabi shareholders in the 
, failed Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International 
(BCCn filed a $9 billion rivii 
claim Monday against 13 for- 
mer BCCI executives already 
being tried in the emirate on 
f Criminal charges. 

A statement sent to Reuters 
said the claim had been made 
on behalf of the majority 
shareholders — the r ulin g 
family of Abu Dhabi and the 
Abu Dhabi Investment Au- 
thority (AD1A). 

“The civil claimants, who 
were the majority shareholders 
of BCCI when it was shut 
down in July of 1991, are seek- 


ing $9 billion in damages for 
mismanaged and stolen 
funds,” tire statement, issued 
on behalf of the shareholders, 
added. 

BCCI, once one of the 
world’s largest private b anking 
groups, had over $20 billion in 
assets and branches in 69 coun- 
tries before it was shut down 
amid fraud allegations. Tbe 
majority shareholders owned 
77.4 per cent of BCCI at the 
time. 

The civil suit, filed in Abu 
Dhabi C riminal Court, named 
BCCI’s Pakistani founder, 
Agha Hassan Abedi, his de- 
puty Swaleh Naqvi, Ziauddin 
Akbar and 10 other BCCI ex- 


ecutives who are on trial in 
Abu Dhabi, the statement 
said. 

‘The crvil claim seeks to 
recoup funds entrusted to Mr. 
Abedi and Mr. Naqvi for in- 
vestment by them on behalf of 
the ruling family and ADIA,” 
it quoted the shareholders as 
saying. 

The rivii claim is based on 
the criminal charges lodged 
against the 13 defendants hist 
July. It will be heard with tbe 
criminal trial which is due to 
resume Dec. 25. 

Eleven of the executives 
pleaded not guilty in court on 
Oct. 9 to c rimin al charges in- 
cluding dissipating funds, forg- 


ing documents, concealing the 
bank’s deficits and losses and 
approving false loans. 

Mr. Abedi and Mr. Akbar. 
who was sentenced in London 
in September to six years im- 
prisonment for his part in the 
misuse of more than $1.2 bil- 
lion, are being tried in their 
absence. 

Along with Mr. Abedi, Mr. 
Naqvi is charged with “using 
funds encrusted to them by the 
shareholders and depositors., 
in tbe settlement of fictitious 
loans." 

They are also accused of 
taking money from the person- 
al portfolios of United Arab 
Emirates President Zaid Bin 


Sultan Al Nahayan and his 
son. Crown Prince Khalifa Bin 
Zaid Al Nahayan, to cover 
losses made by the bank. 

The majority shareholders 
describe themselves as the big- 
gest victims of the alleged 

The civil claim alleges that 
over S3 billion was stolen from 
the portfolios of Sheikh Zaid 
and Sheikh Khalifa. 

It charges the defendants 
with “misappropriating the 
funds of the BCCI Group 
through tbe creation of false 
loans and the servicing of de- 
linquent loans with these 
funds." 


let the United Nations monitor 
its military industries, condi- 
tions set at tbe end of the Gulf 
war. 

Iraq desperately needs the 
revenue from oil exports', to 
feed its people and rebijftd 
from tbe damage of the war. 


I: alleges they misled the 
owners inro believing the de- 
pleted fund was worm over. $4 
billion as of December 19S9. 
when in fact it was worth only 
about $250 million. 

Tbe statement said if tbe 
portfolio had been conserva- 
tively invested in dollar bonds 
it would now be worth $7 
billion. 

In addition ro the portfolio 
and other losses the suit seeks 
to recover $805 million for foe 
rulers’ stake in the bank, S10O 
'million for AD LA's shares and 
$900 million for ADIA’s de- 
posits, a representative for foe 
shareholders said. 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

"PACIUMG. AK FREIGHT" . 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
OOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAMARASONS 

f^^TEL 604676 6(14696 ^ 


Only 




Celebrate at 
The Celebrated; 



Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 


Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 



I - Chinese , Thai, Philtipkno 
i (ndontaian & Malaysian Spe- 
cialities. 

i - Five Branches ALL Over The 
World And Now One In 
Amman. 

- Live Classical Music. 

! - Lunch ( Special ) Every Busi- 
ness Day. 

12:00 - 3 : 30 p.m ||§|| 
6:30-11: 30pji> m 
raSK (7 days a week). wiS^ 



C lub Restaura n l. 

Reserve Now 

816690 

XMAS EVE 

Special Dinner Menu 

XMAS DAY 

Special Lunch Menu 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 



2CK off bar prices during aboie festtv&es 
MM Awmp - InH Qiiic 

^BoflBS^bl3572/r3#S7l 


2 nd Circle. Johal Amman 
Opposite French loaf 

Tel- 653482 


New Year's Eve 

i). i 

Special Effect 

The Classiest of | 

The Classiest ! 


PEKING 

RESTAURANT 

Aanwiflto omiESE-cusHC 


AlNeGf&CoBvle 

SELECT HOTEL 

WUjl / 

t*a ifay ft* you— 

tfi -•? 


/ CHEN'S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo ' 
Supermarket 

Mongollar* Barbaquo for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

^ 6:30 - Midnight / 


in & ^ £ ff 

•_ » — H null 

fG JP ' 1»_ 

\ 1 X .. u Authentic 


A. : >4 


120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from aU great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 

by ow 


'■ ' * Open daily far 

^ ' **'• lunch & dinner 

aijiU a Tdtimwfim 

wtllNA • Jabal Al Hussein 

HOUSE '**3«l r ** 

Restaurant , 




One vMt will make you 
a steady , we believe!!! 



AV/S 


harder. 



V I H N J 
Defiaurant & Tapaa 

. lebel Amman, 3rd cirde 

Tel. 61 5061 

STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get- 

* JUMBO photo 

size 30% larytr 

* From mniargm- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 


SZECHWAN EARBEN5 
CHINESE RESPPftnRANT 
IVpfoal ChSneso Foods 
SUM Chinese Chefs 

| QpcpllJ0-3JD*6M-i&ta&r\ 

Take away is available 

stun At- Arab Street 
Urn LCftanaft Commercial Centra | 

Tel.: 861174 

.Cnee Tested Always Ltvedj. 


TBE 

ATNOSBESEi 

OEAIQRS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

0pm nighty Fimb Mfi PH fa 340 AM 
Except tariqf Frocw M PM fa3M AM 
TuMdayCtoMd 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shm«kawi 


Merry Christmas 
& happy new year 
Enjoy our. sp. menue 
on Christmas day 
lunch 

Christmas , Carols 
played on the piano 

Tel 680Q93.V1. 

. Fax 823B64 
I Shmeisam-Near Babish 
v. Amman- Jordan 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

TMnamybmltafeto 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 



mil)** 


Best Pizzas & Sandwiches 





bSnMotmnal 


Soft & Alcoholic Drinks; 

ft® Take-Away Service jjj 

Shn«ns3iu 

Tel. 680670 •' 

, Jfy trjd/t/rt 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN - 


-NXGHXLT- 

Eine Dining 


LrreMusic 



Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


BIAItOTEL 

|Ka2«|I|Ib 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Tetex 23888 DAROTL JO 

ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


A Restaurant With 
Artistic Sbn6iance 


Valentino 

■ RESTAURANT 
JABAL AMWH B ngT C mOE 
ORPOSTTX THE Bum EMBASSY TO. *04303 


Special Executive Luncheon* 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30- 3.30 pm 
7. 30 -Tl. 30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Happy Hour 

At 

1 J A j. 

From 6 to 8 pm. 
One drink free for 
each drink 
phase call far reservations 
Tel 689671/2 - 6r.f,l40 
Shmeisani - Next to 
Si-^tit i Sound 


JS. EXOTIC 


AMSTERDAM 

KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS IN 
5 STAR DELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 


CALL HIS HAM INTERNATIONAL TOURS Tel. 698180 / 698181 
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I*ra-Yeltsin bloc narrows 
gap with Zhirinovsky party 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Rus- 
sia's main pro-reform bloc has 
narrowed the gap with the 
uitranationalist party led by 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky, but still 
remains as distant second in 
parliamentary voting, election 
officials said Monday. 

More than a week after Rus- 
sians voted on Dec. 12, final 
election results still have not 
been released. Election work- 
ers are continuing to sift 
through the mounds of paper 
ballots cast in the multiparty 
voting. 

With 214 of 225 constituen- 
cies reporting. Zhirinovsky's 
Liberal Democratic Party led 
with 23.2 per cent of the vo- 
ters, followed by Russia’s 
Choice with 15.74 per cent and 
the Communist Party with 
11.89 pier cent. 

Last Friday, Zhirinovsky 
had 23.5 per cent, Russia's 
Choice had 14.8 per cent and 
the Communists had 13.3 per 


The new tallies reflect late 
vote counting in Moscow, Rus- 
sia's largest city and a stron- 
ghold for Russia’s Choice and 
other supporters of President 
Boris Yeltsin. 

The final figures will deter- 
mine how the parties split up 
225 of the 450 seats set aside in 
the State Duma for party 
candidates. Another 225 seats 
are reserved for candidates 
elected on an individual basis. 

Russia's Choice is expected 
to pick up enough seats in the 
individual races to give it the 
largest number of seats of any 


bloc in parliament, but it likely 
will be far outnumbered by 
opponents of Yeltsin's political 
and economic reforms. 

Some newspapers have pre- 
dicted that anti-reform ele- 
ments will get up to two-thirds 
of the seats in the Duma, the 
powerful lower chamber of 
parliament . 

The ITAR-TASS news 
agency projected that Russia’s 
Choice would wind up with 103 
seats total, Mr. Zhirinovsky 
with 66, the Communists 62 
and the anti-Yeltsin Agrarian 
Party 49, Four other blocs 
would split 99 seats and una- 
ligned independent candidates 
would get 70 seats, it said. 

Russia’s Choice has said it 
hopes to forge an “anti-fascist 
coalition" — even with the 
Communists — to stop Zhir- 
inovsky's party, which has 
pledged to make deep changes 
in Mr. Yeltsin's reforms and 
foreign policy. 

The Central Election Com- 
mission also said Mondav that 
170 deputies have been elected ... 
in 86 constituencies to the Fed- 
eration Council, the weaker, 
upper house of parliament. 

No elections to the Federa- 
tion Council took place in the 
self-declared Republic of 
Chechnya in southern Russia 
and two other regions. 

The Election Commission 
Monday officially certified the 
results on the nationwide con- 
stitutional referendum that was 
held at the same time as the 
parliamentary voting. 

It «mid Russia's first post- 


Soviet constitution was 
adopted by 58.4 per cent of 
those who cast ballots. The 
turnout was 58.2 million peo- 
ple, or 54.8 per cent of Russia’s 
106 million registered voters. 

Mr. Yeltsin called a vote on 
his draft constitution and the 
new parliament after disband- 
ing the old hardline parliament 
Sept. 21. 

The constitution, which re- 
places a 1978 document, great- 
ly strengthens Yeltsin's powers 
as president and guarantees 
the right of private land own- 
ership, free speech and reli- 
gious freedom. 

The text of the new constitu- 
tion will be officially published 
in the government publications 
Rossi iskaya Gazeta and Ros- 
siiskiye vesti. 

Local Russian officials 
known to want greater auton- 
omy from Moscow for their 
regions will dominate the Fed- 
eration Council, final official 
results showed. 

But President Yeltsin was 
expected to seek strong ties 
with these regional leaders, de- 
spite their goals of decentra- 
lisation. in order to counter the 
influence of communists and 
nationalists in the State Duma, 
analysts said. 

Central Election Commis- 
sion officials said 170 deputies 
were elected to the council 
from 86 regions including the 
leader of the Sverdlovsk re- 
gion. Eduard Rossel, who was 
sacked by Mr. Yeltsin earlier 
this year after he upgraded the 
administrative status of the re- 


gion to that of “republic." 
The Federation Council has 


powers to approve changes in 
borders, to appoint judges to 
the Constitutional Court and 
the Supreme Court and to 
approve presidential decrees 
on introduction of a state of 
emergency and martial law. 

it also has the right to return 
any bill to the lower house for 
amendment but it cannot veto 
legislation from the State 
Duma. 

By-elections were to be held 
in March to fill eight vacancies 
due to a shortage of candidates 
.in three regions — Chechnya, 
Tatarstan and Chelyabinsk — 
and the election of only one 
representative in the far north 
region of Yamalo-Nenets and 
in the Greater Moscow area. 


Dudayev under pressure 


Meanwhile, pressure on 
Chechnya's beleaguered Presi- 
dent Dzhokhar Dudayev to 
resign intensified Monday as 
one of his main political oppo- 
nents gave him just 11 days to 


relinquish power, the ITAR- 


TASS agency reported 

Yaragi Mamodayev, former 
deputy prime minister, of this 
tiny northern Caucasian repub- 
lic, told the agency that Mr. 
Dudayev's rule “must be con- 
cluded by the end of the year." 

“Opposition forces demand 
the departure of President 
Dudayev, whom they consider 
responsible for the plundering 
of Chechnya’s riches,” Mr. 
Mamodayev added. 


ANC, Afrikaners agree on polls, Volkstaat 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
The African National Congress 
(ANC) and the white right- 
wing Afrikaner People's Front 
(AVF) said Monday they had 
reached an agreement that 
could open the way for the 
AVF to take part in South 
Africa's first all-race elections 
next April. 

A statement issued on behalf 
of the two bodies said both 
supported a democratic non- 
racial South Africa and agreed 
on “the need to seek ways to* 
address the desire of many 
Afrikaners for self-determina- 
tion in a Volkstaat (Afrikaner 


Headers of the Freedom 
Alliance, an umbrella group of 
black and white conservatives. 


met in Cape Town in last ditch 
efforts to break a deadlock on 


a constitution for a post-apar- 
theid South Africa. 

The Freedom Alliance, 
which includes conservative 
Zulu chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi's Inkatha, has re- 
jected the constitution and is 


joycotting a multi-party Tran- 
sitional Executive Council set up 


Peojjle^s State).’ 


could, subject to the 
fruition of this agreement into 
a detailed final accord, open 
the way for the Volksfinonr to 
participate in the interim struc- 
tures and the election .J’ a state- 


ment issued by intermediaries 
for the two sides said/ 


The statement was issued as 
the government, ANC and 


to prepare for the first all-race- 
election on April 27. 

The AVF, also a member of 
the alliance, includes the Con- 
servative Party, the neo-Nazi 
Afrikaner Resistance Move- 
ment and other right-wing 
white groups. 

A source dose to the AVF 
leadership said details needed 
to be worked out but the 
agreement “gives acceptance 
to a Volkstaat... it is a good 
agreement.’’ 

“The relationship between 


the Volkstaat and the rest of 
the country still needs to be 
worked out, but we have an 
agreement in principle,’’ the 
source told Reuters. 

“The question of boundaries 
has still to be frilly resolved but 
its solution is based on the 
premise that the Afrikaner 
must be in a majority,” the 
source said. 

He said the AVF had agreed 
to ANC demands that every 
South African had the right to 
live in the homeland if they so 
desired. 


“There will be no laws pre- 
venting blades from living in a* 
Volkstaat.” 

ANC President Nelson Man- 
dela said in an interview with 
Reuters Sunday the ANC had 
a duty to persuade the ultra- 
light to join an overall settle- 
ment. 
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But he added: “What we are 
not going to allow, of course, 
are demands like an Afrikaner 
Volkstaat. There is no ques- 
tion of our ever conceding to 
that demand.” 


One of the intermediaries 
said ANC Deputy Secretary 
General Jacob Zurna and AVF 
leader General Constand Vil- 
joen would sign a memoran- 
dum of agreement at a news 
conference in Johannesburg 
Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, 19 people, in- 
cluding two children, were kil- 
led early Monday when a mini- 
bus taxi and a truck collided 
near Laingsburg, about 350 
kilometres north of Cape 
Town, police said. 

Police spokesman Captain 
John Sterrenberg said five 
more people were injured in 
the accident which occurred in 
the early horns of Monday. 

. Rescue worker said the 
minibus was flattened by the 
lorry. 

Emergency services were 
still on the scene Monday lun- 
chtime trying to free the in- 
jured and dead from the 
wreckage. 

Sterrenberg said the minibus 
was heavily overloaded, car- 
rying 22 people in a vehicle 
designed for 15. 
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Baross named to succeed Antall 


BUDAPEST (AFP) — Hungarian President Aipad Goencz 
designated Interior Minister Peter Baross Monday to become 
prime minister following the death from cancer on Dec. 12 of 
Jozsef Antall. Mr. Baross, 65, who has been acting premier 
since Mr. An tail’s death, is vice president of Democratic 
Forum (MDF), the main party in the ruling centre-right 
coalition. His party chose him a week ago as its candidate for 


the post. He was to be formally appointed by parliament 
Tuesday. The parliament, where the MDF ' 


>F in alliance with the 
Christian Democratic People’s Party and the independent 
Smallholders Party holds a small majority, was also to vote on 
the new premier’s programme. 


Blast damages gas pipeline to Armenia 


MOSCOW (AP) — Georgian crews worked to repair the main 
pipeline that delivers gas to Armenia Monday, one day after 
an explosion damaged a 50-foot (15-metre) stretch, the 
Interfax News Agency reported. Police have been unable so 
for to determine whether the explosion was accidental or the 


result of sabotage, Interfax said. The explosion occurred 
Sunday night in Georgia’s Marneulsky region, an area near the 


Armenian border and populated mostly by ethnic Azerbai- 
janis. Last winter, Armenia accused Azerbaijan of repeatedly 
attacking the pipeline to cut off heating foel to Armenia. The 
Soviet 


two former Soviet republics have been at odds over the 
enclave of Nagorno Karabakh for more than five years. 


Malval criticises Aristide 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — Acting Haitian Prime Minister 
Robert Malval has for the first time publicly lashed out against 
the Caribbean nation’s exiled president, saying he was hurting 
his country by refusing to return for talks, the New York 
Times said Sunday. Mr. Malval was interviewed by the 
newspaper Saturday after returning home following unsuccess- 
ful efforts to organise a national conference in Haiti to break 


the political deadlock over re 


Jean-Bertrand Aristide 


sturning 

to power. The idea was rejected by Mr. Aristide, who said the 
security of his supporters could not be guaranteed inside the 
turbulent coon try. Secretary of State Warren Christopher 
Friday expressed support for Mr. Aristide following a Los 
Angeles limes report that Washington had abandoned efforts 
to restore him to power. 


No plan for elections — Hosokawa aide 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s Chief Cabinet Secretary Masayoshi 
Takemura said Monday that Prime Minister Morihiro Hosoka- 
wa had no plan to dissolve the lower house of parliament for 
general elections. “Hie government should not talk about 
dissolution, and I think the prime minister has no plan to 
dissolve it,” the chief government spokesman said at a news 
conference. Mr. Takemura was referring to weekend com- 
ments by ruling and opposition party leaders that Mr. 
Hosokawa might dissolve tne 511-member Lower house in late 
January if he railed to win parliamentary approval for political 
reform bills. The bills are now before the upper house after 
being approved by the lower chamber. 



A Brit^^N. a wounded Bosnian Muslim from an ambulance* 

a helicopter at Metfcovic, Croatia (AFP photo! 


Serbian Socialists claim poll majority 


BELGRADE (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic’s 
Socialist Party will end up with 
an absolute majority in parlia- 
ment following Sunday's 
general elections' in Serbia, a 
party spokesman claimed 
Monday. 

The former Communists 
were “sure” of obtaining at 
least 124 seats in the 250 seat 
parliament, and in any case 
would be the dominant party in 
the house, spokesman Ivica 
Dacic said. 

The forecast was based on 
unofficial results after some 3.8 
million votes had been 
counted, Mr. Dacic said. An 
estimated 70 per cent of the 
seven milli on electorate voted, 
according to the National Elec- 
toral Commission. 

Opposition parties earlier 
had said the Socialists would — 
as pre-vote opinion polls sug- 
gested — again be forced to 
look for allies to form a ruling 
coalition. 

The Socialists held 101 seats 
in the old parliament, but Mr. 
-Dade, quoting party returns, - 
said this time they would win 
between 124 and 128. 

Fust offidal results are not 
expected before Wednesday. 

But Mr. Dade said his party 
had so for won 37.2 per cent of 
the votes counted, compared 
to 16.1 per cent for the Demo- 
cratic Movement of four 


Titograd). 

He was shot dead by Drago • 
Krivokapic, the former mana- 
ger of a transport firm in Dani- 
lovgrad. 20 kilometres away, 
which recently went into li- 
quidation. The murderer 
turned his gun on himself im- 
mediately after shooting his 
victim. 

The two men arrived 
together by car at the govern- 
ment headquarters in Podgor- 
ica and went into foe minister’s 
office. The motive for foe mur- 
der was not immediately 
known, but investigators ex- 
pected it to be connected with 
foe Tara Company's liquida- 
tion. 

Mr. Lsejar, 43, an econom- 
ist, was the government's 
spokesman on economic 

In Bosnia, a Belgian soldier 
escorting a supply convoy was 
tilled by sniper fire, a U.N. 
spokesman said Monday, as 
heavy sniper fire provoked an 
offidal alert in Sarajevo after a 
day of shelling there. 


convoy. 

Set. Oban, who was not 
driving an armoured vehicle, 
was but by sniper fire in foe 
shoulder and lungs after pas- 
sing through a Bosnian army 
checkpoint at Buci, three 
kilometres from Visoko. 

He died shortly afterwards 
in Kiseljak Hospital. Married 
with two children, he was foe 
third Belgian soldier to be til- 
led in former Yugoslavia. 

The convoy was on its way 


from Zagreb to Kiseljak to 
oly UNPROFOR head- 


resupply 

quarters there. Kiseljak is 
around 10 kilometres south of 
Visoko. 

Meanwhile heavy fighting 
was also reported m Mostar, 
southern Bosnia, where Bos- 
nian Croat forces fired more 
than 100 shells and mainfy- 
Muslim Bosnian troops about 
20, the UNPROFOR spokes- 
man said. 


Describing the capital as 
* Nath 


“unstable,” United Nations 
Protection Force (UNPRO- 


FOR) spokesman Major Ides- 
Id Van Biesebroeck said 


Some 139 shells also fell in 
and around foe northern town 
of Gradacac, the rite of dashes 
between Serb and Bosnian 
it forces, Maj. Van 
said. 

French Foreign Minister 


opposition groups (DEPOS), 
13.1 ner cent tor 


.1 per cent for the ultra- 
nationalist Serbian Radical 
Party, 11.3 per cent for the 
Democratic Party and around 
four per cent for foe Democra- 
tic Party of Serbia,.,, . „ P " 

Mr. Dacic also said the 
Socialists were Well ahead in 
the Belgrade area, where the 
opposition is in control of local 
government. 

Meanwhile, the deputy pre- 
mier of Montenegro, MLhaflo 
Ljesar, was assassinated in his 
office early Monday, the In- 
terior Ministry announced in 
the capital Podgorica (formerly 


bald 

armed exchanges continued 
midday Monday in central 
Sarajevo, a day after Bosnian 
Serb forces fired more than 140 
shells there amid continuous 
sniper fire. 

Sunday’s exchanges, which 
were concentrated on foe city 
centre and northern and west- 
ern districts, left two people 
wounded, .Maj. Van Bieseb- 
roeck added. 1 
: Monday’s sniper fire promp- 
ted city authorities' to call a 
general alert , urging residents 
to restrict their movements. 

The UNPROFOR spoke- 
man said foe situation also 
remained tense in Visoko, near 
where Belgian Seigeant Marc 
Oban, 31, was foot dead Sun- 


Ri chard Duque said Monday 
France could with 


withdraw its 
6,000 U.N. troops from former 
Yugoslav territory “next 
spring” if there appears to be 
no chance for a peace settle- 


ment by then. 

r. Duane said foe 12 mem- 


Mr. 


bets in foe European Com- 
munity could make a joint de- 
cision on such an “option.” 
“If foe political process com- 
es to fed, themew situation tfrB 
creates will have tribe* taken 
into consideration," he said. 

“The 12 (member EC) 
would have to decide together 
on what should be done,” be 
said, adding that “foe possibil- 
ity of a withdrawal is one of foe 
options.” 

But for the moment, “no 


day at foe wheel of foe lead 


vehicle in an UNPROFOR 


decision along these lines has 
been taken,” Mr. Duque said. 


2 top ministers plunge for Balladur 


PARIS (AFP) — Two senior 
government ministers took foe 
plunge for Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur as foe right's 
best candidate in presidential 
elections in 1995 in a move that 
could put paid to foe chances 
of former Premier Jacques 
Chirac. 


Speaking on television late 
Sunday, Ms. Veil said Mr. 
Balladur was presidential 


material because he had ac- 
quired “a national and interna- 
tional dimension”. She said: 
“Many of us think that his 
qualities would make him a 
tremendous president of foe 


In separate but almost iden- 
tical statements, Defence 
Minister Francois Leotard and 
Health Minister Simon Veil 


republic.” 
Mi. 


both said they backed Balladur 
to succeed Racialist President 


Francois Mitterrand. 


. _ . Leotard said foe prime 
minister had “ail foe required 
qualities" to be president. 

Both ignored Mr. BaUadur’s 
orders to his ministers, to keep 
quiet and not to launch into the 
presidential campaign until foe 


end of 1994 — the election is 
scheduled for May 1995. 

The remarks could only 
make relations difficult be- 
tween the prime minister a n d 
neo-GaulIist leader Jacques 
Chirac, president of foe Rally 
For foe Republic (RPR). 

Mr. Balladur is in the same 
party, but Ms. Veil and Mr. 
Leotard are both members qf 
the centre-right Union 'for 
French Democracy (UDF), the 
junior partner in the ruling 
coalition, and their remarks 
could only cause gnashin g of 
teeth in foe RPR 8 


S. Korea, U.S. await Northern response 


SEOUL (R) — Seoul and 
Washington will got make any 
further concessions to commun- 
ist North Korea and may push 
for sanctions to force it to open 
nuclear plants to outside in- 
spection, Yonhap News Agen- 
cy said Monday. 

It quoted an unnamed senior 
government official as saying 
foe North was expected to de- 
liver a formal response this 
week to a U.S. proposal aimed 
at ending foe nuclear row. 

During a meeting in New 
York on Dec. 10, U.S. officials 
told North Korean representa- 
tives foe North most open all 
suspect nuclear sites to interna- 
tional inspections and resume 
dialogue with foe South. 

“What we relayed to foe 
North on Dec. 10 is the best 
concession we can make at fois 
point. Making more conces- 
sions is realistically impossible 
now,” the official was quoted 


of foe sanctions option, prefer- 
ring to explore all diplomatic 
channels. 

The North was reported to 
have offered to open five re- 
latively minor sites to interna- 
tional inspections while barring 
access to two sites — a reactor 
and a nuclear processing plant 


— that Western intelligence 
says could be used to separate 
plutonium for a nuclear do mb. 

White House Chief of Staff 
Thomas McLarty said Sunday 
foe United States would press 
for an oil embargo agains t 
North Korea if it fails to open 
nuclear facilities to interna- 


tional inspection. 

He said the administration 


by Yonhap as saying. 

“If the North does not 


accept the offer, we will not be 
able to deal with foe problem 
in foe manner with vouch we 
have treated it until now,” he 
said. 

Yonhap said foe statement 
meant Seoul and Washington 
would refer foe issue to foe 
U.N. Security Council for 
' possible trade sanctions against 
. the North. 

Seoul, in a bid to avoid any 
exreme reaction from foe un- 
predictable North, has until 
now been a reluctant supporter 


of U.S. President Bill Clinton 
first intended to continue 
negotiations with North Korea 
to persuade it to comply with 
anti-nuclear weapons agree- 
ments. 

Failing that, foe United 
States would seek U.N. sup- 
port to apply economic press- 
ure on North Korea. 

“The next step, I think, 
would be on foe economic 
front with the consideration of 
certain embargoes, particularly 
petroleum,” Mr. McLarty 
said. 

North Korea rattled the 
world in March by withdrawing 
from a nuclear safeguards trea- 
ty to avoid international in- 
spections of the two rites. 

This raised fears it was de- 


South Korea, u 

In Tokyo, U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali pre- 
dicted Monday that negotia- 
tions and a continuing dialogue 
will lead to a resolution of the 
question of North Korea’s sus- 
pected development of nuclear 
weapons. 

"I am an optimist,” Dr. 
Ghali told journalists here 
ahead of a trip to North Korea 
planned for Friday. 

“I believe that it will be 
possible to find a solution 
through negotiations, through 
a continuing dialogue." 

Dr. Ghali stressed that the 
question of possible sanctions 
against Pyongyang would be 
one not for him but for the 
U.N. Security Council. 

While he will be the first 
U-N. chief ever to visit foe 
isolated Stalinist state. Dr. 
Ghali said be had “no man- 
date” from the Security Coun- 
cil or any U.N. member coun- 
try to act as an intermediary 
between North Korea and 
Washington. 


But he would be glad to 


deliver any messages, if asked 
to do so on his “mission of 
goodwill," he added. 

He also said foe United Na- 
tions would probably be willing 
to play an intermediary role to 
help North and South Korea 
resolve their differences, but 


veloping nuclear weapons that 
Id be used to threaten 


cou 


only if asked to do so by the 
both U.N. 


two countries, 
members. 


1st ail- woman 
police station 
opens in To%o ~ # 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s fust 
neighbourhood police station 
manned only women 
opened in TokyoVritzy Ginza- 
district Monday,, police said. 
The six policewo me i r OT forty . 


ya' 


are all masters bTfado, aikido 
or other martial am. Like their 






male counter 
revolvers and &Q arc 
as good shots. “Wc hope this, 
new police box will , improve . 
the image of foe Metropolitan 
Police Department,* a spokes* 
man said. 
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Americans believ* 
in angels— poll 




WASHINGTON* (AFP): ~ 
Americans believe in angels, 

,■ ii l 


according to a poll published in 
le-Of Time jna^r 


U 


foe latest issue- Of _ 

zine. According to the poll 
reported m the 1 Dec- -27 -cover 
story The New Age Of Angela* 
69 per cent of Americans be- 
lieve in the existence of angels, 
compared to only 25 per cent 
who do not. Americans on the. 
other hand are more evenly 
divided when it comes to fallen 
angels, or devils:: 49 per cent 
say they believe in them, while 
45 per cent say they do not. Of 
those surveyed* 46 per cent 
believe they have their own 

? ersonal guardian angel, while 
1 per cent do not. The survey, 
which was conducted Dec:- 2 
among 500 adult Americans, 


... i. 

1: 
. I 


v 
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has a margin of error of plus or' 
minus 4.5 pc 


per cent. 
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Family abandons 
5-year-old 
alleged killer 


NEW DELHI (R) — A five- 
year-old Indian boy, accused 
of clubbing three children to 
death m eastern Bihar state, 
has been abandoned by his 
family, a newspaper said Satur- 
day. The Delhi-based Pioneer 
said Harender Choudhary has " 
been charged with the dee. 6 
qiurder of an eight-year-old 
girl, her lfrroonth-old sister 
and their six-year-old brother. 
It said Harender objected to 
foe three children playing in 
front of his home and when 
they did not heed him, clubbed 
them with a bamboo stick. 
Children below six years can- 
not be prosecuted under 'Indi- 
an law. The Pioneer said 

- Harender s ftftheft, fearihg^e-;"' 

TiriSals by foe “victims’ -ftfiffly." 
has.g6ne into hiding, abandqq- 
irig his son on’the dusty streets: - 
of his home village. 
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'Arrogant 1 German - 
not so sure - 
of himself 


BONN (R) — Popular pre- 
judices may portray Germans 
as arrogant, but they apparent- 
ly chink a loc less of themselves 
than their reputation abroad 
suggests. INFAS, a leading 
polling institute, was surprised 
to find that a full 78 per cent of 
Germans they polled said *’no" 
to the question: “Would the 
world be a better place if. 
everyone was like the Ger- 
mans?” Only 21 per cent 
thought it would be. ‘.’Germans : 
have a reputation for apparent 
arrogance,” said a spokesman 
for INFAS. which carried out 
the survey for the first time.. 
“We decided we would check 
it out." INFAS was so intri- ( 
gued by the results that the’ 
institute would pose the ques- 
tion regularly, he said. The 
spokesman traced much of the 
self-effacement to the concern 
that has spread across Ger- 
many as its economy stalled 
while unemployment and the 
costs of unification rose. 
Another question in the same 
survey mirrored this concern - , 
showing that 73 per cent qf 
those responding were worried 
by Germany's current state ’ 
compared to 55 per cent only 
two years ago. 




U.S. lottery 
jumps to $90m 


DES MOINES," Iowa (AP) ’ : r ” 
The jackpot in the multistate * 
Powerball Lottery rolled over t 
to an estimated $90 million for** 
Wednesday’s drawing, the 
game’s second-highest prize. 

No one had all six numbers 1ft -iS 
Saturday's drawing for $67.5 W 
million, hut 25 players won foe M 
game’s $100,000 second prize d : 
by hitting the first five imra-ril 
bers. The game’s highest prize*®# 
was Sill million, won by-it-rf 
Wisconsin teacher last sum- 
mer. Charies Strutt, director Of 
the multi-state Lottery Asso- 
ciation, seaid it is hard" to ore- 1 
dirt where the jackpot will golf 
nobody wins it Wednesday be- 
cause people don't buy as 
many tickets in the holiday 
Mason. Players choose five * 
different numbers from one to 
P]^, a separate number, . 
called the Powerball, from a 
separate field of 45 numbers.' 
Each ticket costs $1. 
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AI Ahli look poised to win 
Jordan Basketball Championship 


Brazil, Italy given tough World Cup draw 


By Afcen Bannayan 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Eight matches 
remain before foe country’s 
top-two basketball teams, Al 
Anli and Al Ortho doxi dash 
for foe 1993 title of the first 
division basketball cham- 




Tuesday’s matches will pro- 
vide coaches of both teams 
with a good opportunity to put 
their players and strategies 
through a final test as they face 
foe third and fourth teams erf 
the competition. 

Former champions Al 
Orthodoxi, who won tbe title 
throughout the eighties before 
losing it in 1990 and 1992 to Al 
Ahli, will face fourth-placed Al 
Jam at Amman’s Sports Palace 
court. In the following match 
titleholders Al AhH will rfpsb 
with third-placed Al Jazueh. 

Al Orthodoxi, who only lost 
one match 70-60 to Al Anli in 
the first round final, had defe- 
ated Al JaKl 90-71 in their first 
round match, while Al Ahli 
had scored a big 128-66 win 
over Al Jazireh. 

In this week's other matches 
newcomers" Al Wifaq and Al 
Ashrafieh who have already 


been relegated will take on Al 
Watani and Al Hussein who 
are both fighting for fifth 
place. 

During the first round, Al 
Watani had defeated Al Wifaq 
81-54 while Al Hussein haa 
overcome AI Ashrafieh 86-51. 

Results of matches in the 
past week came as no surprise 
to anyone. 

Al Ahli continued their un- 
beaten streak with a 94-53 (52- 
21) win over Al Jalil, while Al 
Orthodoxi scored a crushing 
90-32 (45-11) win over Al 
Watani. 

In another match, Al Jazireh 
manag ed a 67-58 win over Al 
Hussein. 


Al Hussein, now in sixth 
place after a first round 80-78 
loss to Al Watani in double 
overtime, led 8-2 before Al 
Jazireh caught up at 12-12 and 
ended foe first half 36-24. 

Meanwhile Al Wifaq, who 
have so far failed to score a 
win, lost 52-45 to Al Ashrafieh 
in foe final minute of the 
match. 

Al Wifaq players, apparent- 
ly determined to score a face- 
saving win, led 32-20 at half- 
time. They continued to lead 
44-39 before Al Ashrafieh 
caught up, took the lead and 
converted the match to their 
advantage by scoring to win by 
free throws. 


STANDINGS 


earn 

P 

W 

L 

SF 

SA 

Pte 

,hH 

12 

12 

. 

1219 

554 

24 

irtbodaxi 

11 

16 

1 

1058 

665 

21 

azireh 

12 

9 

3 

961 

806 

21 

alfl 

12 

6 

6 

941 

807 

18 

fatani 

12 

5 

7 

770 

947 

17 

[ossein 

12 

3 

9 

845 

954 

15 

ishrafieh 

• 12 

2 

10 

575 

1113 

14 

Pifoq 

U 

- 

11 

449 

974 

11 


* Al Orthodoxi and A) Wifaq have a postponed match. 


Slovenian upstages local hero Tomba 


MADONNA DI CAMFIG- 
LIO, Italy (R) — Jure Kosir of 
Slovenia upstaged local Hero 
Alberto Tomba to win an 
Alpine skiing World Cup sla- 
'' lom Monday, giving Ins conn- 
try its first cup win since inde- 

* giideiice from Yugoslavia in 

Tbe 21-year-old Kosir pro- 
duced two excellent runs in 
foggy conditions on foe Canale 
\firamonti Piste to dock a 
combined time of one minute 
34.69 seconds, j edging out 

• Tomba by nine hundredths of a 
second. 

“I skied a very cool race. I 
knew that it would be a good 
time when I crossed foe hue,” 
said Kosir, whose previous 
best result was second place in 
a slalom in Lech, Austria ear- 


lier tins year. 

“I can’t imagine a sweeter 
win than to beat Tomba be- 
cause Alberto is simply foe 
best in slalom,” he added. 

The triple Olympic cham- 
pion Tomba, second in a giant 
slalom in Alta Badia on his 
27th birthday Sunday, 
accepted defeat with a smile as 
thousands of Italian fans 
cheered his performance. 

His 80 point haul should lift 
him ahead of Norwegian 
Kjetfl- Andre Aamodt at the 
top of the overall World Cup 
standings once the provisional 
slalom results are confirmed.s 

Norwegian Finn- Christian 
Jagge, reigning Olympic sla- 
lom champion, took third 
place in 1:34.93. 


Tomba. skiing in the bold, 
buccaneering style which has 
become his trademark, made a 
costly mistake on foe lower 
part of foe course — just as he 
bad done Sunday. 

The Italian rocked back on 
his skis and looked set to lose 
his balance completely before 
a superb recovery limited foe 


Wachter threatened by 
fellow Austrians 


u.i!i!'Genr,f 
o sure 
rued 


FLACHAU, Austria (R) — 
Anita Wachter, women’s 
Alpine skiing World Cup hol- 
der, must watch out for her 
Austrian teammates as she 
seeks to consolidate her overall 
lead in this season’s Title chase 
in a super-giant slalom 
Tuesday. 

Wachter, fourth in a com- 
bination in St Anton at foe 
weekend and victor in two 
giant slaloms this season, won 
b a World Cup super-G in Las 
Lenas, Argentina, in 1989 and 
has finished second five times 
in her career. 

But fellow Austrians Ulrike 
Maier and Renate Goetschl 
should give her a run for her 
money, while experienced 
French racer Carole merle will 
be eager to produce a decent 


performance after an indiffe- 
rent start to this Olympic 
season. 

Maier, Twice super-G world 
champion and winner of two 
races in the discipline last sea- 
son, has won one giant slalom 
and finished third behind 
Wachter in another. 

Competition in foe first su- 
per-G of foe season should be 
further enlivened by tbe pre- 
sence of 18-year-old Goetschl 
who caused a shock at foe 
weekend by winning foe St. 
Anton combination and taking 
second place in her first World 
Cup downhill. 

Merle, who has won 11 su- 
per-Gs in her career, finished 
third in foe opening giant sla- 
lom in 'Soelden in October but 
has not made foe podium since. 


“I didn’t ski to foe best of 
my best ability, bat this second 
place is good enough,” Tomba 
commented after missing out 
on his third straight slalom 
win. 

Tomba is tbe sport’s ulti- 
mate showman, but Kosir is 
also something of a character 
having recorded a rap record 
with his colleagues from the 
Slovenian team. The accom- 
panying video was broadcast 
by Italian television before the 
run. - 

Slovenian athletes bad en- 
joyed success in Worid Cup 
competition while competing 
under foe Yugoslav flag, Bojan 
Krizaj winning this race in 
1984. 

The third place for Jagge 
was a welcome return to form 
after a disappointing 1992/93 
season. Madonna is a happy 
venue for him since be re- 
corded bis only World Cup win 
here in 1991- 

Aamodt placed 10th, one 
position behind fellow all- 
ronnder Guenther Mader of 
Austria. 

Tomba now tops tbe overall 
World Cup standings on 454 
points, just seven ahead of 
Aamodt (447) with Mader 
third (423). 


LAS VEGAS (Agencies) ~ 
Three-time champions Italy 
and Brazil were handed the 
World Cup venues they pitch- 
ed for, but foe oponents they 
feared at Sunday’s draw for foe 
1994 tournament at the Las 
Vegas Convention Centre. 

Italy were given foe prestige 
Grants Stadium in New Jersey, 
in foe hot-bed of America's 
Italian community, for two of 
their three first-round match- 
es. And if they can overcome 
some tough opponents they 
could play all their games up to 
the final, except one, at the 
same venue. 

But they paid for their good 
fortune in America’s gambling 


fortune in America’s gambling 
capital by drawing Ireland, 
Norway and Mexico as Group 
E opponents. 

Italy were stretched to their 
limits in achieving a 1-0 victory 
over Ireland in the quarterfin- 
als of foe 1990 World Cup on 
home territory in Rome, and 
Norway, one of the surprise 
success stories of European 
qualifying this time, nave 
proved their undoing in foe 
past. 

Italian officials had picked 
Norway as one team would 
rather avoid after the Scan- 
dinavians cost them a place in 
the 1992 European Cham- 
pionship finals when they beat 
them in Oslo and drew in 
Genoa. 

Mexico showed they could 
be a force next year after an 
admirable debut in this year's 
Copa America South Amer- 
ican championship. 

Italian coach Arrigo Sacchi 
said his side and Brazil had foe 
hardest groups. 

‘Tt will not be easy for us, 
we have three formidable 
opponents. But if we want to 
wm the World Cup we have to 
play well,” he said. 

Brazil’s fate looked even 
worse with coach Carlos 
Alberto Parreira’s personal 
nightmare of drawing three 
strong teams coming true in 
the form of Russia, Cameroon 
and 1992 European Cham- 
pionship s emifinal i s ts Sweden. 


He had wanted to avoid foe 
powerful Africans Cameroon 
— quart erfinalists m 1990 — 
and feared drawing one of foe 
two strong Scandinavian teams 
from foe outsiders' pool. 

Before Sunday's draw, Par- 
reira had described the line-up 
his side ended up with as “a 
group of death.' 

His saving grace was that 
Brazil will play two of their 
three first-round games in San 
Francisco’s cooler climate, 
something they had asked 
FIFA to arrange to make their 
passage towards foe final less 
arduous. 

They had wanted to avoid at 
all costs Orlando where they 
feared the debilitating humid- 
ity and heat could hamper their 
chances of winning foe World 
Cup. The finalists will play 
seven matches in four weeks. 

In a break with tradition, 
FIFA matched up foe venue 
cities with foe groups after they 
had been drawn in an attempt 
to place teams in communities 
where they will have big sup- 
port. 

Brazil's third first-round 
game is in the Pontiac Silver- 
dome near Detroit — where 
World Cup matches will be 
played indoors for the first 
time. 

Parreira said after tbe draw 
that Group B was so strong 
and finely balanced any of the 
four teams could win it. and 
any four could finish last. 

Holders Germany and 1990 
losing finalists Argentina, foe 
other two favourites, found 
themselves in much weaker 
groups which should assure 
them of a good second-round 
tie, against one of the third- 
placed teams from another 
group. 

Germany kick off foe 1994 
World Cup on June 17 in Chi- 
cago against South Americans 
Bolivia, appearing in their first 
finals since 1950. 

They also play Spain and 
weak Asian qualifiers South 
Korea. 

Argentina meet Greece in 
their opening game in Boston, 


and also meet Bulgaria and 
Nigeria, probably thetr hardest 
opponents. 

if results go according to 
form, Italy and Germany are 
heading for a quarterfinal 
showdown, with Argentina 
probably their semifinal oppo- 
nents. And with Colombia 
looking to have a good first- 
round draw against foe United 
States, Switzerland and Roma- 
nia, they could be on course 
for a semifinal against Brazil or 
possibly the Netherlands. 

The United States face a 
tough task to reach foe second 
round. 

But coaches and players 
have predicted that next year’s 
World Cup finals — foe 15th 
— could be a lot more open 
than for some time, particular- 
ly after FIFA, tbe games’ gov- 
erning body, changed foe rules 
to award three points instead 
of two for a win in foe first- 
round league stages. 

Reaction to this week’s deci- 
sion, done in a bid to encour- 
age teams to play more attack- 
ing soccer and penalise those 
that play for draws, has been 
widely praised. 

German coach Berti Vogts 
said: “It could be positive as 
you can still get three points 
with one win in your last match 
and that would probably be 
enough to get through to foe 
second round/' 

Alketas PanagouUas, who 
took Greece to their first 
World Cup finals, said: “I 
think it's a step forward after 
Italia 90 with all those 0-0 
boring games. 

“You are obliged to make 
some effort in attacking play 
because the two-point gap be- 
tween a win and a draw forces 
teams to go forward.” 

Nigeria's Dutch-born tech- 
nical adviser Clemens Wes- 
terhof added: “I like it because 
it will encourage more attack- 
ing football.” 

Gordon Banks. England 
goalkeeper when they won foe 
1966 world Cup, said: "It’s an 
excellent idea because we 
won't see teams sitting back to 


defend, unless they have very 
good forwards. 

“There will be no point play- 
ing for a draw and we will 
therefore see more goals 
scored.*’ 

Banks also predicted some 
surprises, particularly from foe 
African teams. 

“I think there will be some 
shocks from foe Africans. I 
think they are good enough to 
take points off the top seeded 
teams, which mil make it a 
more open World Cup.” 

Pete left out 

The United States officially 
began their hosting of tbe 1994 
World Cup Sunday in typical 
Hollywood style with a classic 


display of show business hype. 

The only problem was foe 
sport's biggest star was no- 
where near foe lights on centre 
Stage. 

Pole, foe most famous soccer 
player and the game's biggest 
ambassador, was left out of 
Sunday’s draw because of a 
row between himself and 
Brazilian soccer chief Ricardo 
Teix eira, foe son-in-law of 
FIFA boss Joao Havelange. 

Tbe show went on without 
Pele. But without the most 
recognised soccer face in foe 
world under the lights, it was 
like a Hollywood gathering 
without a few words from Bob 
Hope or Elizabeth Taylor. 

“Joao decided for me, do 
not be in the draw,” Pele said. 
“I feel tbe same. 1 will con- 
tinue to work.” 

Havelange, 77, has been 
criticised for allowing his prob- 
lems with Pele to invade the 
draw. But Pele, considered the 
greatest player ever and now 
an ambassador for foe sport, 
said he did not encourage such 
criticism. 

“I want everyone to know I 
have nothing against Joao 
Havelange or FIFA,” said 
Pele, who left the hall with 25 
minutes remaining in the cere- 
mony. “He’s is my idol since 
1958. He encouraged me, sent 
a lot of messages to me. That is 


Witt stronger than ever, aims for Olympics 


HERNE, Germany (R) — 
Katarina Witt, in a great com- 
eback to competitive figure- 
skating this weekend, cleared 
the first hurdle on the hard 
road to foe 1994 Winter Olym- 
pics. 

At 28 twice as old as some of 
her contenders, the glamorous 
queen of figure-skating 
finished second at the German 
Championships Saturday to 
qualify for January's European 
Championships 

The result boosted the dou- 
ble Olympic champion’s ambi- 
tion or becoming one of only 
two German skaters eligible 
for the Olympics in Lilleham- 
mer, Norway, a month later. 

“It was an exceptional feel- 
ing to stand there on the 
podium again after nearly six 
years,” Witt fold reporters. 

She said it was a personal 
victory for her to be able to 


return to a sport that has de- 
veloped rapidly since she 
turned professional after win- 
ning gold at foe 198^ Clagary 
games. 

“I wanted to show that if you 
have a dream, go out and try to 
fulfill it no matter what people 
say,” said Witt, who proved 
doubters wrong by emerging 
stronger and more agQe than 
ever. 

Witt soared across foe ice 
with four triple salchow and 
toeloop jumps, including two 
flawless combinations, in the 
decisive free programme. 

“She excelled licrselt 
tonight,” said Jutta Mueller, 
Witt's old trainer who helped 
her win two Olympic, lour 
world, six European and eight 
East German titles in the 
1980s. 

Witt has used a new rule 
allowing paid skaters to be 


reinstated as amateurs. But the 
demands in competition are 
much: higher than in profes- 
sional ice shows. 

Since announcing her com- 
eback in January, Witt has 
gained two kilos in sheer mus- 
cle from workouts and im- 
proved what was always a rela- 
tive weakness of hers, the tri- 
ple jumps. 

“Her jump has become 
enormously explosive,” said 
Karin Knoll, a sports scientist 
at the Leipzig Institute for Ap- 
plied Training Science. 

“To some exten she is even 
better today than she was in 
the old days,” said Knoll, 
whose institute dosely moni- 
tored Witt in East Germany. 
“She has performed a great 
feat.” 

Knoll said Today's young 
figure skaters had better tech- 
nique and more power than 


when Witt was at her 1980s 
peak. 

Witt fell in the toe-loop com- 
bination during her dress re- 
hearsal of foe free programme 
in Frankfurt two weeks ago, 
but kept her nerves under con- 
trol at tbe championship. 

“I knew she had the jumps 
when she needed them, said 
Elfried Beyer, a judge. “I 
don’t know where she gets this 
strength from but she has got 

Manfred Hoencl, an East 
German expert who followed 
Witt’s earlier career, said her 
main asset, foe artistic pre- 


what I want everyone to under- 
stand. 

“I don't think this is a FIFA 
issue. I think this is a personal 
message from Havelange. This 
doesn't change anything, this is 
a personal thing. I was invited 
and dis-invited. ’ 

“I did the draw ir New York 
to select teams (for foe qual- 
ifying touraamt .. in 1991). My 
life doesn't change if 1 pick foe 
ball or not. But the Brazil 
Federation we will change.” 

Alan Rothenberg, presklent 
of the U.S. soccer federation 
and chairman of the World 
Cup USA 1994, unsuccessful y 
tried to change Havelange's 
nrind. 

“I was veiy disappointed," 
Rothenberg said, adding he 
had no authority over foe draw 
ceremony and worked only at 
FIFA's direction. 

Pele has accused the confed- 
eration of Brazilian football 
(CBF) of corruption. Teixeira, 
the bead of foe confederation, 
has sued Pele for defamation. 

Pele charged that a televi- 
sion group with which he is 
affiliated outbid a rival by 51 
million for rights to local Brazi- 
lian games, but was not 
awarded the contract because, 
Pele claimed, his group failed 
to pay a bribe to Teixeira. 

‘The point people should 
know he is his son-in-law ... 
the problem is with the Brazi- 
lian Confederation, his son-in- 
law, with his secretary, when 
we had business this s umm er in 
Brazil, were opposed to me, 
because I don't accept corrup- 
tion,” Pele said. 

“I do not accuse any person. 
We have a big problem in 
Brazil with soccer. In Rio, they 
are trying to do a separate 
league because they are not 
happy with the administration. 

“What I want to make clear 
is my problem is with foe CBF. 
because I do not accept what 
they do w ith m y company.” 

Several FIFA officials, in- 
cluding General Secretary 
Joseph Blatter, tried to con- 
vince Havelange to back off 
and allow Pele to participate ■ 


sentation, had only improved 
with the years. 

“She is older and more a 
woman,” he said. “The crowd 

S ets goose bumps from seeing 
er.” 

Witt did her free skating to 
the anti-war song Where Have 
All The Flowers Gone? a tri- 
bute to war-torn Sarajevo 
where she won her first gold 
medal at the 1984 Winter 
Olympics. 

wearing a red, knee-length 
dress, she was awarded three 
scores of 5.9 ont of the max- 
imum 6.0 for presentation by 
foe nine nudges. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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LOOK FOR THE SILVER LINING 

Both vulnerable. North deals. Since the defends 

NORTH trick on the go, dec! 

4 A K 10 take care of the eh 


7 A 9 8 6 
0 Q 98 2 
*66 

WEST EAST 

* 7 2 * Q 8 4 

9 J 10 3 2 764 

0 J 10 3 07664 

# Q 9 8 4 *K 73 2 

SOUTH 

• J96 5 a 
<?KQ7 
OAK 

* A J 10 
The hfaMfar 

North East Sooth Wert 

1 0 Pass 1 * P» 
2* Paw 4 NT Paa* 

5 Pa m 6 * Pm* 
Pan Pa** 

Opening lead: Four of * 

Just became you spot two lines 
that can be’ combined to land the 
contract doesn't mean you have riv- 
en it your best shot Dig around to 
see whether you cant do even 

hrttw. 

The bidding n typic&i of the hur- 
ley -barley erf robber bridge. The fi- 
nal contract, however, was sound 
enough. Only the dob opening lead 
made fife rtiffinik. 


Since the defend e rs had set op a 
trick on tbe go, declarer needed to 
take care of the dub loeer before 
losing any other trick. The obvious 
play was to rely on the tramp fi- 
nesse, but declarer wanted better 
rim n a 50 percent shot for the slam. 

The fine South adopted was an 
im p rov e ment, but overlooked a 
slight extra chance. The ace and 
Ung of trumps were cashed in the 
hope that the queen would drop. 
When that yielded nothing, declarer 
cashed the ace and king of diamonds 

and the king «nrf queen of hearts, 

then led a heart to the ace. Had both 
defenders followed, declarer would 
have been able to discard one dub 
on the queen of diamonds and the 
other on the 13th heart as a defend- 
er ruffed. Unfortunately, Bast 
ruffed tbe third heart and returned a 1 
dub — down one. ! 

There was an additional c han ce — 
to find either defender with specifi- 
cally J 10 x of diamonds. Declarer 
should C8sb only one high trump j 
before flaying off tbe ace and king I 
of diamond*. Now declarer returns 
to ilmnni y with the other high 
trump and cashes the queen of dia- 
monds for a dub discard and, since 
tbe jack and ten have dropped, the 
remaining dub goes cm foe nine of 
diamonds. 


MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENT 

Location in Shmeisani. west Amman. 1st floor. 3 
bedrooms, one of them master, dining, sitting, large 
salon. Fully-equipped Danish kitchen, a glassed bal- 
cony. two bathrooms, accessed with central & solar 
heating, intercom, lift, central T.V. aerial, colour. TV- 
video. wireless lei ... etc. 

Please call 682302, 636943, Fax: 823371 



APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Located in Abdoun district. Consists of 3 bed- 
rooms. 2 salons, dining, sitting room, kitchen, 3 
bathrooms, two telephone lines, garage. 

Please call tel. 826257 


How much 
will you spend 
on your kids 
this Xmas? 

See FIRST 

* MRP JEWELLERS 


Amra Hotel - Amman. 

6th Circle 


FOR SALE 

ZEOS 486 computer system loaded. Hewlett 
Packard 550c colour printer and Sony telephone. 

If interested, call 690604 


CAR FOR SALE 

Mitsubishi Pajero. model 1992. in the tree zone 

For any information please call 
telephone 690795, 690778 


““ - jLajiU q >&a 

’for rent 

Modern furnished apartments 

One bedroom — Two bedrooms — Three bedrooms. 
C.H. and* telephones. 

Location: Shmeisani - near Bird's Garden. 

Jabal Amman - near Khaldi Hospital 

Owners tel.: 667862 - 642351 


BABEL SUPERMARKET 

Wishing vou all a 

Merry X-mas and a very Happy New Year. 

We would like to announce that large varieties of 
Asian foods are available now and hundreds of 
other items. 

You are most welcome 
Jabal Lwebdeh, behind the French Cultural 
Centre near the circle 
Tel. 622408, P.O. Sox 9999 
Fax 646983 


iGneras 


Tel.: 634144f I Oram 


TeL: 677420) {Cinema 


Tel.: 6992381 


TeL: 675571 1 


PHILADELPHIA 


STONE COLD 

Starring: Brian Bosworth 

Shows: 1230, 3-JO, 6:15, 8J0, 10J0 


CONCORD “1” 
Beauty and the Beast 

Shews: 12*30, 3 JO. 6:15, 830, l(fc30 

CONCORD “2” 
Dancing Heavenly Bodies 

Shows; 3:15, 6, 8:15, 10:15 

Hi America Play shw.-irju 


Ahmad Zaki and Mahmoud Hamideh 
in 

AL BASHA (ARABIC) 

Shows: 1230, 3:15, 3:00, 6-JO, &30, 10:30 


NaMl Al Masfeiai 


presents a play entitled: 

Al l!m Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jaiajel. ■ 
Haasan Al Shaar, Fuad Shomall 
In addition : to other comedians 
Every* night at 8:15 
TlcHete a » add all: day 


Nabil & HlsFtarfTs Tel: 051551 

AHLAM TrtBATRE 

The political comeay 

WELCOME ARAB SUMMT 

Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis mrafiabie 
The Theatre will be dosed from 
25/12/93 till Monday 3/1/1994 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Libya denies kidnapping dissident 

SHARJAH (AFP) — Libya has dented kidnapping a promin- 
>ent dissident from Cairo, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
newspaper AJ Khaleej reported Monday. "Libya has no 
interest at all in abducting Mansour Kikhia, who at (the age 
of) 70 does not pose any threat to the regime.” Ibrahim 
Beshari, Libya's representative to the Cairo-based Arab 
League, told the daily. Mr. Kikhia, 63. disappeared on Dec. 
11 after leavut£ his hotel in the Egyptian capital where he was 
taking part in an Arab human rights congress. He lives in 
Paris. 

Rasmussen offers Danish help for peace 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime Minister Pou! Nyrup Rasmussen 
pledged Danish help to ensure peace in the Middle East when 
he met his Israeli counterpart Yitzhak Rabin here on Monday. 
"We will do what we can to assist you in the work for peace," 
Mr. Rasumussen said, paying tribute to Mr. Rabin's "cour- 
age” in signing the Sept. 13 autonomy deal. “A ray of hope 
has lit the sky in this region so full of history, so full of 
suffering and so full of talent,” he added. 

Vatican confirms accord with Israel 

VATICAN CITY (AFP) — The Vatican confirmed on 
Monday that an agreement to normalise diplomatic relations 
with Israel was to be signed on Dec. 30 in occupied Jerusalem. 
The development was announced by Israeli. Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres last week and confirmed here by Vatican 
spokesman Joaquin Navarro who said the signing marked the 
conclusion of "a first stage of work” by a joint- commission set 
up in July 1992. 

Yemen, Saudi Arabia postpone talks 

RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi Arabia and Yemen have postponed 
negotiations on their border dispute until mid-January at 
Yemen's request, the official Saudi Press Agency reported 
Monday. Yemen asked for the delay because its delegation 
leader Jaafar Saleh, had health problems, a Yemeni diplomat 
in Riyadh said. The negotiations were to have opened Monday 
in Sanaa. The talks on border provinces opened more than a 
year ago. but so far without progress.- 

Cyprus satisfied with British response 

NICOSIA (AP) — Strained ties between Cyprus and Britain 
appeared on the mend Monday as officials expressed satisfac- 
tion with a message from British Prime Minister John Major. 
Government spokesman Yanakis Cassoulides said a letter 
from Mr. Major to President Glafcos Clerides “satisfied the 
Cyprus government on quite a number of points.” Cyprus 
lodged a succession of formal diplomatic protests to London in 
the last two month complaining of perceived pro-Turkish and 
anti-Greek Cypriot British government actions and state- 
ments. 

Comoro islands election resumed 

MORONI (AFP) — The second round of legislative elections 
on the Comoro Islands, abruptly called off Sunday without 
official explanation, resumed Monday except in two consti- 
tuencies here in the capital. The elections, which should 
originally have been held 40 days after President Said 
Mohammad Djohar dissolved the federal assembly on June 
, *8,“ had been postponed fotir times. The first round finally 
went ahead the Sunday before last. 

Manila opens peace talks with rebels 

PATIKUL, Philippines (AFP) — The Philippine government 
and Muslim guerrillas opened peace talks in this southern 
town amid heavy security Monday in a fresh bid to forge a 
political settlement after four centuries of strife. Moro 
National Liberation Front (MNLF) leader Nur Misuari, 
returning from exile, faced a former enemy, retired armed 
forces chief Manuel Yan, at the negotiating table as the talks 
opened under the auspices of the Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC). As the talks opened. President Fidel 
Ramos told a news conference in Manila he was confident of 
"very positive results" from the meeting, which followed 
exploratory talks in Jakarta last month. 

Palestinian group warns pilgrims 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Palestinian group warned Monday that 
pilgrims may not be safe travelling to the Holy Land over the 
' Christmas season. "The Palestinian people cannot guarantee 
the safety of pilgrims during the holiday season, especially in 
Jerusalem, at a time when they are waging a legitimate war of 
self-defence against the Israeli occupying forces.” said the 
Fateh-Intifada led by Palestinian dissident Abu Musa. "We 
ask all those planning ot -travel to the Holy Land to take into 
consideration their safety." the Damascus-based group added 
in a statement published here. , 

Coup trial opens in Khartoum 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — Twelve people appeared in court 
here Monday charged with plotting to overthrow Sudan's 
military regime led by Lieutenant-General Omar Hassan A1 
Bashir and with selling state secrets to a foreign country. 
Shortly after opening the trial, in which 17 other defendants 
are also being tried in their absence, the presiding judge 
adjourned the hearing until Thursday for procedural reasons. 
Defence lawyers, who outnumbered the accused in the open 
court, said there were no grounds for the hearing since Gen. 
Bashir has repeatedly declared a generally amnesty for those 
accused of carrying arms against the state. The prosectuion. 
however, said the accused did not fall into the amnestied 
category since they were caught red-handed, did not voluntary 
lay down their arms and also faced the espionage charges. 

EC agrees mandate for Israel accord 

BRUSSELS (R) — European Community (EC) foreign 
ministers on Monday formally agreed mandates for the 
European Commission to negotiate new trade agreements 
with Israel and Tunisia. Commission officials said the EC 
executive hoped to start negotiations in both cases early in the 
new year with the intention of completing them during 1994, if 
possible by mid-year. 

Muslim girl expelled in veil rumpus 

GRENOBLE, France (AFP) •— A Muslim teenager was 
expelled Monday from a school in Grenoble, eastern France, 
for refusing to remove her veil during gym class, school 
authorities said. Named only as Sherazade. the girl was 
banned from the Lycee Mounier after obtaining permission 
from her head teacher to cover her face during all lessons 
barring gym; for which she was instructed to remove the veil 
on safety grounds, the school said. A final-year pupil of North 
African origin, she had agreed to the compromise until she 
returned from summer vacation, when she changed her mind. 

Gunmen fire on car of Arafat loyalist 

TYRE. Lebanon (AFP) — Gunmen in South Lebanon 
opened fire on the car of a Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) military official loyal to Yasser Arafat, but he was not 
inside and his wife and children escaped unhurt, the official 
said Monday. Sultan Abdul Aynain. a member of Mr. Arafat's 
Fateh faction, blamed Sunday's attack on Fateh members 
Opposed to the Israel-PLO autonomy accord. It was the third 
snack . on an Arafat supporter since the deal was signed in 
September. Mr. Abul Aynain told AFP his wife and two of 
their children were in the car when it was intercepted by armed 
men near the village of Shabriha. north of the Palestinian 
refugee camp of Rashidiyeh in South Lebanon. The gunmen 
j; P un 'Pra five bullets into the car but no one was hit. 


Hariri defends policies; no 
pullout from peace talks 

n-< . r- i . : ■ i Aim fh p hill irifn law. 


6 executed in Egypt; 
14 killed in violence 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Bil- 
lionaire Prime Minister Rafik 
A1 Hariri on Monday struck 
back at allegations he is abus- 
ing his office to increase his 
wealth and trying to muzzle the 
freewheeling media, one of his 
most vocal critics. 

“There's no intention to cen- 
sor the press or strangle free- 
doms. This is unthinkable in 
Lebanon,” the tycoon-turned- 
politician told ms first news 
conference since taking office 
14 months ago. 

A rags-to-nches tycoon who 
is one of the world's wealthiest 
men, Mr. Hariri, 50, was 
hailed as Lebanon's savior 
when he assumed the pre- 
miership. He vowed to use his 
wealth, estimated at S3 billion, 
to help rebuild Lebanon. 

But criticism has mounted 
among Lebanon’s four million 
people because of the slow 
pace of reconstruction, an awe- 
some task by any standards. • 
Lebanon’s economy was shat- 
tered by the war and rebuilding 
will cost an estimated $25 bil- 
lion. 

Mr. Hariri’s aggressive busi- 
ness style and his tight control 
of the decision-making process 
has also drawn fire. 

And he has been particularly 
stung by increasingly virulent 
allegations by politicians, legis- 
lators and tiie media that he is 
buying up real estate in 
Beirut's war-wrecked down- 


has faced constant sniping and 
rising speculation that his trou- 
bled half-Muslim, half -Christ- 
ian government is heading for 
collapse. 

“Let no-one dream that ... 
they can topple the govern- 
ment,” he declared sternly. 

He ridiculed opposition 
accusations that he has set up 
60 real estate firms to borrow 
from the state-run housing 
bank to finance middle ana 
low-income bousing projects. 

“That’s nonsense. I’ve many 
more than 60 firms, real estate 
and otherwise, and ail are heal- 
thy. None needs to borrow 
from anyone, thank God,” Mr. 
Hariri said. 

The allegations that he is 
seeking to restrict the media, 
arguably the freest in the Arab 
World, swelled last week 
when the government banned 
privately owned television sta- 
tions from transmitting by 
satellite to Arab countries 
without authorization. 

Fifth private stations 
emerged without state licences 
during the 1975-90 civil war, 
when government authority 
barely existed. 

Mr. Hariri denied their 
Haim that the ban is aimed at 
giving exclusive satellite trans- 
mission rights to Mr. Hariri’s 
own Future Television station. 

“This is a malicious cam- 
paign motivated by political 
opposition to drive a wedge 


town sector, where he plans to between the president and gov- 
launch an ambitious rebuilding eminent,” Mr. Hariri said, 
programme early next year. The TV stations have urged 

Mr. Hariri, a Sunni Muslim, President Elias Hrawi not to 

Rift over policies 
threatens Brotherhood 


By Jamal Halaby 

The Associated Press 


and organisational differences 
are threatening to split the 
fundamentalist Muslim 
Brotherhood, Jordan’s most 
powerful and best organised 
political group, members said 
Monday. . 

It appeared to be the nrost 
serious schism to affect the 
Brotherhood, which suffered a 
blow in general elections Nov. 
8 when it lost six of the 22 seats 
it held in the previous Par- 
liament.If the split occurs, it 
will undermine the only Mus- 
lim fundamentalist group in 
the Arab World to have en- 
tered Parliament via the ballot 
box, exercised legislative pow- 
er and serve in the govern- 
ment. 

It could also lead to a serious 
confrontation with the govern- 
ment, which has been counting 
on moderation in the move- 
ment to avert threats to secur- 
ity in this predominantly Mus- 
lim country. 

Muslim fundamentalists, led 
by the mainstream Brother- 
hood, generally oppose the 
largely secular, pro-Western 
pohties of the regime and are 
vehement opponents of the 25- 
month-old, U.S.-backed Arab- 
Israeli peace negotiations. 

They advocate the elimina- 
tion of Israel and the establish- 
ment of an Islamic state in all 
of the pre-1948 Palestine 
where Israel was created. They 
also want to introduce strict 
Islamic law in Jordan and else- 
where in the Arab World. 

But the Jordanian hardliners 
have kept their criticism to 
speeches in Parliament and, 
unlike their counterparts in 
Algeria and Egypt, have 
avoided violence as a means to 
register their opposition to 
government policies. 

21iad Abu Ghanimeh, a lead- 
ing Brotherhood member who 
leads the hawks, said Monday 
he had resigned from the 
movement in protest against 
“the leadership s violations of 
the Brotherhood’s charter 
under the excuse of openness.” 

But, in an obvious bid to 
keep chances open for mend-' 
mg fences, Mr. Abu Ghanimeh 
said he remained a member of 
the Islamic Action Front, the 
political arm of the Brother- 

“There are serious differ- 


ences,” be told the Associated 
Press. ’The so-called moder- 
ates, who are unfortunately 
leading the movement, are 
trying to obliterate the 
Brotherhood as an entity to 
please the government.” 

In a recent letter released to 
die media, Mr. Abu Ghanimeh 
accused the moderates of seek- 
ing to “splinter Brotherhood 
ranks and weaken its organisa- 
tional and political actions and 
abandoning the M uslims 1 nuiin 
cause, Palestine” — 1 a refer- 
ence to the group’s opposition 
to the peace process, winch has 
been confined to words. 

Hamzeh Mansour, a law- 
maker from the Brotherhood's 
moderate camp, sought to play 
down the rift and asserted that 
it would not lead to a formal 
split. 

“I would not say that it is a 
battle,” Mr.Mansonr told the 
AP. “Differences in our group 
are an internal matter ana they 
wfll be resolved through dia- 
logue and consultations.” 

According to Abu Gha- 
mmeh, trouble has been brew- 
ing in the Brotherhood after 
hawkish members failed to 
persuade the movement to 
boycott the general elections in 
protest against the govern- 
ment’s amendment of a 1986 
Election Law. 

Die amendment, which in- 
troduced a one-person, one- 
vote system to replace bloc- 
voting, deprived the Brother- 
hood of an edge it enjoyed in 
the densely populated urban 
centres ana left it with a dimi- 
nished clout in the house. 

In the elections to the 80- 
seat Chamber of Deputies pro- 
establishment politicians 
emerged as the dominant force 
by capturing more than 50 
seats. 

Die moderates in the 
Brotherhood are staunch 
royalists. Many have a record 
of siding with the King in his 
fight against communists and 
ldtitfsmthe 50s and 60s. 

The King rewarded them by 
offering them senior govern- 
ment jobs as well as seating 
them in the all-appointed 
Senate. 

The hawks, most of them 
young and poor, were always 
held m check by the moderate 
leadership of the Brotherhood, 
which was established in Jor- 
dan in 1946, 10 years after 
Hassan A1 B anna founded die 
mother movement in Egypt. 


sign the, bill into law. 

He claimed that allowing un- 
restricted satellite transmis- 
sions for Lebanese broadcas- 
ters, which show more nudity 
tha n those of most Arab states, 
“could jeopardise Lebanon’s 
relations with the rest of the 
Arab World.... 

“We in Lebanon enjoy 
alm ost unlimited freedom, but 

we cannot impose this on other 
Arab countries,” he said, not- 
ing that Lebanon needs the 
financial support of rich Arab 
states. 

Mr. Hariri said Lebanon will 
not withdraw from the Middle 
East peace talks in response to 
what many Lebanese believe is 
an effort to marginalise tiny 
Lebanon and overlook Israel’s 
occupation of a southern bor- 
der strip. 

The U.N. General Assembly 
recently passed a resolution 
supporting the U.S. -sponsored 
peace process based on Secur- 
ity Council resolutions 242 and 
338, which call for an Israeli 
withdrawal from Arab terri- 
tory seized in 1967. 

u made no reference to Re- 
solution 425, which calls on 
Israel to get out of the self- 
styled “‘security zones? 

“We've received assurances 
from the United States that it is 
committed to Resolution 425 
despite the General Assembly's 
latest move. The Americans 
have assured us that Israel’s 
withdrawal from South Leba- 
non remains a major issue in 
the peace negotiations,” Mr. 
Hariri said. 

Iraq 
wants 
normalised 
relations 
with Iran 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said 
Monday it wanted to normalise 
relations with Iran but added 
that die neighbour with which 
it fought a bitter eight-year war 
! had to meet certain conditions 
first. 

Iraq has “a sincere desire, 
stemming from principled con- 
siderations to normalise rela- 
tions with Iran,” the ruling 
Baath party newspaper A1 
Thawra said in an official com- 
i mentary, but it added: 

“Iranian practices and 
stands contribute in one way or 
another to the placing of hindr- 
ances in the way of normalising 
relations between the two 
countries.” 

Iran and Iraq, regional riv- 
als, particularly since the 1979 
Islamic revolution in Tehran, 
were at war from 1980-1988. 

A1 Thawra said its commen- 
tary was in response to what it 
described as recent Iranian 
newspapeer articles urging bet- 
ter ties with Baghdad. 

“This is something that can 
be achieved if Iran recipro- 
cated the same sincere desire,” 
it added. 

But it said there could be no 
progress until Iran halted 
corss-border incursions and 
sent home tens of thousands of 
Iraqi prisoners stiD held in Ira- 
nian camps five years after a 
U.N. -brokered ceasefire 
halted fighting in the war. 

AI Thawra accused Iran of 
“actions of infiltration and 
sabotage” and of sending 
“groups of criminals across the 
border to undertake acts of 
terror and holliganism” parti- 
cularly in the southern pares of 
Iraq. 

Iran is home to Iraq’s exiled 
Shi’ite opposition movement, 
the Supreme Council of the 
Islamic Revolution in Iraq 
(SCIRI) whose guerrillas 
attack targets in southern Iraq. 

Iraq is host to the Ir anian 
opposition Mujahideen-e- 
Khalq, which has heavy 
armour and military camps 
near Iran’s border. 

Top-level talks between the 
two countries in Baghdad in 
October failed to solve the 
prisoner issue. 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Six con- 
victed militants were executed 
Monday, including a Palesti- 
nian whose family in Illinois 
enlisted the help of a U.S.- 
senator to plead with President 
Hosni Mubarak to spare him. 

Meanwhile, fresh violence 
broke out in southern Egypt 
with militants killing three 
plainclothes policemen in two 
separate attacks near the town 
of Assiyut. 

The deaths brought to 14 the 
number of people killed in (ess 
than 25 hours, nine of them 
policemen. 

The six men hanged Monday 
were convicted by a military 
court of belonging to an out- 
lawed organisation the govern- 
ment says is a revival of the 
Jihad group, which assassin- 
ated Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat in 1981. 

Die defendants also ■ were 
convicted of killing a driver 
and his assistant to steal their 
vehicle and of possessing 
weapons and explosives. 

Among them was Moham- 
mad Hosam Al Sharif, 25, 
whose family in Highland, Illi- 
nois, maintains he has a history 
of psychiatric problems that’ 
should have been considered in 
his case. Al Sharif is of Palesti- 
nian origin bur holds an Egyp- 
tian passport. 

Sen. Paul Simon, an Illinois 
Democrat, wrote to Mr. 
Mubarak on Dec. 7, saying the 
family believes Sharif was 
wrongly convicted and that his 
schizophrenia may have 
affected the outcome of his 
trial. 

Rola Al Sharif, Moham- 
mad’s sister, telefaxed to the 
Associated Press in Cairo a 
certificate from a Kuwaiti hos- 
pital saying her brother was 
treated for 33 days in 1988 for 
schizophrenia. 

The others executed Mon- 
day were identified as Abdul 


Hamid Mohammad Haballah, 
Fathi Imam Abdul Meguid, 
Khowalid Mohammad Bara- 
kat, Mohammad Abdullah 
Mohammad and Rafaat 
Mahmoud Mohammad. 

A security source said the six 
men were hanged one after the 
other in a Cairo prison in a 
process that took several 
hours. 

The hangings brought the 
number of militants executed 
this year to 29, by far. the 
highest number of people put 
to death for political cranes in 
Egypt in any year this century. 

But the ’ executions, after 
swift trials in military courts 
condemned by human rights 
groups, have not stopped a 
two-year-old campaign of vio- 
lence by militant groups. 

One of the main move- 
ments, Al Gamaa Al Islamiyah 
(Islamic Group), shot dead a 
police intelligence colonel in 
Cairo on Saturday in revenge 
for the execution of three mili- 
tants on Dec. 16 — including a 
man it said had been plotting 
with armed forces officers to 
kill Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

On Sunday, Gamaa gunmen 
killed a police brigadier, his 
driver and a bodyguard in the 
southern university town of 
Assiut, 325 kilometres south of 
Cairo. 

Police returning from a raid 
on a mosque in a nearby town 
took on the attackers, killing 
all three but losing two officers 
dead. A militant died in the 
mosque raid and a taxi driver 
was killed in crossfire, bringing 
the death toll from the day’s 
bloodshed to 10. 

Then on Monday morning, 
as the hangings began in Cairo, 
suspected Gamaa gunmen shot 
dead a policeman walking to 
work in the town of Mantalut 
near Assiyut. 



U.S. not ‘cutting and 
running’ from Somalia 
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MOGADISHU (Agencies) — Die 
United States’ top military 
officer Monday defended U.S. 
involvement m Somalia and 
President Bill Clinton’s deci- 
sion to withdraw U.S. forces, 
dismissing charges that U.S. 
was “cutting and running.” 

General John Shalikashviii, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, said the United States 
was doing all it oould to ensure 
the U.S. pullout did not dis- 
rupt the U.N. Operation in 
Somalia (UNOSOM) which 
will remain after U.S. troops 
leave. 

“We are not cutting and- 
running,” he said, “we are 
leaving because the president 
of the United States has de- 
cided that we should terminate 
our direct engagement by tbe 
31st of March.” 

The first group of 1,500 sol- 
diers left Friday and another 
1,000 are expected to leave 
Somalia before the new year; 
leaving less than 10,000 Amer- 
ican troops in the Horn of 
Africa country. 

The U.S. was working to 
ensure it turned over the 
necessary tasks and some 
equipment to remaining U.N. 
forces, “to be sure that the 
people of Somalia have the 
best possible chance to build 
their future,” said Gen. Shalik- 
shvili. 

“While I'm not sure it win 
always be possible, in every 
case we will not leave before 
having made our very best 
effort to ensure our departure 
is not a hitch to the great effort 
that has been carried out here 
by the rest of the coalition, by 
the rest of UNOSOM," he 
added. 

Gen. Shalikashviii said “a 
few hundred” U.S. soldiers 


would remain in the country to 

provide support to the other 

forces of the United Nations. 


to the 


“You’re on your own after 
March 31” was tbe message 


White House denies 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The White House reacted 
angrily Tuesday to allegations 
that President Bill Clinton 
used his security staff to facili- 
tate extramarital sexual trysts 
when he was governor of 
Arkansas. 

Two state police officers 
who served in his security de- 
tail made the allegations on 
CNN Television Sunday in in- 
terviews the network said it 
arranged through their attor- 
ney Cliff Jackson, a longtime 
Clinton critic. 

A detailed account of the 
allegations was published 
Monday in the conservative 
magazine the American Spec- 
tator. 

White House spokeswoman 


Dee Dee Myers said Monday 
that Mr. Clinton was “con- 
cerned about inaccurate stories 
about his personal life” and 
wanted to ’’check on the sta- 
tus” of the rumours. 

Bruce Lindsey, a senior 
White House official and dose 
friend of the president, said 
earlier “the allegations are 
ridiculous.” 

Asked if Mr. Clinton denied 
having state police involved in 
facilitating sexual encounters, 
Mr. Lindsey said, “Yes, he 
has.” 

“Similar allegations were 
made, investigated and re- 
sponded to during the (pres- 
idential) campaign,” he said. 

The American Spectator 


artide’s author, David Brock, 
reported that four troopers 
made the charges. Two re- 
mained anonymous, while 
officers Roger rerry and Larry 
Patterson openly made the 
accusations. 

. “At Booker elementary 
School, I saw the governor 
engaged in a sexual act with a 
female,” Mr. Patterson told 
CNN. In the article, Mr. Pat- 
terson said the act occurred in 
a car as he stood nearby. Mr. 
Clinton’s daughter, Chelsea, 
attended the school. 

Mr. Perry told CNN that a 
trenchcoat-clad woman was 
slipped into the governor’s 
mansion after Mr. Clinton be- 
came preadent-elecL 


given by the General to U.N. 
commanders in several meet- 
ings after he arrived on 
Sunday. 


The American Spectator 
quoted Mr. Perry as saying 
another trooper was offered a 
federal job m return for “his 
help in thwarting publication 
of any stories.” 

Mr. Lindsey said in a White 
House statement released late 
Sunday that “any suggestion 
that the president offered any- 
one a job in return for silence 
is a lie.” 

Die Patterson and Perry in- 
terviews were the first public 
allegations of marital infidelity 
by members of then-Govemor 
Clinton’s security force. 

Mr. Jackson said he agreed 
to have his clients interviewed 
on CNN because he “felt we 
needed the national TV ham- 


U.N- commanders fear tfiaf 
without the logistics, armour 
and equipment provided by the 
United States and other West- 
ern Nations, the 29-nation 
U.N. alliance would collapse 
and the broken country would 
plunge back to civil war. 

Peace talks earlier this 
month failed to reconcile 
Somalia’s rival warlords whose 
dvO war led to famine and the 
deaths of 300,000 people be- 
fore the U.N. intervened. 

French, Belgian and Swed- 
ish contingents also began 
leaving the volatile country last 
week. 

Former colonial power Italy 
said on Sunday it would de- 
finitely withdraw its 2,400 
troops by the end of March. 
U.N. commanders said it was a 
major setback for the U.N. 
alliance 

The United Nations and tbe 
United States had- been trying 
to persuade Italy to stay and 
help keep the alliance 
together. But officials said Ita- 
lian Defence Minister Fabio 
Fabri, who met Gen. Shali- 
kashviii in Mogadishu on Sun- 
day, turned down the request. 

Germany will withdraw its 
troops from Somalia by March 
31 alongside the American 
pullout, a government official 
said in Bonn. 

Die withdrawal plan had 
been approved in principle by 
the United Nations, he said. 

Defence Minister Volker 
Ruefae earlier made it dear 
that for logistic reasons the 
Germans had to coordinate 
their pullout with the with- 
drawal by the Americans. 

Meanwhile, James Dobbins, 
President Clinton’s special en- 
voy on Somalia, arrived in 
Pakistan Monday for talks with 
senior military officials on 
Pakistan’s role in die U.N. 
peace operation in Somalia, 
officials said. 

During his two-day stay, Mr. 
Dobbins wfll discuss “the en- 
tire operation in Somalia,” a 
Foreign Office spokesman 
here said. 


mer at this time.” 

Rumours that Mr. Clinton 
engaged in extramarital affairs 
ran mid during tire 1991 pres- 
idential campaig n. Singer Gen- 
nifer Flowers claim ed she had 
been Mr. Clinton’s lover for 12 
years. 

Mr. Clinton denied the 
claims, but acknowledged 
alongside his wife in a cam- 
paign-trail television interview 
that they had overcome past 
marital troubles. 

Ms. Myers said Mr. Clinton 
discussed the rumours with 
Arkansas police officers in re- 
cent months, but not with Mr. 
Patterson and Mr. Perry. 

“He’s talked to people down 
there about it, in chiding some 
troopers,” Ms. Myers said. 


Burglar nets nil 
at Hong Kong 
Billionaire’snoi 


ome 


HONG KONG (R)— A 
lar armed with a gun and 


home in the eariy hours, of . .-j } 
Monday morning but failed to. . jpV 
find anything to steal. The man 
broke hito Li’S luxury villa - ' 

about 3 &.hl and threatened ‘ • 1 

three household servants with 
his weapons, police sauS. Gov- 
ernment radio said he; tied w 
them up but the police spokes- ? ■%. 
man said he was not sons about * 
this. Nor tfid the police say j' 7 - 
what the intruder rad for the * 
three hours until one the scr- „ 

vants tackled him and raised " 
the alarm. “He was inside until V s > 

6 a.m. when be was subdued v ■*" t m ' 
by a Filipino male servant after .d'* ' 
a scuffle,” the police spokes- 
man said. Police said the burg- # ■** ,r 
lar, an illegal immig rant from ( j> - rJ 
C hina , did not steal anything. 

Li, conridered one of Hong U-£ ,a ' 

Kong’s richest businessmen, ’ 

was at home at the time of the a 
break-in but did not know any- . 
thinp about it until the police _ w. 
were .called. . ^ »uj 

Churchman says 

okay for poor 

to steal ;*£ 

WELLINGTON (R) — A ***** 

New Zealand c hurch minister g*?* 4 *** 

said Monday people were 
morally justified in stealing if « «.**- 
they were unable to survive by ■>?* 
otbier means. . Die Reverend \srr- * 
Brian Tomer, a Wellington 
mission superintendent, com- 
pared modern New Zealand 
wife feudal England, where \ ^ 
fee poor were forced to steal to *>*■*■ 

survive. “I take the view that if 
people’s natural birthright, for 
good housing, health and r 
adequate food, if the process 
of a society robs people of that 
and they’ve tried every other 
means to meet these needs and 
they’re then left with stealing, 
then there is some moral juso- 
fication far stealing," Rev. 

Tinner said. Hfe told reporters 
people urine foodbanks set up' 
to provide food to the needy 
had confided theywonld-steal 
as a last resort. Requests for 
help from foodbanks have 
rocketed since sweeping cuts to 
welfare payments were made v •> ■ 
in 1991. Chris Wood, coonS- • 
natorof the Lower Hntt Food- 
bank near Wellington, said she 
had been aware of people 
stealing -food -for some time. 

“We have clients who have 
found themselves in desperate 
straits. The fbod aid agencies T*’ 
have been dosed and they 
have hungry children. I can 
understand it completely,” she 
added. 

Washington 
murder rate, 
tops 1992’s 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
murder rale in the U.S. capital. . 
swept past the 1992 mark as 
four people were killed during 
tiie weekend, police said. Last 
yearns murder rate of 451 was ; ^ 
surpassed Friday when three 
people efied in two separate : : - 
shootings. Then, early Sunday, •/ 
a man in his mid-40s was found 
dead of multiple gunshot 
wounds, police said. That 
brought . the total, number of . 
homicides of 455 this year, 
according to police. “Pm not . . -3rj**i n 
saying all is lost,” police chief 11 
Fred Thomas said Saturday. “I ;C . . . 
am still encouraged (that) we ^ 
win not surpass our deadliest 7 ^ 
year or second-deadliest year.” 

Die District -of Columbia’s -V c . ' * 
murder rate hit an all-time high ' 
of 490 in 1991, In 1990, 483 
people were murdered. In* ■> • 
October, Mayor Sharon Pratt 
Kelly requested permission to V « 
call in tne National Guard to . 

assist kxsdpdice, bnt Presi- ■ 
dent BiQ TCmzton refused. In - ’ l . 
the nearby suburbs, the homi- .. . 

ride rate is dimbing also. A 
triple murder Saturday at a . „ 

party in Rockville, M«T., about .-r r ' ■ 

10 miles ' (Ifr kilometres) . outside - 
Washington, sent that country’s 
homicide rate to 29 for the year. 

The previous record of 28 murders ^ 
had been set in Montgomery i .. . 
County in 1991. 

3 car thefts W 

in 4 years from \ * 
one man \j r 

MANAMA (R) — Thieves \ 
have stolen the car .of one 
long-suffering Indian in 
Bahrain three times in the last t ' , ' 
four years, -the Gulf Daily 1 
News reported Monday. The . -• .. r “ 
newspaper said K. . Sriram, ^ ' 1 
as s i s ta nt manager, for a sKp* ^ ' 

ping firm, found his 1983 _ 

Toyota missing on Friday , .. 


J , TiT -o — ■ -"7 

morning. Four years ago his - .. 
1980 Toyota was stoleu but 
recovered after imir days wpi J v v 
some parts missing .-. & year 


1980 Toyota v 
recovered after 


later it was' stolen Again and 
found damaged IS days later,' 






